
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon

Sunday 12 April 2020: EASTER DAY
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Preparation
Today's service includes a celebration of Communion in which to share: please have 
some bread and wine (or juice) ready to be uncovered at the appropriate point. You
might also like to have a candle to light, a pen and paper to hand, and (if you don't 
already take part in our Planned Giving scheme) a jar in which to place your offering. 

Whether you will be watching the video of the service, or simply reading through this 
text version, please aim to begin as close to 11am on Sunday as you can manage – 
so that, even whilst we can't meet in person at the church, Trinity folk will be 
'gathering' for worship at the same time.

If you're using this service as a family or household together without watching the 
video, then it's good if one person can read aloud the parts in normal type and 
everyone join in the words in bold type (you don't need to recite aloud any of the 
words in italics, which are for information, instruction, or reflection). But even if 
you're alone, you might still like to read all the normal and bold-type words aloud. 
You could even try singing the hymns – but if that makes you feel too self-conscious, 
then simply read the words!

Gathering in God's presence
If you have one, light a candle.

Call to Worship
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
   for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day,
   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
   This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

(Isaiah 25.6-9)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Hymn
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Let creation join to say: Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing ye heavens; thou earth, reply: Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Dying once, he all doth save; Alleluia!
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be given: Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!
Hail, the Resurrection Thou! Alleluia!

Charles Wesley, altd. (public domain text)

Praying our Praise & Thanksgiving
Pause to make a note (mentally or on paper!) of three things for which to be thankful.
If you're sharing in this act of worship with others in your household, you might like 
to talk about and identify these three things together. Then recite this prayer.

From old wood new life grows.
From death sprouts forth the buds of spring. 
And from you, Lord of our hearts, comes all that we need to be your people. 
In love you draw us to you. 
In grace you offer a way through our sin. 
In weakness you show the power of sacrifice. 

And here we give ourselves afresh. 
We recognise your hold on our lives, 
not because you are stronger, or hold all the aces, 
but because your love, which knows no end, nailed you to the cross – for us. 

In loving praise, we name our thanksgivings before you now.....

We say again – you are our Lord. 
We give ourselves to you. 
Take us and use us, for your glory. Amen 

(Adapted from an Easter prayer by Duncan Tuck)

The Lord's Prayer
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.



Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Matthew 28.1-10
1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and
sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear
of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 
women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is 
my message for you.’ 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came 
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’

[On the video of this service, Junior Church activities will be introduced at 
this point]

Hymn
Jesus, God with us, Emmanuel:
you have come to us,
stepping from glory, on earth to dwell.
We praise you, Jesus,
Son of Man and Son of God, our living Lord.
Come and take your rightful place:
let all our living be shaped by your holy word.

Man of Sorrows, you died for me,
paying the penalty, setting me free.
Risen in glory, you break death's hold;
risen in love, let your power be told.

Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes our sin:
you have known our grief,
you saw our suff'ring and entered in.
We praise you, Jesus,
for you gave your life that we might live anew.
And your Gospel summons us,
calls us to share in your mission our whole life through.

Man of Sorrows...



Jesus, Christ our Prophet, Priest, and King:
God's Anointed One,
yours is the story we'll always sing.
We praise you, Jesus;
now receive from us the service that we give:
for we are your people now;
we pledge to follow you all of the days we live.

© Dominic Grant 2020 (used by author's permission). Tune: Theme from 'Local Hero' by Mark Knopfler

Reflection

“He is not here.”  Four words that shape this day for us.  

Because on Easter Day we tell the story of the women who, out of devotion and 
tenderness, went to attend to the body of Jesus which had been entombed so hastily 
two days before. But when they reached the place, they saw the heavy stone rolled 
away and an angel announced to them that they would not find what they were 
looking for in this place to which they had come.

And on this strangest of Easter Days, unprecedented in living memory, that phrase 
“He is not here” is liable to raise a hollow echo for us. Because these words of 
absence, so familiar to us from the Easter proclamation of every generation, have 
suddenly taken on a new resonance.

Today, it's not just the tomb that's found empty... it's the church. All our churches. 

And that feels deeply strange, deeply unsettling. Because this is not how it should be 
– we want to be here, together, to meet and minister to one another, and be 
ministered to, in God's name. We want to find Jesus here.

