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Sunday 26 April 2020
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Preparation
You might like to use this resource at 11am on Sunday: it will be good to know that, 
even whilst we can't meet in person at the church, Trinity folk will be 'gathering' for 
worship at the same time. However, it can be used at any time on Sunday or during 
the week. A video of this service will be made available via Trinity's website in time 
for 11am on Sunday (though with slight adaptations), so you may like to follow along.

If possible, find somewhere to sit where you won't be distracted. Turn off your mobile 
phone, and have some calm music playing beforehand. You might like to have a 
candle to light, a pen and paper to hand, and a jar in which to place your offering.

It may seem odd, but try reading aloud for the parts of the service in normal type 
(you don't need to recite the sections in italics, which are for information, instruction, 
or reflection). You could even try singing the hymns – but if that makes you feel too 
self-conscious, then simply read the words!

Gathering in God's presence
If you have one, light a candle.

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 116)
What shall we give back to God for all God's generous love to us?
Let us lift up the cup of salvation,
and call on the name of the LORD!
With all God's people as witnesses,
let us fulfil our pledge to God, in service and in worship.

Hymn
We were not there to watch you come
to this poor world of sin and death,
nor have we seen your humble home
among the streets of Nazareth.
But we believe that you have trod
those paths and ours, O Son of God.

We did not see the cross raised high
on which they made a show of you,
nor did we hear your urgent cry
“Forgive – they don't know what they do!”
But we believe the deed was done
that shook our world and veiled its sun.

We did not go to see the tomb
in which no body now did lay;
we were not in the upper room;
we did not walk with you that day.



But we believe what angels said:
“Why seek the living with the dead?”

So meet us now, O risen Lord,
and set our hearts aflame with love.
Unfold to us your holy word,
and teach us all your ways to prove.
Yes, we believe! Fix us in grace,
until we see you face to face!

AR Richter, JH Gurney (altered & extended) - public domain text. Tune: Abingdon

Praying our Praise & Thanksgiving
Pause to make a note (mentally or on paper!) of three things for which to be thankful.
If you're sharing in this act of worship with others in your household, you might like 
to talk about and identify these three things together. Then recite this prayer.

Intimate God,
we praise you because you know each one of us;
the worries that nag us, 
the achievements we are proud of, 
the hopes and expectations 
that we hold, half-recognised, in our hearts.

We praise you for what we know of you;
the ways in which you have welcomed and met us, 
your quiet, constant, presence in our lives.

Today we give you thanks for...  (name the thanksgivings you've noted).

And we praise you 
for what we do not yet know; 
the mysteries of your creation,
the questions that baffle us,
the wonders of discovery awaiting us.

Unknown God,
may we be open to meet with you 
in unexpected ways; 
discerning your presence 
in what is strange to us,
and seeing the familiar 
with newly-opened eyes.
Amen.

(Adapted from A Service of the Word, “Worship: from the United Reformed Church”, p.86)

The Lord's Prayer
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Luke 24.13-27

For us it's now two weeks past Easter; but our Gospel reading takes us back to the 
first Easter Day, the day on which Jesus' tomb was found to be empty, as two of 
Jesus' circle of disciples are on the road to Emmaus. 
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?" They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have taken place there in these days?" 19 He asked them, "What things?" They 
replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed 
him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that
he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said; but they did not see him."
25 Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and 
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

Theme Introduction
Which do you prefer: someone who has all the answers for you, who can give you the
explanations you need in a simple and straightforward way; or someone who prefers 
to ask you questions and then listen as you try and work it all out?
Two completely opposite approaches, but when it comes to teaching or 
communicating new information, both of these are techniques that people might use. 
And which one works better for you, do you think? Because people are different: you 
might enjoy being prompted to think about how best to approach a particular issue, 



or you might find that infuriating and simply want someone to present you with a 
step-by-step solution. Or is it better to mix and match? After all, the last few 
sentences I've spoken, have alternated between questions and statements. Did you 
notice that?

