
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon

Sunday 17 May 2020 
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 66)

Come and bless God, all you people; let the sound of God's praise be heard -
God who keeps us and cares for us all through life, and guards our footsteps.
Blessed be God, who does not spurn the prayers of the people!
Blessed be God, whose steadfast love for us shall not be moved!

Hymn

Father in heaven,
grant to your children
mercy and blessing,
songs never ceasing,
love to unite us,
grace to redeem us -
Father in heaven,
Father our God.

Jesus, Redeemer,
may we remember
your gracious passion,
your resurrection.
Worship we bring you,
praise shall we sing you -
Jesus, Redeemer,
Jesus our Lord.

Spirit descending
whose is the blessing,
strength for the weary,
help for the needy:
make us your temple,
born a new people - 
Spirit descending,
Spirit adored.

 DT Niles © Christian Conference of Asia. CCLI 11603. Tune: 'Halad'.

Prayer of Approach

Lord our God, we praise you:
because we, and all the world, belong to you,
and since before the dawn of time
you have held and guided all creation in love.



There's nothing so big that you can't handle it, God -
and there's nothing and no-one too small to be important to you.
For in Jesus, you have assured us
that even the hairs on our head have been numbered.
And Jesus has shown us the depth of your love for everyone:
taking upon himself the burden of our sin and shame,
and carrying them to the cross where he died for us.
But death couldn't hold him: for on the third day he rose again,
declaring your loving purpose, and promising your power.

So today, as we set aside this time in our separate places,
may we be united with one another in worshipping you.
Hear us as we bring our thanksgiving
for the blessings which we each name before you now... (offer your 3 thanksgivings).

And we ask, loving Lord:
give us grace to know your mercy and your welcome;
give us openness to hear your word to us;
give us courage and strength to respond.

All this we ask, loving Father,
in the power of your Holy Spirit,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Joshua 1.1-11, 16-18 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun,
Moses’ assistant, saying, 2 ‘My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the 
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the 
Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, 
as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great 



river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west 
shall be your territory. 5 No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your 
life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be 
strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I 
swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being 
careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; 
do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all 
that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall 
be successful. 9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 ‘Pass through the camp, and 
command the people: “Prepare your provisions; for in three days you are to cross 
over the Jordan, to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God gives 
you to possess.”’

16 They answered Joshua: ‘All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever 
you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. 
Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 Whoever rebels 
against your orders and disobeys your words, whatever you command, shall be put to
death. Only be strong and courageous.’

Theme Introduction

You can tell that someone's important when they've got a book named after them. 
The reading that we've just heard comes from the Old Testament part of the Bible, 
from the Book of Joshua – and Joshua is definitely one of the big heroes of the Bible. 
He took over the leadership of God's people after Moses had died – and so it was 
Joshua who had the task of completing the Exodus journey by which the Israelites 
had been brought out from slavery in Egypt, to come to the land which God had 
promised them.

Now, I wonder: what do you look for in a hero? Is it big muscles, physical strength 
and speed? Is it a powerful brain, with the ability to work out complicated problems or
even invent new solutions? Maybe your heroes are people with artistic talents – 
writers or musicians or painters. 

All of those are good reasons to qualify someone as a hero. But none of them are 
necessary qualities – a hero doesn't have to fit any of those descriptions. Because a 
hero could just be someone who has led a pretty ordinary life, but who just happens 
to have been in a particular place at a particular time, and has had the courage to do 
the right thing.

Probably most of us have been spending some time recognising that kind of hero, 
every Thursday evening since Lockdown began, by clapping or making a noise at our 
front door to show our appreciation and gratitude for everyone who's a keyworker.

As for Joshua - the Bible doesn't really tell us about whether he had much muscle or 
brainpower or artistic ability. But this first chapter of the Book of Joshua does tell us a



lot about the encouragement he received as he began to take on his heroic task. 
Three times God tells him: be strong and courageous. And what was going to be the 
basis for his strength and courage? Not his own resources – no, instead it was God's 
promise: the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.

And what I really love about this passage is that it's not only God who gives that 
encouragement. Right at the end of the passage, we heard that all of the people 
promised their support to Joshua, with those same words: be strong and courageous.

So that's a good principle for us to latch onto today. We may not feel especially heroic
– but who knows, maybe each of us can be the right person in the right place at the 
right time. And just as God reassures us with the promise that, in Jesus, God is with 
us;  so also we can reassure one another as we urge one another to be strong and 
courageous to do the right thing.

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

Hymn

Be bold, be strong,
for the Lord your God is with you;
be bold, be strong,
for the Lord your God is with you!
I am not afraid, (no, no, no!)
I am not dismayed. (not me!)
For I'm walking in faith and victory;
come on and walk in faith and victory,
for the Lord your God is with you.