But today, he is not here. And neither are we. There's just absence, and coldness, and
a sense of bewildered grief as we try to make sense of it all.

But maybe there's something positive to this disorientation and displacement. Maybe 
there's something good about no longer being able to read the Easter story with the 
comfortable smugness of being on the other side of it, of knowing how the story ends.

Because this time, we find ourselves instead having something in common with the 
disciples of Jesus on that first Easter day, locked away in their rooms, and reliant on 
hearing a message from those few people who are deemed to have a specific and 
permissible reason for making their journey to that place.

And if they tell us that “He is not here” - tell us that, today, the church is as silent as 
a tomb – then maybe it's a message that confronts us anew with the same urgent 
thought that must have met the disciples. “If not here, then where?”

At this point, the Gospel reading in a sense offers us the best of both worlds. Because 
as the two women begin to make their way back from the empty tomb to pass on the 
angel's message for the disciples, they are met by the risen Jesus himself – who 
greets them, but doesn't let them linger for long before sending them onwards. But 
ultimately it's the same message that's paramount, the message from the angel 
which Jesus himself reiterates: Go tell them that [Jesus] is GOING AHEAD OF THEM...



Maybe today, amid all the trauma and confusion of lockdown and pandemic, the 
message for us is that Jesus is going ahead of us. That even if it feels like we can't 
see him or be with him today, this sorrow WILL pass, and in due time we WILL meet 
him and be met by him.

And “if not here, then where?”

Today, maybe Jesus goes ahead of us to the places where in the days of his earthly 
ministry he was always found: places where the hungry are fed, where the sick are 
healed, where the lonely and excluded are restored to their place in the community.

Today, maybe Jesus goes ahead of us to calm the storm, to turn the water of 
depletion into the wine of abundance, to comfort those who mourn and tell them they 
are blessed.

So today, like the two women who were sent back from the tomb found empty – even
in your fear, lay hold of joy.

For on this day of all days, the power of God is located most fully in the emptiness 
and absence that we encounter in this place.

“He is not here; for he has been raised... and indeed he is going ahead of you...”.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Responding to God's grace

Interlude: “Praise his holy name” by Keith Hampton [on the video of this 
service, an audio recording of Trinity's choir will be included at this point]

Sing till the power of the Lord come down.
Shout Hallelujah, praise his holy name!

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now I'm found, was blind but now I see.
Jesus, Jesus, how I love thee. Shout Hallelujah, praise his holy name!

Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free?
No, there's a cross for everyone and there's a cross for me.
Jesus, Jesus, how I love thee. Shout Hallelujah, praise his holy name!

Holy Jesus, praise his name. Oh, Hallelujah, praise his holy name!

Praying for Needs & Concerns (today written by Margaret Tulloch)
On this Easter Day, the day of hope for Christians across the world we pray for the 
world, our church and ourselves. 

We pray that we all may have the strength to deal with the effects of Covid-19. We 
pray -

• for everyone everywhere,  as it affects every corner of the world - from New 
York, one of the most sophisticated cities in the world, where mass graves are 
being dug - across the continent to Ecuador where dead are lying in the streets.



• for China as it comes out of the disease, that it may not reoccur. We pray that 
we all may learn how such a disease can be avoided in the future.  

• for Europe where people are so used to having the freedom to work and to 
have leisure to meet friends and family and to travel wherever they might want
to go.  

• for those parts of the world including Africa where the virus is yet to inflict its 
full damage. 

• And for the many refugee camps where medical support is totally inadequate to
meet this pandemic.

There are so many for whom our prayers are needed - 
• that the efforts of all those seeking a cure and a vaccine will bring results.
• for key meetings of the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and G20 

finance ministers as Oxfam predicts an increase of half a billion people in 
poverty as a result of the pandemic.

• for the United Nations and its hope of ending conflict,  in particular  we pray for 
Yemen that the ceasefire may hold.

• for our politicians as they take the decisions which will affect us all. Especially 
we pray for our Prime Minister that he may make a full recovery.

• for everyone facing the frightening loss of employment or losing their 
businesses.

• for the thousands of people in this country upon whom we now realise now we 
depend on so much.  From bus drivers, delivery van drivers, supermarket 
workers, farmers, pharmacists, doctors, nurses, care workers, teachers, social 
workers, police, postal workers, volunteers helping in so many ways -  to 
creative people making videos to help us through the lock down. 

