esus said, ‘I am just like a good shepherd who takes care of his flock of
J sheep. He knows the names of all his sheep. When he calls them, they
follow him into the safety of the sheepfold. And when he calls them out,
they follow him wherever he goes, because they know and trust him. But
if a stranger gets into the sheepfold and calls to the sheep, they refuse
to follow, because they do not know the stranger’s voice. The gatekeeper
only opens the gate for the good shepherd. Thieves and robbers try to
break into the fold to steal the sheep, but the shepherd protects them
from danger.’

The people listening to Jesus still did not understand what he was
saying, so he said to them, ‘I am just like the gate of the sheepfold. All
those who went before me were thieves and robbers who wanted to lead
the sheep astray, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am not like a
thief who comes to steal and kill and destroy. I am the gate: whoever
enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.
I came that the sheep might have a full and happy life.’




