
Notes on the Bible story for parents and carers

Matthew’s narrative of the resurrection comes at a time of great turbulence for Jesus’ 
followers. Jesus’ popularity and number of followers had been growing. He was hailed as the 
one who would restore Israel, as foretold by the prophet Jeremiah, and had entered 
Jerusalem in triumph; only days later to be tried and put to death on a cross. Excitement 
turned to grief, hope to fear and joy to disappointment.

Matthew adds information to Mark’s account, specifically the earthquake and descent of the 
angel who rolls back the stone; it doesn’t have the ambiguity of Mark’s or John’s accounts.

Mary Magdalene and her friend, also called Mary, take a significant role in the story. At a 
time when women did not have prominent roles in society, the angel, like Jesus, chooses 
unexpected people to do God’s work. Their function in the story is that of witnesses and, 
like the Samaritan woman Jesus met at the well, they cannot keep their joy to themselves.

The other readings for today hint at the events that Matthew writes about. Jeremiah 
anticipates the restoration of all Israel and picks up on the joy and worship that this will 
result in. Peter’s outline of the Gospel message in Acts 10 links our role with that of the 
two Marys – we are witnesses, and we are chosen by God. Like them, we should not keep 
the joy of Christ rising from the dead to ourselves.

Talk together with children
• What was the most amazing part of the story?
• How do you think you would feel if you were one of the women 

who visited the tomb?
• How can we share the good news that Jesus is alive?
 
Talk together with young people
• What sort of emotions did the two women go through during the course of the first 

Easter morning?
• How do we share our own good news stories?
• How can we share the joy of Easter in a world where news is driven by speculation and 

personal opinion?

Song suggestions:

The Passion (Hillsong) - with a beautiful video to accompany it. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWonUVd0WhI

This is Amazing Grace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQKj2Zptr0

There is a Green Hill Far Away (more traditional - sung by King’s College, Cambridge 
choir)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0ybUpuLn8M
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