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Sunday 28 June 2020 
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 89.1-2)

Let us celebrate the steadfast love of God,
and let our words proclaim the Lord's faithfulness in every generation.
Eternal is your steadfast love, O Lord,
and through every passing day
your faithfulness is unchanging.

Hymn

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy,
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

'Jan Struther' © Oxford University Press. CCLI 11603. Tune: 'Slane'.

Prayer of Approach

Take time to identify three things you want to thank God for, then join in the prayer:

Lord our God, we come to you
bringing our thanks and praise,
for you have created all things in goodness,
and the universe declares your glory.

Who are we that you should be mindful of us?
Yet graciously you welcome us,
and in Jesus you assure us
of your mercy and protection and love.



So hear us now, good Lord,
as we give you thanks
for the particular blessings which we each name before you...

Your steadfast love, Lord God, for which we praise you,
throws into sharp relief
the ways in which our love has fallen short.
We confess those things we have said and done
which have caused pain, and tarnished your image in us.
We confess all that we have left unsaid, undone,
when words or actions were called for. 
And we confess the resentment we have harboured
over the hurts that others have caused.

As in Christ you have declared forgiveness for all who turn to you,
so now renew to us the assurance of your mercy,
and by your Spirit,
give us boldness and grace to forgive one another.
Re-fashion us together
into a community of welcome and witness.

All this we pray, loving Father,
in the unity of your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ your Son,
our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, thy kingdom come; 
your will be done, thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 2.1-10  
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of
God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear 



and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your 
faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, 
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,

‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
    nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him’—
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God.

Theme Introduction

On TV and radio, in print and online, we're surrounded by advertising – companies 
trying to persuade us to choose their products, to sign up to their service, or even to 
join their community. So it's natural that the messaging and the imagery that's used 
in advertising will be as impressive and attractive as possible.

In the Apostle Paul's day, of course, there was no such thing as 'the media', and so 
advertising as we know it really didn't exist. But people would still try to persuade 
others – usually by means of elegant speeches full of clever wordplay.

And indeed you might think that's something which Paul's successors in the Church 
still try to do today – although not always with as much success as him.

But in the passage we've just heard, Paul tells us that he took a different approach. 
He says he didn't want people's faith to be based on anything as shallow as having 
been impressed by his wise oratory. Instead, he resolved simply to emphasise God's 
power made known in weakness – and to point in particular to Jesus crucified, as the 
revelation of God's loving purpose.

I grew up in the 80s, and I remember a scene from the third Indiana Jones movie – in
which Indy has been searching for the Holy Grail, the cup used by Jesus at the Last 
Supper. In the climactic scene, he and the bad guy both arrive at a chamber where a 
thousand-year-old knight has been guarding a whole array of different cups. And the 
villain chooses first – he selects a jewel-encrusted chalice, drinks from it... and meets 
a grisly end! Then Indy looks carefully, picks up a simple earthenware goblet and says
“this is the cup of a carpenter”. And indeed, a drink from this cup is found to heal 
every injury (subject to parental guidance, you can watch this scene at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0TalLrtZ24).

Now, stories about a holy grail with supernatural powers are the stuff of old legend 
and modern blockbusters – by and large they don't have much to tell us about 
following Jesus today. But maybe there is wisdom in that warning not to be dazzled 
by things that look expensive or sound impressive – instead, let's learn to treasure 
the simple message of God's love made present in Jesus.

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0TalLrtZ24


Hymn

Not in lofty words or wisdom
but in simple words and speech
we will talk of love and gospel
free to all and free to each.

All are welcomed, all are gathered,
through our prayer we hear God's voice,
here we read of God's own promise,
here our hearts and minds rejoice.

Human understanding falters,
human reason cannot see
all our gracious God has offered,
all God's gifts that set us free.

Here is hope and here is treasure,
here the secret of God's grace,
brought with all the Spirit's power,
showered upon us in this place.

Andrew Pratt © 2010 Stainer & Bell Ltd. CCLI 11603. Tune: 'Cross of Jesus'.