It's been pointed out that in the Gospels – the books in the Bible that tell the story of 
Jesus, his life and teaching and death and resurrection – there are 183 questions that 
people ask Jesus, but 307 that he asks other people. Now admittedly I've not been 
through them all to double-check the numbers; but it does seem pretty clear that 
Jesus was fond of asking questions, to get people thinking.

And that's what happens in the Bible reading we've heard just now – where Jesus, 
risen from the tomb, meets two of his disciples and walks with them on their journey 
from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus, a couple of hours' walk away. Maybe we 
might expect him to say to them, “Peace be with you! Behold the wounds in my hands
and side!” - as he did in the Bible reading we heard last Sunday. But no, on this 
occasion the two disciples don't even realise it's Jesus – his identity is hidden from 
them at this stage - and he simply asks them questions: “What are you talking about?
What's happened?”

Maybe that's a helpful pattern for the Church to follow, as we seek to celebrate and 
share the good news of Jesus. Yes, we've been entrusted with a task of evangelism, a
message to proclaim; but maybe the best way in to that task is to take time to ask 
people questions, to listen to their responses, and to let that shape our proclamation.

Later in this service our second Bible reading will pick up where the first one has left 
off; but for now, maybe one more question: what might Jesus be telling you, or 
asking you, today?

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

Hymn
Sing of Resurrection, vict'ry o'er the grave!
Death has been defeated, Christ has come to save.
He sets us free from every sin and shame;
Walk with us, Lord Jesus, set our hearts aflame.

See the friends of Jesus, walking on their way,
struggling to make sense of all they'd heard that day.
Christ shares their journey, helps them to re-frame;
walk with us, Lord Jesus, set our hearts aflame.

“Stay a little longer, night is drawing near.”
Then as bread is shared, at last they see him clear.
Now they're inspired, Christ's presence to proclaim;
walk with us, Lord Jesus, set our hearts aflame.

When we feel confused, not knowing what to do,
meet us in our mire and show us all that's true.
So shall our journey never be the same;
walk with us, Lord Jesus, set our hearts aflame.   

© Dominic Grant 2020 – used by author's permission. Tune: Noël Nouvelet



Bible Reading: Luke 24.28-35

The story of the Emmaus Road encounter continues...

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures 
to us?" 

33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, "The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Reflection
So: what might Jesus be telling you, or asking you, today?

Well clearly that's bound to be something specific and individual to you – it's not 
something I or anyone else can give you a blueprint for. But I think what we CAN 
glean from our Bible passage – the story of Jesus on the Emmaus road, told in two 
parts today – is a suggestion of some tips and guidelines to help us catch sight of 
Jesus, to help us be aware of the presence of God in Christ today.

Firstly, perhaps the most immediate principle is that it's a good idea for the friends of 
Jesus to carry on doing the things that Jesus has showed them – has showed us. That
means, being open to people, willing to walk with them on their journey. As we saw 
earlier, it means asking questions(!) - rather than trying to give the impression that 
we're the ones with all the spiritual answers. This second part of the reading reminds 
us also that it's about seeking to build and deepen relationships of hospitality: 
welcoming people, yes, but also responding positively to others, being ready to go out
of our way to be with them when they ask.

Secondly, and following on from that focus on continuity with the practices and habits 
of Jesus: I think there's something here about the time-honoured traditions and 
practices of the Church as a means by which we latch on to Jesus himself. Now 
obviously, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus aren't on their way to a church 
service; but nevertheless, the shape of their encounter takes in two significant 
features: an exploration of the Scriptures, and then the breaking of bread together in 
a setting which strongly resonates with the Lord's Supper, with what we know as 
Communion. And so as the word of God is proclaimed, and as they share in a 
sacramental meal, they realise and recognise Christ's presence with them. And so it 
can be for us.

Then thirdly, perhaps there's a reminder here for the disciples and for us that Jesus is
no longer bound to just one place. He won't only be walking with us – he'll be going 
ahead of us also. We see that at the very end of the story: when Cleopas and his 
companion have dashed back from Emmaus to Jerusalem to share their amazing 
news, they find that the disciples THERE are already saying that Jesus is risen – he's 



already appeared to Peter. And so for us, let's not fall into thinking that we have 
special 'ownership' of Jesus: maybe he's gone ahead of us to surprise us at journey's 
end.

