
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No. 487        June 2019 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church, 

    Mansel Road, Wimbledon 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Music for Palm Sunday at Trinity 
 

During our service of music and readings on Palm Sunday, our choir 

performed a selection of items from JS Bach’s St Matthew Passion, 

including Kommt Ihr Töchter, Wir Setzen Uns and chorales O Haupt 

Voll Blut & Wunden and Herzliebster Jesu. They also sang the 

Crucifixus from Bach B Minor Mass, and Roger Miller performed for 

us Gerne will ich Mich Bequemen. The service also marked the debut 

of our new organ and will hopefully be the first of many Sundays it 

will grace for years to come!  

 

If you enjoy singing and are fairly comfortable with reading music, 

please do consider singing with us! The choir rehearse on Friday 

nights at 20:00 in the Mansel Road Centre, and Sunday mornings 

pre-service at 09:30, and you can find out more information from 

Alison or Andrew after any Sunday morning service. 

 

 

 

Our cover photograph this month shows Music Director  

Andrew Davies seated at our new Organ and Trinity Choir at Easter 

2019.-Ed 



 
 
 
 

Minister’s Letter 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2.4) 

 

Pentecost (which this year falls on 9th June) is a celebration of the 

Church's "birthday", its coming-into-being through the impelling and 

in-dwelling Spirit of God. Originating as a Jewish harvest-festival, 

the earliest Christians saw it as a fulfilment of Jesus' many 

encouragements to look for God's coming harvesting of 

righteousness (e.g. Matthew 9.35-38, John 4.35-36). But in Luke's 

record of what happened - found in chapter 2 of the Acts of the 

Apostles - the harvest theme isn't really prominent; much more 

noticeable is the vivid description of a rushing wind, tongues of 

flame, and an outpouring of different languages. 

 

That ought to be enough to kindle a celebratory mood in our 

marking of this festival; for it speaks of "faith alive and active, gift of 

an eternal source" (to quote the URC's Statement of its Nature, Faith 

and Order). It points us to an experience of church, and a 

participation in church, that is not staid or monochrome but rather 

vibrant, engaging, and ever on the move. 

 

I wonder though whether the Pentecost story of wind and flame, 

Spirit and tongues, might sometimes come across to us as more 

daunting than delightful? For as we read of the clarity with which the 

apostles are gifted by God's Spirit, the boldness with which they 

begin to preach, perhaps we sense more distance from their 

experience than affinity with it. We're not known, on the whole, for 

an ability to extemporise in evangelism; and if we tried to speak in a 

language, we'd never spent time learning, the results would surely 

not be pretty! So, we might even end up thinking that Pentecost, 

these days, is really for those other kinds of Christian - not for us! 

 

But if that thought is at the back of our minds, let's resolve to put it 

away once and for all. Because the promise and the reality of the 



 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit is for all the Church, not just for some who might seem 

more attuned or spiritual. 

 

Consider this: whatever the nature of the language-gift bestowed 

upon the apostles on that day of which Luke writes, he also makes 

intriguing mention of another gift, bestowed upon others in parallel. 

 

... each one heard them speaking in the native language of each... 

"And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language?" (Acts 2.6b, 8) 

 

In our Pentecost recollection it seems there's a miracle not just in a 

manner of speaking, but also in a manner of hearing God's word. 

When God wills it, people will understand - and will receive with joy. 

So, by all means let's do what we can to "learn the language" that 

people around us are speaking - both in terms of the spoken word 

and in terms of the cultural context. But let's not use that as a 

pretext to delay our sharing of God's love, of Christ's call. 

 

For Pentecost teaches us to expect the Holy Spirit; assuring us that 

God is not finished with us, not finished with the Church. And 

Pentecost assures us also that just as God's Spirit empowers the 

Church and its people in proclamation, so God's Spirit opens ears 

and eyes beyond our church communities to receive and understand 

God's truth in new and unexpected ways. 
 

Every Blessing 
  

 

 
 
 

Our Mission Statement 

 
Rooted in Christ; 
growing in faith; 

  sharing and serving in love. 



 
 
 
 

 

  

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
 

Death 
 

ROSALIE BOLLAND  

(1944-2019)   
 
It was with a great sense of shock 

and sadness that Trinity people 

and others learned of Rosalie’s 

sudden death on 15 April.  

