
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon

Sunday 31 May 2020: PENTECOST  
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (Romans 8.14-16)

Hear words of hope from Paul's Letter to the Romans:
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear;
but you have received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, 'Abba! Father!',
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God. 

Hymn

Present at the world's creation, Spirit of God;
summoning a chosen nation, Spirit of God;
swift to guide and to deliver
through the wilderness and river;
sanctifying Lord, life-giver, Spirit of God -

Yours a power beyond all measure; we worship you.
Source of courage, wisdom's treasure: we worship you.
Lord, inspiring prophets' vision,
overcoming all division;
Lord who calls us to decision, we worship you.

Spirit, by your proclamation all now are one.
Culture, status, generation – all now are one.
Every tribe and tongue addressing,
truth of Jesus Christ confessing,
turning Babel into blessing: all now are one.

Seeds for future harvest sowing, speak to us now.
Gifts revealing, grace bestowing, speak to us now.
You have shaped our past tradition,
you restore and recondition;
fit us now for our commission: speak to us now!

 © Dominic Grant, used by author's permission. Tune: 'East Acklam'.

Prayer of Approach

Take time to identify three things you want to thank God for, then join in the prayer:

Boundless God,
we praise you for your transforming love:
you called your people out of slavery in Egypt,



you provided for them in the wilderness,
you brought them into a land of promise.

We praise you for your Son, 
Jesus our Lord,
who declared forgiveness,
who healed the sick,
who announced good news for the poor.

We praise you for the Holy Spirit, 
breathing and sustaining life:
motivating prophets to demand justice,
poured out upon disciples to proclaim the gospel,
and freely offered to us now.

We give you thanks today
for the blessings which we each name before you now...

Give us open hands and hearts 
to receive the gift of your Holy Spirit:
arousing our conscience, disturbing our complacency, 
and energising our sense of responsibility.
Give us open eyes and ears also 
to perceive your Spirit at work in the world today:
strengthening resolve, challenging what is wrong, 
and kindling imagination.

Lord, we acknowledge before you
our own shortcomings, our own failures,
the things we've done wrong, 
and the wider injustices that we've allowed to slip by unchallenged.

Even as we confess these things,
give us assurance, by the words of Jesus,
that “our sins are forgiven” and “our faith has saved us”.
Give us confidence 
to redress the balance of our greed and self-centredness,
and to act as channels for transforming love. 

We ask this in Jesus' name.   Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Acts 2.1-11

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’

Theme Introduction

“Power”. That last word of the reading we've just heard is a good word for us to think 
about today. Because today is Pentecost, a day for remembering and celebrating the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. And it's a “powerful” story: with a sound like the wind, and 
tongues of flame, and a sudden ability to speak and be heard in different languages, 
giving testimony to God's power made known in Jesus.

There's power all around us in the world: energy, in the wind, and in the flowing of 
rivers and tides, and in the radiation of the sun, and the heat and pressure that have 
been at work in the hidden layers of the earth beneath us for millions of years. And 
we've learned to harness all that, of course: so that now, with the flick of a switch, 
the power is ours. 

And yes, part of the message of Pentecost is that, by God's Spirit, God gives power to
us. Power to share the good news of God's love; power to share the good things of 
God's loving provision.

Maybe that also means we ought to be careful about how we use power. Careful 
about not taking it for granted, not wasting it. That applies to simple things, like 
turning off taps or lightswitches when we're not using them. And it applies to the big 
things too: like recognising when our use of power has gone wrong, because some 
people have it and others don't.

In the reading we've heard, the people are amazed because everyone, no matter who
they are or where they are from, is able to hear and understand the message of God's



power that is being proclaimed. It's not being kept to just one group of people who 
already share one language or ethnicity or nationality; it's for everyone. So I reckon 
that part of the message of Pentecost for us today is this: power must never be 
grasped or kept to yourself, must never be used to prop up your own position at the 
expense of others. 

Because that kind of inequality, that kind of injustice, is not God's will – and it's not a 
mark of God's power. God's power, God's Spirit, is a gift for all of us – all of us – to 
share. 

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

Bible Reading: Acts 2.12-21

12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17 “In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams.
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
        and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above
    and signs on the earth below,
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”'

Sermon: Revd Richard Church, URC Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship)

Wind both entrances and terrifies me; and Pentecost begins with the experience of a 
sound like a rushing wind. After that long period of waiting for the promised gift of the
Father, the disciples are all together, and they hear a sound like a rushing wind. 

Wind can be quite fun. As a pastime I enjoy taking a kite up on to Streatham 
Common, and I watch it as the breeze whisks it up. And my little granddaughter looks
at this wonderful thing, tethered to the ground by a string but being taken in all kinds 
of different directions by the breezes that come. It's great fun.



