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Helping the homeless to move on 
People using the services of the Homeless Drop-In Centre have a variety of needs, 
and some are more able to move on than others. Faith in Action supports them 
according to their individual circumstances.  

 

     See overleaf for how you might help …   

Spring newsletter 2016  
 

Nurturing full independence 

Pavel is a hard-working man who found himself 
in a bit of difficulty in Merton, homeless and 
jobless. We started by providing him with a good 
meal, a shower and shave, and fresh clean clothes. 
Talking through his needs, it emerged that he 
needed to rebuild his confidence, and we found 
voluntary work for him at a local city farm. Here 
Pavel thrived and made a valuable contribution to 
the work of the organisation.  

Pavel’s reliable volunteering suggested that he 
would benefit from special assistance from Faith in 
Action, and we provided funding for a driving test, 
the lessons being funded by St Mary’s Wimbledon. 
Now Pavel could get a paid job, find accom-
modation, and rebuild relationships in the 
community including finding a girlfriend.  

We are very pleased to report that Pavel has just 
returned to the Drop-In with a fat envelope. This 
contained £500 in cash, saved in £20 weekly 
instalments. Pavel has repaid all the costs of the 
assistance he was given, and with St Mary’s 
permission we’ve made this into a Fund which will 
be ring-fenced for the assistance of the next 
person with similar needs and potential.  

Working with Winter Night Shelters to 
help people back into housing and work  

Jerzy has been living in the Merton area for 
years, and has needed to visit the Drop-In from 
time to time. Last autumn he found himself 
homeless again, and he had developed some quite 
serious health issues as a consequence. Faith in 
Action referred him for a place in the Winter 
Night Shelters.  

The accommodation and help offered by the 
Winter Night Shelters can give guests the respite 
they need to get a job and move on.  

Jerzy’s health improved enough for him to take on 
part-time work. He worked with a partnership 
organisation who found him an inexpensive bed-sit 
which he could now afford. Jerzy is now living in 
secure housing and working locally.   

Supporting those with mental health 
problems  

Sabina has been living in the area for years.  
Her mental health had begun to deteriorate.  
She was convinced that she was a millionaire who 
owned the hostel she was staying in, and there-
fore didn’t need to apply for benefits or pay rent. 
Sabina soon found herself homeless and was 
sleeping on underground trains. Sabina’s health 
deteriorated severely.  

FiA worked closely with other local services to 
ensure that Sabina got the professional help she 
needed to treat her mental health problems.  

 

Preventing the vulnerable from becoming 
homeless  

Donald is a friendly and helpful local man with 
learning difficulties which prevent him from 
finding regular work, or indeed from appreciating 
what he needs to do in order to survive in 21st-
century Britain. Donald is not actually homeless, 
but is in constant danger of losing his accom-
modation if he does not complete his workbook 
to show the Department of Work & Pensions 
that he is trying to find work. If he doesn’t fulfil 
the DWP requirements he will be sanctioned, 
and lose the benefits he needs to pay his rent.  

Faith in Action gives Donald the small amount of 
assistance he needs to maintain himself in his 
current cheerful state, where he makes no 
further demand on community resources.  
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Fund-raising initiatives  
St Mark’s Wimbledon concert  
Folk tunes from around the world by local groups. 
Saturday 18 June 6pm in aid of Faith in Action and  
St Mark’s Church. Tickets (£5 for adults) from Jane at 
eventssmarks@gmail.com  

Warsaw Marathon sponsorship  
FiA Trustee David Reeves is running the Warsaw 
Marathon on 25 September 2016. Please sponsor David for 
Faith in Action Merton Homelessness Project. 
See http://www.justgiving.com/davidereeves  

 

 
Volunteering at the Homeless 
Drop-In Centre 
Volunteers work with professional staff to help create a 
welcoming environment. This is wonderful opportunity 
to be part of a warm and supportive team doing 
something really worthwhile. And a great experience for 
someone considering working in this field.  

We are looking for people able to volunteer regularly 
9.30am to 4pm Wednesday or Friday, specially Fridays.  
Please apply to Caroline and Andy at  
Faithinaction@wimbledonguild.co.uk 

Roles may include: 
• Welcoming clients to the Drop-In and chatting with them 
• Preparing breakfast and lunch  
• Helping with lunch service 
• Helping clients with filling in online forms 
• Assisting with laundry or organising showers 
• Organising and giving out donated clothes.  

We are also looking for a musical volunteer who could help us start a service user choir.  

Funding the work of the Homeless Drop-In 
To ensure that we continue to provide and develop services for the homeless and vulnerably housed, 
we need more financial support from across the local community. With our costs rising and 
homelessness likely to increase, we appeal to our supporters for help in broadening our support.  

We greatly appreciate the regular donations of the generous contributors to our Square Meal Appeal 
and aim to increase these. Can you help? For how to give please visit our website.  

Further Information 
To learn more about the Drop-In and how you can help,  
visit our website or contact Andy our project manager on  
07843 280419 or email faithinaction@wimbledonguild.co.uk.  
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www.mertonfaithinaction.org 
You can now follow us on Twitter  
twitter.com/mertondropin 
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We are very grateful to Le Pain Quotidien  
in Wimbledon Village for providing us with high-
quality bread every week. Volunteer Tony holds 
sample loaves.  

KITCHEN COOKERS APPEAL 

Our hard-worked kitchen cookers are worn out and 
we need to replace them. We are looking to raise 
£2000 to buy two new ones this summer. Help please! 
See justgiving.com/charity/faithinaction/newcookers  
 
 

Homeless Drop-In Centre reception 