 

Rosalie became a member at 

Trinity in 2015, quickly gaining 

respect and admiration. She was motivated strongly by her faith, 

and by a conviction that, as a disciple of Christ, she should try to 

serve others practically and reliably, and to encourage others to do 

so. 

 

She was born in Cardiff, South Wales, brought up as a Baptist and 

baptised as a teenager, although she reflected much later that her 

faith had not been secured at that stage. After school and further 

study, she worked for a few years in the NHS. Aged 19, she 

emigrated to Canada, but returned to Wales - to the delight of her 

parents – a year later. However, as she remarked later “the travel 

bug had bitten me”, and after five further years of work in Cardiff, 

she moved to Australia in 1970 and travelled extensively there and 

in New Zealand. Four years later, she returned to the UK via South 

Africa and then northwards (travelling in a Bedford truck) to Kenya.  

Thereafter, she settled in the London area. Travelling was a 

continuing passion, and she experienced all of the continents except 

Antarctica.  

 

Rosalie continued working in administrative and secretarial roles for 

a time, but over a period of years, she began to follow another path. 

A full-time course at Hiilcroft College was soon followed by a 

Bachelor of Divinity Degree at Heythrop College, University of 

London, graduating at the age of 51.  She stayed on at Heythrop as 

the Assistant Registrar, dealing with student admissions and related 



 
 
 
 

activities, which she described later as the most enjoyable work she 

had ever experienced.   

 

Rosalie recounted two years ago in Trinity News that she had 

experienced a crisis of faith during the time she lived in Australia. 

She read many books and had long talks with a Baptist Minister, all 

in the search for reasons why she should be a believer.   She 

concluded “Thanks be to God that He gave me the wherewithal 

to believe in Him.”   

 

Outside of work, and especially after her retirement, Rosalie’s 

extensive involvement in the church and the community, became 

her hallmark.  She served and catered at the South London Refugee 

Association, at the Merton Faith in Action Homelessness Project, and 

was involved in the Winter Night Shelter.  More recently, she had 

begun to take a key role in the Community Organising work of 

Merton Citizens, contributing to the Mental Health strand of its work.  

Her name appeared on almost every Trinity duty rota.  In addition- 

see later - she was involved in various outreach activities, and in a 

prayer group and two housegroups.  She will be greatly missed.   

 

On 9 May, a service of celebration for Rosalie’s life was held at 

Trinity, attended by members of her family and many friends, ex-

colleagues, and others with whom she had collaborated in the 

community. In his eulogy, the Minister summarised Rosalie as 

having been “a traveller in faith and as a disciple in witness”.  

 

Below are some short extracts from tributes written by Trinity 

people who came to know her well: 

 

“Rosalie’s support of the Winter Night Shelter was typical; she was 

willing to do the least popular shifts (early morning and transport) 

without hesitation. She'd collect food every week from Sainsbury's 

late at night for Faith-in-Action the following day, and do a shift 

there as a volunteer” 

(Robin Goodchild)  
 

“She was known for in the family for her love of yellow and her 

yellow rubber gloves.  At the Faith in Action drop-in she was known 

for her puddings and an ability for getting the washing-up done 

(yellow rubber gloves again).  Many people there have spoken 

recently about her great cooking and wonderful hospitality, all done 



 
 
 
 

in her quiet way.  I didn't think that one person, having been with us 

for just four years, could leave such a huge gap”.                                                                              

(Cathy Dundee) 

“Rosalie was one of Trinity's Pilots 'officers' - a regular volunteer 

helping children to play games, do arts and crafts and learn about 

Jesus and his world. Her kind and calm presence will be fondly 

remembered by the young people”.                               (Sam Elliot)                                                 

“Rosalie was a valued member of the Queens Road Housegroup, 

contributing often with humour but always thoughtfully and non-

judgmentally”.                                                              (Sandy McLeish)                                                        

“Rosalie will be remembered in our hearts. My first recollection of 

her was at the 2015 Lent group, when she was open, friendly and 

generous-spirited. I valued her friendship and was fortunate to pray 

often with her at the Prayer Group.  Once, I brought a candle to act 

as a point of reflection, and Rosalie calmly allayed my fears of 

setting-off the smoke alarm; "It'll be alright" she said.  Her last 

venture was to initiate the Lectio Divina group, which she was to 

have hosted; we held the meeting at the Manse in her honour and 

will continue fortnightly on Tuesdays”.                      (Miriam Grant)                                                                                           

