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Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 93.1-2)

The LORD is king, robed in majesty; 
robed and girded with strength. 
God has established the world; it shall never be moved;
your throne, Lord, is established from of old; 
you are from everlasting.

So let us bring our worship to God, made known in Christ,
whose word is sure and everlasting.

Hymn

At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him King of glory now.
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

Humbled for a season, to receive a Name
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came,
he became a witness, faithful to the last,
and returned victorious when from death he passed.

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him make new
all that is not holy, all that is not true.
He is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord,
ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored.

When this same Lord Jesus shall appear again
in his Father's glory, there with him to reign,
then may we adore him, all before him bow,
as our hearts confess him King of glory now.

 Caroline M Noel (altd). Public Domain text. Tune: 'Camberwell'.

Prayer of Approach

Take a moment to list three things to offer to God in prayer:
this time choose one thanksgiving, one confession, and one hope.
You won't have to speak these aloud, or share them with anyone, if you don't wish to!
Then join in this prayer:



God our Father, we praise you for your love.
You made the world, and everything in it:
you give life to all people.
Thank you for the good things in our lives: ...
give us grace to share the blessings we've received.

Jesus our Lord, we praise you for your love.
You died to save us, and rose to conquer death,
and from your throne in heaven
you summon us still to follow you.
We're sorry for the wrong things in our lives: ...
give us compassion to share the mercy we've received.

Holy Spirit our Guide, we praise you for your love.
You renew us in hope,
and strengthen us for service in the world.
We offer you the hopes and dreams of our lives: ...
give us courage to share the mission we've received.

These and all our prayers we bring, Lord our loving God, to you:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Acts 1.6-14

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While 



he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Theme Introduction

Everyone's had to do a lot of adapting recently – and we're still going to have to be 
adapting more for some time ahead. From social distancing in supermarkets and 
parks, to working out what changes or adaptations might be needed to make it safe 
for offices and schools and eventually even churches to reopen – we're all having to 
get used to the idea of things being very different. And all the while, lots of people are
anxious about what's going to happen, or lonely because they haven't been able to 
meet up with friends or loved ones for a long time.

So a really important thing I want to say today is: it's ok to be unsettled, or 
frightened, or sad, or even angry. Feeling that way doesn't make you a failure, or 
weak, or a bad Christian. It's natural and normal – it just means you're human. You 
might find it helpful to talk to someone you trust about it; someone who understands 
you and won't try to 'fix it' for you or tell you to snap out of it.

Jesus understood – and understands – the things that trouble us. The reading we've 
heard just now tells us about his ascension to heaven – the time when, as some 
people have put it recently, Jesus switched to working from home. He knew that his 
disciples were going to have to do things differently now. 

And because they were feeling confused, they still had questions for him. But Jesus' 
answer to them, is helpful for us as well. There are some things that it's not for us to 
know, much as we'd like to. Nevertheless, what we CAN know and be assured of, is 
that we still belong to Jesus – to be his witnesses, the people who live out his truth.

For us, Jesus may be out of sight now – but he still holds us secure, whatever may 
happen. Because God's Spirit makes us strong, just as Jesus promised.

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

Hymn

Jesus is King and I will extol him,
give him the glory, and honour his name;
he reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens -
Word of the Father, exalted for us.



We have a hope that is steadfast and certain,
gone through the curtain and touching the throne;
we have a Priest who is there interceding,
pouring his grace on our lives day by day.

We come to him, our Priest and Apostle,
clothed in his glory and bearing his name,
laying our lives with gladness before him -
filled with his Spirit we worship the King:

'O Holy One, our hearts do adore you;
thrilled with your goodness we give you our praise!'
Angels in light with worship surround him,
Jesus our Saviour, for ever the same.

Wendy Churchill © 1982 Authentic Publishing / adm Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook,
www.kingswayworship.co.uk. CCLI 11603.

Bible Reading: Ephesians 1.15-23

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working
of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet
and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.

Reflection

They say that every action has a reaction; so when tragedy or trauma strikes, it's 
bound to bring a response. And that response can go in one of two different 
directions, as two opposing impulses contend with one another.

The first of these – and often, it's the strongest impulse – is to scatter, to run for 
cover, to look after number one. Faced with a catastrophe, and the possibility of a 
continuing danger, self-preservation becomes the order of the day. So it's a very 
individualising tendency: groups and alliances might disintegrate, and longstanding 
relationships of trust might get frayed and fragmented. 

The Roman Empire knew all about this reaction – and that's why crucifixion was so 
widely-used and, for the most part, so effective. It was more than just a matter of 
capital punishment for wrongdoers, it was a means of stamping out every threat of 
resistance or revolt. You identify your troublemaker, your revolutionary rabble-rouser;



you apprehend him, have him executed in the most public and humiliating way 
imaginable; and you can be confident that his followers won't be troubling you any 
more. If you hear of them at all, most likely it'll be on account of their mutual 
recrimination - the self-destructive in-fighting that will soon see an end to their cause.
But it's just as likely that their movement, their ideology, will simply dissipate into 
dust.

