
 

 

Notes, questions and song links  
 
Notes: 
 
Every year at this time, Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims arriving for the Passover. It would have 
been a chaotic time, more like a demonstration or a march than a pilgrimage walk. The inevitable 
strains on law and order would have drawn in extra soldiers to keep the peace, which only heightened 

the pilgrims ’hopes for freedom. 
 

When Jesus and his followers went on this pilgrimage, this was a clear moment when Jesus ’disciples 
may have anticipated him acting differently. Would he turn the stones of popular expectation into the 
bread of political freedom? Was he willing to risk everything to show the crowds who he was? Instead 
he entered the city as a peacemaker, on a donkey, hungry only for righteousness and mercy. 
 
A man and his followers coming into the city on a donkey would have been a tiny part of this chaos. 
Would he have even been noticed? What would the Romans and bystanders have thought of this? As 

some were shouting ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, would they have been heard above the noise of the 
crowds? 
 
But Jesus was making a peaceful statement about the kind of king, prophet and leader he was. The 

reading from Isaiah foreshadows Jesus ’suffering by reminding us that a prophet’s vocation is costly, 

and the passage from Philippians talks of being ‘emptied’. Would we, as a community of faith, rejoice 
and celebrate Jesus coming to us as this kind of king? 
 
 
Questions for discussion 
 
For children: 
What was the most surprising part of the story and why? 
Have you ever been part of a big crowd watching an event? 
If you saw Jesus on the street, what word might you shout and why? 
 
For young people: 
How might the bystanders have felt when they watched what was happening? 

What might you have thought if you were one of Jesus ’disciples? 
What may the crowds have anticipated happening straight after this incident? 
 
 
Song links: 
 
Lord I Lift Your Name On High  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQ6cni_TG8 

 

 
If My People  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqulHU9SJbI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COQ6cni_TG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqulHU9SJbI