There is more unites us than divides us and this crisis has provided a very strong 
reminder of that, if it were needed. We pray that these lessons learnt of how much we
need each other will be a positive and lasting outcome when the virus is long 
forgotten. 

We pray for Trinity as we continue to reach out to each other. We pray for Dominic 
who is doing so much valuable work to keep us in touch and to keep the church going.

 Lastly we pray for ourselves. We pray –
• for the extremely vulnerable who have to stay in for a long time, totally 

dependent on others to care for them, perhaps even without the treatment they
were having

• for grand parents missing their grandchildren and wondering when they might 
see them again. 

• for grown up children miles away from their parents and unable to help them.
• for all families especially those having to manage in cramped accommodation 

with little support. 
• for children confused and frightened about the situation. 
• for the many people, who even in better times, live isolated lives without 

regular contact from others. 
• for the friends and family of those who are ill  or in care homes and are not able

to see them and comfort them 
• and for those facing the sometimes sudden death of those they love. 

We take a few moments to pray for those known to us and those who have asked for 
our prayers.........



This crisis has brought an overwhelming fear to so many. Yet Easter is a a time of 
happiness. Please strengthen us with the joy of Easter so we can face our fears. 

All these prayers we bring to you through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!). You should also uncover the bread 
and wine now.

Almighty and most merciful God,
out of the fullness of your gifts
we bring before you our gifts, and our lives.
Blessed be your holy name forever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Communion

In Matthew's Gospel it is written:
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat; this is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

Today, we are the disciples of Jesus;
and so we obey his command, follow his example, and respond to his invitation.

The summons comes to us: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Living God, 
You are the bringer of life from the places of death. 
You saved Noah and his family from the Flood 
and passed over the children of Israel
when death struck the firstborn of Egypt. 
You led your people out from slavery in Egypt;
bringing them through the waters of the Red Sea.
You saved Jonah from the deep,
bringing him forth from the belly of the whale.
You rescued Daniel from the pit of death,
preserving him from the claws of the lion.
You redeemed your people from exile in Babylon,
and summoned them to renewal in justice, righteousness, and peace. 



In all these saving acts, God, you spoke.
And in due time,
your very Word took flesh and dwelt among us.
The Word who brought fullness of life into being,
shines as the light which no darkness can master.

Therefore with all the company of heaven,
and with all your people 
of all places and times,
we proclaim your greatness and sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

In Jesus Christ, hope has dawned
upon the lost, the guilty, the fearful and the sick.
In him, the good news of deliverance is proclaimed.

For though he was despised and rejected -
though he was pursued to the death,
and breathed his last upon the cross for us -
in him you nullified death's curse and broke death's power.
For on the third day the tomb was found open and empty.
Fearful friends heard the announcement,
“he is not here, for he has been raised”.
And as they saw him, and were set free from fear,
so we come before you in worship and rejoicing.

For we proclaim what has been revealed to us,
the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

As Jesus, risen from the dead, went before his disciples to Galilee;
so now he goes before us, 
that we may encounter him not in a singular sacred space
but in all the places to which he summons us.

Therefore send your Spirit now, Lord God,
upon our separated gifts and separated selves,
that in this sacramental sharing
we may be united with one another and with Christ,
fed and nourished by his body and his blood.

Bless us with the assurance
that even in our dispersal,
you hold us, and keep us, 
as a holy and beloved fellowship in Christ.
And though what we do here
is partial and incomplete,
give us grace to await 
the fullness of its consummation.



As we celebrate this foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
which you prepare for all your beloved,
may we, and all your people, be renewed in service and in love;
to the glory of your mighty name,
the one holy and eternal God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   Amen.

Break the bread and pour the wine/juice with these words:

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Let all who are present be served, and consume together. Then join in the prayer:

Gracious God, may the love which meets us here
strengthen us until the day
when all your children may gather before you.  Amen.

Hymn
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

E Budry tr. RB Hoyle (public domain text)

Blessing
Now may the living God break open the tombs that close us in.
May Christ go before us and draw us to himself.
May the Spirit of truth awaken us to fresh possibility.
And may the Blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us, whether near or far,
today and always.  Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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