“Strike the shepherd,” as someone once said, “and the sheep will be scattered.”

So that's why they crucified Jesus. And from what we read in the Gospels, they came 
very close to having that same effect.

Even before the sentence was passed – from the very moment of Jesus' arrest – his 
disciples had scattered. On that same night, his closest follower had three times 
denied all knowledge of him. And since then, they'd all been keeping their doors 
locked.

The one thing which could change that, was the one thing that Rome couldn't have 
predicted or controlled. For three days later – Christ is risen.

And that opened the door to the second kind of trauma-response: a cohesion, a 
rallying-around in hope and determination. The friends and disciples of Jesus were 
able to see him alive and experience his presence among them again, and that began 
to revitalise their resolve. Of course they weren't out of the woods yet: they were still 
cautiously locking their doors, some of them (we're told) were still doubting, and it 
looks like all of them were still more or less confused about what was going on. But 
now they were no longer scattered – they were solid in their togetherness.  

And that's the situation – solid in their togetherness – in which we find the disciples at
both the beginning and the end of the story of Jesus' ascension, which we heard in 
our first Bible reading earlier. They've come together, and they watch as he departs 
from them: a departure which still mystifies them, but it no longer leaves them 
dispirited. Instead, they go back to their lodgings – together, a cohesive group of the 
eleven named men, and Mary the mother of Jesus, together with other women and 
family members – and our reading leaves them “constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer”. 

Meanwhile our second Bible reading tells of that same state of being – a cohesive, 
faithful group, devoted to prayer. For the writer to the Ephesians, about a generation 
or two after the departure of Jesus, this is what he sees in that fledgling church – and
it fills him with joy. “I have heard of your faith... and your love... and for this reason I
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers...”.

And certainly the writer recognises that those Christians in Ephesus may still be 
feeling uncertain, or vulnerable, or lacking in confidence. So as he describes what he's
praying for them, he speaks of knowing God's purpose for them, and the promise of 
God's inheritance for them, and the assurance of God's power at work in them – the 
same power that God put to work in the resurrection and ascension of Jesus.

Good news for them – and good news for us. Because in the uncertainty and 
vulnerability and fear that are so close at hand today – especially now whilst physical 
togetherness as a church is not an option for us – our risen and ascended Saviour 
reminds us that whether face-to-face or out of sight, God's power is at work.

The year so far has brought more than its share of tragedy and trauma; but every 
action has a reaction, so let's respond not by retreating into fragmentation, but by 



affirming and reaffirming that we are God's people, together, and together we will be 
devoted in prayer, in faithfulness, and in love.

Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (written by Alan Young)

Ascended God.
Rejoicing in your blessings, trusting in your loving care for all, we bring you our 
prayers for the world.

We pray, first of all, for people suffering because of Covid-19. 
Those unwell and those stressed by caring for them.
Those who are bereaved.
People without a job and those with too much work.
People losing financial stability and people with fragile mental health.

We pray for all key workers.
For those who heal and care, those who teach, those who keep our essential services 
running.
And for those who give freely of themselves in the service of others.

We pray ascended Lord for your created world. The world that still exists with its joys 
and sorrows beyond the bounds of Coronavirus.
For those who rebuild where things have been destroyed, for those who fight hunger, 
poverty and disease.
For those who have power to bring change for the better and to renew hope.

We remember those who have been forced to flee their homes because of war and 
who face an uncertain future.
We remember especially those people who are persecuted for their faith – people in 
North Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq and elsewhere.
May they all come to know human kindness, settled and safe home environments and 
the right to live and practise their faith as we all are entitled to do.

Turning closer to home we pray for Trinity. For Dominic, Ernest and the Elders Council
as they seek to lead us through this difficult time. May we remain united despite our 
separation so that, when all this is over, we may return to steady and build the 
Church in this place.
We remember those who have asked to be included in our weekly prayers.

Finally we pray for those people and concerns known to us and for which we 
particularly want to pray at this time. We bring them Lord to you in a few moments of 
silence.

Accept these prayers Father for the sake of your ascended Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

Christ, in risen pow'r ascended,
promise of the life to be;
from our fears and narrow vision
set our earth-bound spirits free.
For your kingdom
keep us watching constantly.

Where our earthly kings and empires
over all their subjects tower,
may your rule of peace and justice
truer splendour bring to flower.
Give us wisdom
to perceive a humbler power.

Christ in risen pow'r ascended,
given now the highest name,
let us speak of truth and wholeness,
and injustice put to shame.
Alleluia!
Grace and judgement we proclaim!

 Michael L Forster © 1993 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. CCLI 11603. Tune: 'Cwm Rhondda'.

Closing Prayer and Blessing (based on 1 Peter 5.6-7, 10-11) 

Let us humble ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, 
so that by God 
we may be exalted in due time. 
Let us cast all our anxiety on God, 
who cares for us. 
For the God of all grace, 
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 
will be the one who restores, supports, 
strengthens, and establishes us. 



And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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