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Christmas 2015, 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus…… 
 
So much of our Christmas preparations have been ‘disinfected’ to consist of 
warm fuzzy feelings. So it is not surprising that we forget that while 
Christmas celebrates the coming among us of a tiny baby as the Emmanuel, God-with-us, his coming was 
indeed a sign of contradiction. We understate the fact that Mary, who was heavily pregnant, and Joseph 
were turned away from the inn because there was no room. We forget the slaughter of the Holy Innocents 
and that the infant Jesus was spared their fate only through the hurried flight into Egypt where the Holy 
Family lived in future hope for many years as what today we would call political refugees.  
 
Yet this is the Christmas reality experienced today by the ever-growing number of migrants and refugees 
throughout the world. There is a humanitarian crisis on our doorstep. The stark reality is that 12 million 
Syrians have fled their homes because of conflict; half are children.  4 million are refugees.  Children 
affected by the Syrian conflict are at risk of becoming ill, malnourished, abused, or exploited. Millions 
have been forced to quit school. More than 700,000 Syrian refugees and other migrants risked their lives 
this year to travel to Europe. It’s a heartbreaking situation but the headlines scream at us:  that most 
people in the UK don’t want refugees coming here.  
 
It may be difficult to believe, but rather than drawing us closer to God, sometimes Christmas actually 
draws us away!  No wonder the little girl who was praying “forgive us our trespasses” got confused and 
said, “forgive us our Christmases.” Sometimes we need to be forgiven for our Christmases. We simply 
leave no room for Jesus. 
 
Over the summer, our family was very fortunate to be able to attend a conference in Speyer, Germany, 
entitled “We are one”. During our last night our host Sabine, a social worker, who has befriended a 
number of asylum seekers, invited them to a barbeque at her home. It was fascinating listening to Malik, 
Ali, Tariq and Issak, four young men from Pakistan and Afghanistan, tell their story of hurried flight and 
future hope. All four had been in Germany for over two years, Ali nearly three.  All four were still waiting 
for an interview – an interview which would determine their right to stay. All four were graduates, 
intelligent young men in their twenties. All had left their homeland because they had to – their life was 
threatened. Tariq had left a wife and two children and hadn’t seen them for over two years. As Issak said: 
we would not have left our families and our homes unless we had to.  This is the Christmas reality: we are 
not one. 
 
This encounter has left me wondering about the significance of ‘no room in the inn’ that first Christmas 
and for us in 2015. Perhaps one reason there was no room for Jesus was ignorance. After all, how could 
the innkeeper know the baby about to be born was the Son of God. Or perhaps the innkeeper was too 
busy what with everything else that was occupying his time.  
 
The choices which we make as human beings often lead to disaster for ourselves or others. The Christmas 
story teaches us that the faithful love of God is always seeking better outcomes than human folly dictates.    
Christmas is the time we celebrate Emmanuel, this God-with-us, who makes the promise of God's faithful 
love real amongst us. This promise stands in a world which gives us cause to grieve as well as to rejoice.  
It is no accident that the gospel writers are at pains to set the story of the infant Jesus in a world of power 
politics, fear and injustice. 
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It is only when we have the measure of such challenges to our lives (such as we did this summer in our 
encounter in Speyer) that we can truly celebrate the God who comes among us as a helpless child and, in 
doing so, reveal to the world that the faithful love of God is greater than anything else. 
 
Russell, Cameron and Ross join me in wishing you the gladness of Christmas, which is hope, the spirit of 
Christmas, which is peace, and the heart of Christmas, which is love. 
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