Bible Reading: Matthew 10.40-42

40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of 
a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even
a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell 
you, none of these will lose their reward.’

Reflection

If you were to go around different congregations asking them to choose a few words 
to describe their church, you might get quite a range of responses. Some might say 
Traditional, some Family-friendly, some Progressive, or Contemporary, or Evangelical,
or Active in the Community, and so on and so forth.

But there's one word I reckon you'd hear more than any other. Because it's a word 
and a concept that churches and church members recognise as really important, not 
only in describing their style but also in shaping their outlook.

That word is: Welcoming. And you'll have heard the phrase, I'm sure, or seen it in 
print or online, not just at Trinity but from churches far and wide: “We are a 
welcoming church”.

And rightly so, because Welcome should always be at the heart of what it means to 
be a church community. Not just as an exercise in good public relations, as a strategy
to try and attract more people, but more fundamentally because we bear witness to 
our welcoming God – God whom Jesus described as a loving Father who runs to meet 
us at our homecoming.



In fact the roots of Welcome go deeper still. Hospitality is a major theme in the New 
Testament, both in the teaching of Jesus and in the instructions for churches found in 
the Epistles, the Letters from St Paul and others. And it's a theme that itself is shaped
by a strong ethical duty of hospitality running through the Hebrew Scriptures, our Old 
Testament. Right from the earliest days, from the time of the patriarchs Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob, the obligation to welcome and care for travellers and strangers was 
a matter of honour, so important that it was considered practically sacred. If you had 
visitors or guests, they must be the first to be fed – and with the best you could offer.
Indeed that's still the practice in many cultures around the world today – perhaps you
have your own experiences, or stories to tell about being a guest and being treated 
like royalty.

All of which means it's quite a high bar for churches to aspire to, if we're going to call 
ourselves welcoming. It's one thing to offer a warm smile and conversation; but if 
that's as far as it goes, then perhaps it could be said that what we're doing is 
welcoming visitors on our terms – rather than putting our own comfort on the line, 
the better to care for our guests.

Now of course, it's a bit awkward and artificial to be talking about hospitality right 
now when our church buildings are closed for worship, and when it's been all but 
impossible to welcome visitors to our homes. But as with so many things during this 
pandemic, it's an opportunity to step back, to make connections, and to commit to 
doing the best we can. 

So as we hear today the words of Jesus – speaking to his disciples, and to people 
beyond his disciples, about the way people should welcome his message and his 
messengers – perhaps there's scope for us to think a bit deeper, to ask ourselves 
what expectations or conditions we subconsciously attach to our welcome.

To put it simply and starkly: how do we feel about people who might inconvenience 
us, really inconvenience us? How do we feel about people whose views and whose 
actions are going to make us uncomfortable? Even if we tolerate them, are those the 
sorts of people we're really going to welcome?

And if we *don't – then might we actually run the risk of closing down the possibility 
of positive change, the possibility of growth that would do us good?

You see, I think we need to bear in mind what Jesus has just been talking about in 
the verses that precede today's passage. As we've been exploring over the last couple
of weeks: moved by compassion, Jesus has been preparing his disciples for mission, 
giving them instructions as he sends them out to minister among the towns and 
villages. But he's been quite open with them about the conflict they may encounter, 
the division and rejection which his message may be met with.

Because the word of Jesus is nothing if not challenging. Blessing for the weak, but 
warning for the wealthy. Good news for the poor, but the privileged put on probation.

So in that context, we can begin to see perhaps that as important as it is to be 
welcoming to *people – the heart of what Jesus is asking us is, how will we welcome 
the *word that they carry? When he makes reference first to prophets, then to 
righteous or good people, and finally to 'these little ones', it's thought that these are 
terms which were understood among the first readers of Matthew's Gospel as 
describing different positions or roles within the Church. And all of them, in some 
way, would be bearers of Christ's proclamation, messengers of God's word. God's 
unsettling, challenging word.

Would they find a welcome? Jesus comforts his disciples with the assurance that, for 
all the conflict they encounter, there will be some who receive them and so receive 
the One who sends them.