But I've also had experience to recognise the destructive power of the wind. In 1987 
when we were living in Surrey, we lived through 3 hours of hurricane. A time when 
the dormer bedrooms of the houses were just ripped off and the inside of the house 
was exposed. Or in a nearby park where there had been 500-year-old oaks: it looked 
as if a giant had been through and had just plucked them like daisies from the 
ground. It was, in every sense of the word, awesome.

So it shouldn't be a surprise to us that when Biblical writers were reaching for things 
that lay almost beyond language, they reached for elemental descriptions – wind, and
fire – to describe what lay on the edges of their experience. And of course, wind and 
fire played quite a part in Moses' experience in leading God's people from oppression 
into freedom.

So the metaphor of wind that Luke uses emphasises not simply its absolute power but
also its uncontrollability. No structure is stronger than the wind – as my hurricane 
experience demonstrated. And there is nothing beyond its touch.

So let's go back to these disciples: they're waiting, they've been told to wait in 
Jerusalem for the promise of the Father. They remain together – waiting – to be 
baptized by the promised Holy Spirit, “clothed with power from on high” as Luke puts 
it (Luke 24.49). I wonder what they were waiting for – what they thought they were 
waiting for; I wonder if they became impatient. Perhaps they were aware of the 
conversation Nicodemus had with Jesus (which we find recorded in John 3.8), in which
Jesus explains that “the wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it 
but you don't know where it comes from or where it goes to; so it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.”

And now comes the moment – what writer and theologian William James Jennings 
calls the revolution of the intimate - this touch of God, heard in wind and seen in fire. 
Originally given fleetingly to guide a nation out of slavery, now it becomes known in 
language. Language, used in the ancient myth of Babel to divide a people, now being 
used to enable peoples drawn from all over the then-known world to understand the 
message about God's purposes in Jesus. 

This intimacy has been noticed in our own day by an atheist philosopher Alain de 
Botton. He says, “the Church knows about loneliness, so it creates community. It 
invites us to be happy without having to be successful. It deals with our fears and 
offers us the respect and security we crave, through a warm and impressive 
community which imposes no worldly requirements upon us for its welcome.” And the 
dilemma particularly at this time, as you will understand, is that people crave the 
warmth of community but are either indifferent to or wary of the claims of the 
Church.

But the Church is always in the process of being broken open by the Holy Spirit. 
That's an aspect of its nature as a “Pentecostal” organisation. We're having our 
understanding of how to live as a community and as individuals re-shaped – not least 
in these last few months of confinement – living with a faith that is always threatening
to burst out. 

It's been so encouraging to see how, without the restriction of its buildings, the 
Church has discovered afresh the importance of real connection. Institutional 
concerns, so often associated with buildings, have had to give way to personal 
concerns regarding the care of the most vulnerable, and how we can encourage one 
another during a period of separation.

So the sound of a rushing wind fills the house. That phenomenon leads to the 
community of faith overflowing with messages about God's act in Jesus that all heard 
and understood. Women and men, followers received the power of the Holy Spirit in 
fulfilment of the words of the prophet Joel: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 



and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” So this prophesying, this speaking
out of the heart's convictions: this is the revolution of the intimate at work. 

The effect of this Pentecostal wind is to sweep away the differences of ethnicity, of 
gender, of age; and to communicate God's words, in God's way, and in God's time, to 
those around.

I was privileged on one occasion to be present when all the churches in a particular 
town that I was living in agreed to forego their separate gatherings for worship on 
Whitsunday, and to gather together in a large marquee in the middle of the town. 
Hundreds of people, often neighbours, streaming towards the marquee in the park in 
the centre of the town; joining together to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
The joy was palpable, the eradication of different liturgical traditions inspiring. The 
revolution of the intimate, if we can understand Pentecost in that way, also results in 
the deepening of relationships. The ruach (Hebrew for 'breath') of God, described for 
us in the Creation narrative of Genesis 2.7, imparts life to human beings. But that 
same breath, in Acts 2.4, fills them and equips them.

Alison Morgan, in her book Following Jesus: the plural of Disciple is Church, says: 
Once we've responded we're drawn together, not by natural affinity but by the shared
presence of the Holy Spirit within us. Together we become different. We learn to trust
and rely on one another, we're made new not just as individuals but as a community, 
we learn to forgive one another, to build one another up as we pray for each other. 
And all this is a token of God taking up residence within us and making a new people 
of us.

