
Notes on the Bible story for parents and carers

Penning the sheep in for the night back in Jesus’ time was very different from farming today. 
Although the sheep would be securely hemmed in by stone walls or some other kind of 
barrier, there would be a space where, instead of a gate, the shepherd would lie down: to 
watch his sheep, to keep them secure in the pen, and to be alert should an enemy seek to 
attack.

Once again, the disciples don’t seem to understand the message that Jesus was sharing 
about being a shepherd, and ask him what he means. Jesus refers back to Mark 4 that not 
everyone will understand, but we need ears to hear. Listening to Jesus’ voice is key to this 
analogy of Jesus as a shepherd, as he says that the sheep will not follow a stranger, but they 
recognise the voice of the shepherd and will follow him to abundance.

What does abundance look like to you? In the Early Church, described in Acts, abundance 
meant having enough to share and being generous to one another, ensuring that no one 
goes without. 

Abundance meant being with, sharing with and worshipping alongside each other, and it was 
in the midst of all this that many were added to their number daily, and numerous wonders 
and signs appeared. Abundance is this picture of having enough, with enough to share.
I wonder how often we live in that kind of abundance: sharing all things in common.

Talk together with children
• What things do you think Jesus is promising in a ‘full and happy life’?
• What things in your life make you feel full and happy?
• If abundance is having enough, with enough to share, how could we help our friends and 

our families live a full and happy life in abundance?

Talk together with young people
• What do you think it means to live life abundantly?
• Do your friends know that you have this life in abundance that Jesus gives?
• Are there any ways in which you can share that abundance?

Song suggestion:

The Lord’s My Shepherd (with a lovely babbling brook to watch while you sing!)
https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0 

https://youtu.be/pN4tPkX0MG0