“A really supportive and valued member of the Church and Society 

group, Rosalie will be much missed for her thoughtful contributions 

and her cheerfulness.  She did much to support the South London 

Refugee Association and had taken up with enthusiasm the idea of 

refugee sponsorship and had been willing to take a lead in this at 

Trinity. Her passing was noted at the recent meeting of South 

London Citizens at Southwark Cathedral.”   (Margaret Tulloch)                                                 

 

Rosalie’s family and friends will be in our thoughts and prayers. At 

Trinity, she will be remembered with affection and admiration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

For your diaries! 
 

 

 
Church Family Barbecue 
 

Sunday 16 June sees the return of our Church Family Barbecue, 

after the Sunday morning service. 

 

The cost will be £5 for Adults, £3 for children, £15 for a family of 

four, which will include good quality burgers and sausages plus soft 

drinks.  We also ask that everyone brings a dish to share, whether 

that’s a salad, a side or a dessert, plus bring your own wine/beer. 

 

Please sign up on the sheets on the notice board in the corridor. 

 Volunteers to help set up, tidy away and help with cooking are also 

required, plus BBQ loans. 

 

Offers of help, plus requests for further information, to Pam Rostron, 

please. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Social Group 
 

The June meeting (5 June) will be an afternoon outing to Garsons 

Farm, Winterdown Road, Esher KT10 8LS. 

 

Garsons comprises restaurant, farm shop and a garden centre - we 

will meet for tea at 3pm and afterwards there will be a chance to 

look around. 

 

All will be welcome to join us but please tell Alan or Janet Young if 

you need transport or if you are able to provide transport. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

JUNE 
 

 
 

 

1 Sat 16:00 Pilots 
 

2 SUN 10:30 Elders’ meeting 

  11:00 Morning worship with Holy 

Communion 

 

5 Wed 14:30 Wednesday Social Group – Summer 

   outing   

  20:00 Elders’ Council 

6 Thu 19:30 Prayer group 

7 Fri 10:00 Trinity Toddlers 

  19:30 Film Club 

  20:00 Friday Fellowship 

 

9 SUN Pentecost 

 

  11:00 Morning worship led by 

   Revd Nicola Furley-Smith,  

   Moderator of URC Southern Synod 

 

11 Tue 14:30 Pastoral Team 

  20:00 Queens Road Housegroup 

12 Wed 20:00 Church & Society 

13 Thu 10:30 Lettings Team  

  19:30 Prayer group 

14 Fri 10:00 Trinity Toddlers 

  20:00 Friday Fellowship 

15 Sat 16:00 Pilots 

 
16 SUN Trinity Sunday 

  11:00 Morning worship & Confirmation 

  12:30 Church BBQ 

 



 
 
 
 

20 Thu 19:30 Prayer group 

21 Fri 10:00 Trinity Toddlers 

  19:30 Film Club 

  20:00 Friday Fellowship 

 

23 SUN 11:00 Morning worship 

27 Thu 19:30 Prayer group 

28 Fri 10:00 Trinity Toddlers 

  20:00 Friday Fellowship 

 

30 SUN 11:00 All age worship - Children’s Favourite  

   hymn service  

 

 

 

 

Visit of Synod Moderator 
 

On Sunday 9 June – Pentecost - we look forward to welcoming 

the Revd Nicola Furley-Smith, Moderator of URC Southern Synod 

who will be leading our worship. 

 

Appointed Synod Moderator in 2011, Nicola 

has wide ranging responsibilities both within 

Synod and also in the wider church. She 

plays a key role in developing the Synod’s 

vision and strategy by offering theological 

insight, having a clear awareness of 

priorities, and facilitating open discussion 

within the Synod to enable it to be the Body 

of Christ here in the South East.  

 

However, her priority is always ensuring pastoral care of ministers 

and local churches, giving encouragement and support to help them 

be the people God intends them to be.  She attends Synod Area 

Pastoral Committee meetings. She is passionate about Christian 

unity and works with other Christian denominations at regional level 

to realise the Gospel call to be one.  