The revolution of the intimate also takes our lives in new and unexpected directions. 
Just like the kite with which I began. In the Biblical accounts we hear of fishermen 
becoming missionaries of the Kingdom. We hear of a proud persecutor becoming a 
great Christian apologist. We hear about a successful businesswoman, dealing in 
purple cloth, becoming a house-church leader. Time and again God disrupts our 
human plans and enlists us in the greater purposes in human experience.

Wole Agbaje is an economics graduate who had plans of pursuing a career in finance 
in New York. Instead, he had a dream – an unusual occurrence for him. A dream of 
telling the story of Jesus in dance, drama, and music. He held an event in the second 
year of his university course and it attracted 400 of his fellow students. Following on, 
he was offered a ministry experience within the Church of England, something which 
he refused. However opportunities kept presenting themselves, and he was offered 
the chance to start a student church in Leicester which is now flourishing.

I wonder whether this aspect of the Spirit's work has been evident in your experience 
recently, or in the life of someone you know? Not necessarily a call to work for the 
Church; but the empowering of people in their existing context, but bringing about 
that revolution which turns the impersonal into the intimate. There are moments in 
life when what seemed daunting and difficult become sources of joy.

In sailing, there's a point in sailing called “running”. It's when the sail is at 90 degrees
to the vessel and the wind is right behind you. And the effect of the wind blowing 
from behind is to lift the prow of the boat up, and give an exciting acceleration to the 
vessel. It's this kind of joyous abandon which Peter exhibits on this day of outpouring.
120 people are gathered, and a greater crowd hear the effects of the Spirit's coming 
as they understand in their own languages the fulfilment of the ancient Biblical 
promises. “They're drunk!” said one disgruntled bystander. To use my example, the 
vessel of the Church has begun to move, making waves as its sails are filled. That 
cynical observation was set aside by Peter, pointing out it was only 9 o'clock in the 
morning: “Your children will speak of a new world. Some will see the coming society 
as if in a dream. Even the least, and the most-overlooked in your community, will 
share in this intimate revolution of the Spirit.”



We must pay attention to the signs of God's coming all around us. The coming of the 
Spirit is not a promise for the Church alone. After all: “The wind blows where it will.” 
And that means we have to be alive to every breeze of God's presence in our society. 
As we look out in these strange times through which we're passing, let us detect 
again the presence of God's Spirit around us and within us, and indicate with the 
whole Church our readiness to be lifted up, swept into God's new purposes, as we 
pray: Come Holy Spirit, come.

Amen.

Responding to God's grace

Hymn

Breathe on me, breath of God,
fill me with love anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until with thee I will one will
to do and to endure.

Breathe on me, breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, breath of God;
so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.

 Edwin Hatch (altd.). Public Domain text. Tune: 'Carlisle'.

Praying for Needs & Concerns (written by Su Lambert)

Let us pray. 

Oh God, on this day of Pentecost, when we remember your Spirit coming on the first 
disciples, we pray for your Spirit to work in us. Help us to hear you in the many voices
and languages around us.                                         

We pray especially this morning for those who would be suffering now, regardless of 
the pandemic and whose fear and grief are lost in the welter of concerns about Covid-
19. Remember them when we forget. We pray for those with health needs who do not
want to contact doctors or hospitals.

We pray for those who have lost their social contacts through the closure of clubs. We 
pray for those struggling with worsening relationships as the lockdown prevents 
normal times of separation. And we pray for those separated from family and friends, 
where things are falling apart due to that lack of support.

As we use what are, for many of us, new ways for keeping in touch, we pray 



especially for those who are not able to make use of such technology; those who do 
not have the skills; those who would have used public libraries; those who find it 
intimidating. We pray that we may always remember them and not allow people to 
become marginalised, when so much of our activity has moved online.

With the release of some lockdown restrictions, we pray for all those exploring new 
situations of work. Be with teachers, children and parents anxious over the opening of
schools.

Be with all our Ministers, along with those of other denominations, as they find new 
ways of ministering within our congregations and in speaking out to the wider world.

We are grateful for the opportunity we have of having Dominic continue to lead us in 
our current situation, but we pray for the churches and members of Barnet and St 
Andrew’s Chesterfield Road, who had expected him to take up his ministry with them 
what is now weeks ago, and who have in effect been left in vacancy.

Be with all those who would want others to share in prayer with them over special 
concerns, but who don’t now know how to ask. Hear us as we each use a moment’s 
silence to remember special concerns of our own.

O God, accept these prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient Church's story;
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us,
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days.



Cure thy children's warring madness;
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore.

 HE Fosdick © EF Downs. CCLI 11603. Tune: 'Rhuddlan'.

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

Let us go now in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let us love Christ and do the things he has done.
Let us dream dreams, pursue visions
and speak of God’s wonders 
so that all may understand.

And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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