One final thought. I mentioned earlier that I can't claim to be specific about what 
Jesus is wanting to communicate to you today. But on the basis of this passage from 
Luke's Gospel, I think we can dare to name something that he's NOT trying to tell 
you.

Let there be no suggestion that Jesus is asking you or telling you that seeing him, 
recognising him, is simply a matter of you having to try harder. No, a moment of 
revelation isn't ever offered as a reward for spiritual prowess; instead, it's always and 
entirely a gift of God's grace. Look at the language used to describe it in the text: at 
first the disciples' eyes WERE KEPT from recognising Jesus; it is only later that their 
eyes WERE OPENED, and they came to realise that he had BEEN MADE KNOWN to 
them in the breaking of the bread. God's initiative, God's action, every time. 

As for us: let it be our task, only and always, to seek God's revelation with openness 
and trust, and to be ready to respond.

Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (written by Peter Smith)

At the start of our service Dominic asked you to think of three things to be thankful 
for.  Similarly, I am asking you to think of things you want to ask God to do for you in
the future (I will be praying for elderly relatives and our daughters, Rebecca and 
Anna, who are home schooling young children of primary age but with the added 
distraction of each also having a lively three year old in the house).

Let us pray.

We pray for your church throughout the world, particularly those who, like us, are in 
lockdown.  May we use the silence of this unsettling time to be more like God.…..
Open our hearts to expect that he will change us, even if, like the disciples on the 
Emmaus Road, we don’t recognise him at the time.  With fewer distractions around 
us, help us to understand and commit to those things of genuine importance: acts of 
kindness, salvation of souls, community, prayer.  Help us find more empathy with 
those who are always isolated: the housebound, those in prison….. Help us to see 
what God wants to do in and through us now ….. how to change us for the better.
We thank you, Lord.

We pray for the Queen and her family, the Prime Minister and his family, and for all 
our leaders.  Please guide them as they make enormously important decisions - with 
no guarantee of success.  May they always act with wisdom and integrity, courage 
and prudence.
We thank you, Lord.

We pray for all those working in the NHS, transport, food distribution, refuse 
collection, and all the services we take for granted but rarely think about.  Be with 
them as go to work daily knowing the very real risks they run ….. risks we might not 
be prepared to take ourselves.
We thank you, Lord.



We pray for our families and friends at Trinity and beyond ….. those, possibly 
unknown to us, but for whom Trinity has received emailed prayer requests ….. and 
finally, silently in our hearts, we bring our own personal requests ….. 
We thank you, Lord.

We pray for all those who are sick ….. those with Covid-19 ….. those desperately 
worried that they may be contracting it ….. and for those sick, but who are avoiding 
seeking medical help.  Be with them all when their families and friends cannot be with
them to hold them.  May they feel your embrace.
We thank you, Lord.

We pray for all the bereaved ….. we know how a hug can mean everything when no 
words are adequate ….. we pray for those whose bereavement has been made all the 
more traumatic amid the lockdown restrictions.  
We thank you, Lord.

Finally, may we never forget to pray for those with all life’s other problems: financial, 
marital, mental health …..  whose problems will often have been made worse by the 
strains of lockdown.
We thank you, Lord.

And I will end with Mother Julian of Norwich, who, having survived the Black Death, 
taught a message of optimism based on the certainty of being loved by God and of 
being protected by his Providence. God had told her “All shall be well, and all shall be 
well and all manner of things shall be well.”
Amen to that.

Offertory
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn
My life flows on in endless song
above earth's lamentation:
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.

No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging;
since love is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear that music ringing;



it finds an echo in my soul:
how can I keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm...

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing.
All things are mine since I am his!
How can I keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm...

Robert Lowry & Doris Plenn (altd.) after an early Quaker song - public domain text. 
Tune: How can I keep from singing.

Blessing
May the ever-present God, the source of all life
prompt us into new beginnings.
May the ever-living God, travelling alongside,
guide us to walk in God's way.
May the ever-loving God, surrounding with care
open our eyes in recognition.
And may we know the assurance of the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far, today and always.  Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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