 
 
 
 

TRINITY’S NEW ORGAN 
 
After years of researching and 

deliberating, Trinity has a splendid new 

church organ. A wide range of options for 

refurbishing our former pipe organ, or of 

replacing it with another pipe organ was 

considered. Last summer, Church 

Meeting decided that the optimum solution was to purchase a new, 

digital instrument of superior quality. That decision was based on a 

strategy that will sustain our musical tradition in ways that we feel 

reflect the current and future needs, priorities and resources of our 

congregation in the 21st century. 

 

During March, the pipe organ was removed with care and skill by 

Maciej Sztuba, an organ builder based in Poland and his team, 

ensuring that the façade of organ pipes was taken down and 

restored without damage. The dismantled instrument was 

transported by road and sea for renovation and eventual installation 

at St Michael the Archangel RC church, an imposing building located 

in the Mokotow district of Warsaw. The former Trinity organ console 

is now on display in that church and we are in regular contact with 

Karol Szwech, their Director of Music and a talented young 

musician., It is hoped that a number of Trinity people will visit 

Warsaw once ‘our’ former pipe organ is brought into use.  

 

Trinity’s Johannus Ecclesia digital organ was installed in time for 

Palm Sunday and dedicated by Revd Nigel Uden, Co-Moderator of 

the United Reformed Church, during an uplifting service on Easter 

Day. The instrument was ‘voiced’ on 3rd May to maximise its 

capability and performance by Professor Dr Ian Tracey, Organist 

Titulaire at Liverpool Cathedral, who is renowned internationally.  

Andrew, our Director of Music is enjoying discovering the range and 

scope of the new organ and has demonstrated already what a 

versatile instrument we now have.  

 

An inaugural concert for our new organ is being planned for the 

evening of Saturday 21 September in which Professor Tracey, 

Karol Szwech and Andrew Davies will participate. More details 

later, but please note and reserve the date now. It will be a 

memorable occasion!                                               Sandy McLeish 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Tulloch family running a stall at the Christian Aid Car Boot Sale 

in St Mary's field on 11 May. 

 

The amount raised at the Car boot sale was £1100.00 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Trinity URC – 2018 Accounts: Outturn & Prospects 
 
Trinity’s finances remain on track despite several headwinds. 

Overall, total reserves are marginally down for the year but on basic 

income and expenditure, a surplus was achieved. 

 

In 2018, expenditure was marginally up on the previous year. Our 

largest cost is the ‘Ministry & Mission Fund’ contribution (see pie 

chart below) that goes towards the central funding of the stipends 

and pensions for all ministers in the URC.  It provides almost 90% of 

our denomination’s total income so is a vital part of the wider URC’s 

finances. Our 2019 levy represents a cost of £9 per week per 

member. 

 

The increase in expenditure reflects inflationary increases of 3% or 

less, in most of our major costs, e.g. M&M contribution and MRC 

administration, with only Utility & Insurance up materially at 13%, 

though 3% up on 2016. On the credit side, spending on Children & 

Young People was well under budget while we operate without a 

salaried Youth Worker. 

 

But the key variable for Trinity is its income. This comprises three 

main elements – regular donations through Planned Giving & the 

Open Plate at Sunday services, Lettings income from the MRC and 

Legacies. The latter item is obviously not budgeted for so is 

excluded from all analyses. However, Trinity has benefitted greatly 

over the years from many generous legacies which have boosted our 

finances materially, and 2018 was no exception. 

 

Planned Giving & Open Plate receipts were up by 3%, despite losing 

a number of significant donors. These have been replaced by a 

combination of new donors and increased contributions from existing 

donors.  And contributions from taxpayers enable Trinity to recover 

Gift Aid tax relief which increases our income by 9%.  

 

Notwithstanding, the Planned Giving Secretary remains constantly 

vigilant because, effectively, we must ‘run hard just to stand still’ so 

any extra continues to be much appreciated, especially from new 

contributors joining the Planned Giving scheme. Please do contact 

Andrew Melrose, our Planned Giving Secretary, or me if you would 

like further details. 