Morris Chapman © 1983 Word Music / adm Song Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, 
Uckfield TN22 1QG. CCLI 11603.

Bible Reading: John 14.15-21

15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’

Reflection

This passage follows on from the reading we were looking at last Sunday, and it's part
of a long section in John's Gospel in which Jesus is teaching and encouraging his 
disciples at the last meal they'll share together before his arrest and crucifixion. 



And so it's a kind of transitional moment: they still don't realise or understand quite 
what's coming, but Jesus is preparing them for a future in which things will be 
changed, in which what it means to 'see' Jesus, to 'be with' him, will be quite different
to the ordinary face-to-face interactions that they've become used to over the 
previous months and years.

Does that ring any bells for us, I wonder? This is now the ninth Sunday on which 
we've all had to 'Worship At Home' (and for some of us, it's a little longer than that 
since it was last possible to gather in a congregation or even meet up with loved 
ones). So we too have had to try and acclimatise ourselves to a different experience 
of 'being together' – whether through online video or over the telephone, or even just 
knowing that we're reading and praying the same words at the same time as people 
elsewhere.

So take heart – because it's to us, as well as to those first disciples, that Jesus makes 
this parting promise: the assurance that “the Spirit of truth... abides in you, and will 
be in you”. Indeed, as he goes on to explain, the indwelling Spirit of God becomes the
means by which we can continue to know and experience the presence of Jesus 
himself, within the love of our heavenly Father.

Now, we know that Lockdown won't last for ever – there will come a time when 
churches can reopen, although all the indications are that when this does happen it 
will have to be cautious and gradual, with ongoing social distancing measures for 
some time – so that each one of us is protected, and each one of us is protecting the 
people around us.

And that surely means that this is not a time for supposed heroics, for pushing 
against the boundaries of all that keeps ourselves and others safe.

Just as strongly as he promises his friends that God's Spirit will come so they're not 
left to fend for themselves, Jesus sets a boundary on the freedom which is their hope 
and inheritance: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”. And likewise, in 
the reading from the Book of Joshua which we heard earlier: amid the repeated 
urging to “be strong and courageous” there is also a repeated instruction to “be 
careful” - careful not to think that because of God's favour, we're invulnerable; careful
not to go beyond what is appropriate or wise.

But I believe that an attitude of loving, obedient submission to God, even within this 
kind of restriction, is the truest kind of freedom – and the truest kind of heroism. 
Because that's the place within which the fullness of Jesus' promise is realised and 
experienced. As we give ourselves in love to God and in love to our neighbours, we 
keep the commandment of Jesus – we reflect the love and the life of Jesus himself – 
and so we come to see and know God's very self, abiding with us, even during this 
time of our separation.

Responding to God's grace

[In the video of the service, a Choir item will be included here]



Praying for Needs & Concerns (written by Mark Dennis)

Lord, in the knowledge of your great love for all people,
we look forward to, and pray for, the coming of your Holy Spirit.

At this time of great difficulty and challenge for so many people, 
help us to have confidence in your love for us;
help us to communicate and share your love with others, 
in such ways as we are able.

We pray that we would have compassion and sympathy for other
people, in a world struggling with coronavirus and many other challenges; 
and in which there remains so much need.

As the annual week comes to an end, we pray for the work of Christian Aid.

We pray that we who are your church, and know your commandments, 
will keep them.  
Give to your church commitment, stewardship and faithfulness.  
May we be obedient to you and seek to do your will.

As you have called us to know you and your Holy Spirit,
you have called us to love you.
Lord, sustain us by your love and make us worthy of our calling.
We pray for the work of the church among outcasts, refugees,
and rejected people.
We pray for the work of the Wimbledon FoodBank and Faith in Action.

We pray for the churches and faith communities in our Borough; and for our own 
church, Trinity United Reformed Church.

We pray for our minister, Dominic and his wife, Miriam.
We pray for all the elders, leaders and members of our church 
and all who worship with us.

Lord, we pray for all who find life difficult at this time when the world is struggling 
with coronavirus.  In your love and mercy, we pray for an end to the virus.

We pray for all those who are ill, from coronavirus or any other cause.

In a moment of silence, we remember before God those we know who need our 
prayers...

(Silence)

Lord, we thank you that you hear all our prayers: 
those said quietly in our hearts and homes, as clearly as those said aloud in worship.  
We pray that you would answer our prayers, 
not necessarily as we have asked, but as your love directs.



These prayers we ask in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

Come down, O Love Divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing;
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace
till they become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

 Bianco da Siena tr. RF Littledale (public domain text). Tune: 'Down Ampney'.



Closing Prayer and Blessing (based on 1 Peter 3.14-16)

Let us go forth with courage, unafraid;
let us sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts,
and be ready to speak of the hope that is in us
with gentleness, reverence, and a clear conscience.

And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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