 



 
 
 
 

Our Lettings income in 2018 was an excellent 7% up on the previous 

year, another great result.  Our Administrator and the Lettings team 

continue to do a brilliant job and lettings provided 49% of Trinity’s 

total income in the year (see the pie chart below). The increase is 

due to careful nurturing of 6 major ‘customers’ + growing the 

number of regular hirers. 

 

Trinity benefitted from one legacy in 2018 with Dr Eric Hunt’s estate 

providing £5,000.  This enabled us to make a surplus even after 

paying £25,000 for the rewiring of worship area. Our unrestricted 

reserves rose to £377,500 at the year end which enables me to 

retain funds for major roof repairs of £150,000 in addition to a 

General Reserve of £100,000 for emergencies. £50,000 had been 

set aside for the new organ but, thanks to very generous donations, 

this capital is now available for other purposes. Updating Trinity’s IT 

resources is a strong candidate for these monies.  

 

So currently Trinity’s finances are in a solid state. However, this 

relies on us continuing to receive generous Planned Giving and Open 

Plate donations. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries 

or would like further information. 

 
Robin Goodchild, Congregational Treasurer  
c/o office@trinitywimbledon.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Expenditure in 2018  
 

 
 

Trinity’s Income in 2018 



 
 
 
 

From the archives 
Through the decades No 5: 1920s 

 

 
 

This aerial view of Wimbledon was taken in the early 1920s. 

 

Trinity’s spire can be seen towards the top of the picture with the 

spire of the old Worple Road Congregational church to its left. The St 

Mark’s church building, later damaged by fire, is to the right. 

 

Hill Road drops down towards the railway and the Broadway 

continues towards the bottom of the picture with the theatre at the 

foot. Queens Road Baptist church, the frontage of which is now 

incorporated in the Centre Court Shopping Centre is prominent on 

the right. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

MERTON CITIZENS 

Five of us from Trinity attended South London Citizens’ Assembly at 

Southwark Cathedral on 7 May. South London Citizens brings 

together 7 Citizens Groups, namely Croydon, Greenwich, Lambeth, 

Lewisham, Merton, Peckham and Southwark, and there were 440 

representatives present (the Cathedral was packed tight!) to hold to 

account the leaders of councils, including Merton, for commitments 

they had given previously on housing, refugee welcome and safety 

and youth violence. They included adults, young people and children 

from churches, schools and mosques. The Bishops of Southwark and 

Croydon addressed the assembly, and the Deputy Mayors of London 

for Housing (James Murray) and Social Integration (Debbie Weekes-

Bernard), and the Head of London’s Violence Reduction Unit (Lib 

Peck) answered questions and updated the assembly on the work 

they were doing. 

 

For Merton Citizens in particular, Robin Goodchild challenged the 

leader of Merton Council, Stephen Alambritis, about progress with 

licensing schemes, including selective licensing, for private sector 

landlords in the borough, and Merton’s support for developing a 

community land trust housing scheme in the borough.  

 

There was a powerful presentation about refugee welcome, in which 

two children from the Syrian family sponsored by Raynes Park 

Community Church took part.  Merton Council’s Leader increased the 

borough commitment to take in unaccompanied child refugees from 

30 to 50 over the next 10 years and committed the borough to 

increasing the English language teaching support for refugees.  

 

Young people from Public Spirit, a partnership between Citizens UK 

and Southwark Diocese, spoke and presented a drama scene about 

the commitment they had obtained from Croydon Police and their 

MP, Steve Reed, to work with them to develop a better, relational 

alternative to Stop and Search, as part of work to reduce youth 

violence – fortunately not close at hand in Wimbledon, but 

something about which we all need to be concerned. 

Mike Tulloch 

 



 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday in June to 

 

  9 Raychel Matika       (8)  

10 Olivia Scharinger   (10)  

19 Nathan Mansfield  (13)  

27 Toby Collins           (6)  

28 Oliver Mansfield    (10)  
 

  

 
 

 

From the Editor 
 

A big thank you to you all at Trinity for your contributions, 

help and encouragement.  Without this valuable input there 

would be no Trinity News. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FINAL DATE FOR COPY FOR THE JULY/AUGUST  EDITION OF 

TRINITY NEWS TO REACH THE EDITOR IS 10 JUNE 

PLEASE BE PROMPT 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Pentecost 