And as for us – to whom the Gospel has perhaps become familiar, comfortable, 
domesticated – are we ready to receive a word that may challenge our complacency, 
shake us out of our preconceptions?

In our first Bible reading earlier, we heard Paul the Apostle's reminiscence of his 
previous trip to Corinth – and his determination then not to wow the crowds with 
smart oratory, but rather to empty his mission of everything except the humility and 
weakness that is seen in Christ crucified. A bold mission strategy! And yet we know 
that this stark and shocking testimony indeed was received, the word of God's power 
made perfect in weakness was heard indeed; and for all its many faults, the Church 
that grew in Corinth changed the world.

So can our world be changed again? For if this is to happen, we must all learn to 
welcome the word – God's always-unsettling word, God's piercing interrogation of our 
easy preconceptions. Learn to welcome God's challenge to the monuments we've 
allowed too long to stand in the public square of our complacency, immortalising only 
our own skewed and privileged vision of history, while history's victims have too long 
gone unnumbered and unnamed. Learn to welcome God's justice which begins, 
always and infallibly, with justice for the poor and the outcast and the institutionally-
victimised, to the extent that a society cannot assert with integrity that all lives 
matter until it has demonstrated that black lives matter, not just in proclamation but 
in practice. 

A high bar indeed, in this broken and hurting world. And a long and uncomfortable 
journey ahead. But there is hope for us. As Jesus says: whoever gives even a cup of 
water, the most meagre of refreshment, to one who bears God's word – will find their 
reward.

And as for us - will we dare to welcome the word? Will we be a welcoming Church?

Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (led by Andrew Davies)

We come now to a time of prayer, and pray Lord that you might heal and comfort our 
world so full of fear, distress, anguish and conflict. Although we can never live without
you, in these recent months our world seems to need you so much more than ever.

We pray for every life affected by the tragic worldwide Coronavirus outbreak:

• for those who have worked and continue to work so selflessly through it, for their
continued health and wellbeing; 

• for those isolated or distressed as a result of it, for friendship and support to 
reach out to them; 

• for those whose livelihood has been damaged by it, for them to find sustenance 
and a purpose for the future; 

• for children and families who have missed schooling or had exams cancelled, that
you might lead them out of uncertainty to a successful future in your service;

• most of all for those who have suffered physically or lost loved ones, for peace, 
comfort and safety in the knowledge that all suffering in this world will, in your 
loving care, one day be behind us all.

We pray for your healing upon the conflict and inequality which continues to divide 



humanity across your Earth. You taught us that the greatest are those that serve 
others humbly, not the rich or the powerful. We pray especially for those who have 
suffered at the hands of fellow human beings, whether physically, emotionally or 
through unequal sharing of possessions, simply because of their race. Your message 
remains timelessly that all of us are your children, and remembering the Bible reading
about welcoming we have heard today, we need to love you with all our heart and 
love our neighbour as ourselves. Please help us to show true humility, respect and 
love to everyone and, just as you did during your time on Earth, to give our time and 
energies to those still afflicted and outcast in our society today.

We pray for the victims of natural and human tragedies both at home and abroad and 
for your love and peace for them; those in shock, suffering and bereavement following
events in Reading, Northern India and Southern Mexico, those in Latin America now 
suffering the height of Coronavirus outbreak themselves. We pray that you might be 
with all those caring for the sick and injured in hospital, that you might inspire the 
scientists and volunteers working towards vaccines, and that we can successfully act 
in our lives with care and respect for each other, and prevent further risks of sickness 
and distress. 

Finally we pray for your Christian message both worldwide and here at Trinity. We 
miss each other and your church building remains desperately quiet and empty; yet 
for however long that proves necessary, may we continue to love you and make Your 
Name and salvation known in all that we do. May we be Your Church, and turn to you 
in the sure knowledge that you are pathway through which we can find comfort in our 
grief, reassurance for all our fears, and meaning for our lives and the lives of others. 
In the words of our opening hymn, Lord of all hopefulness, please guide us and 
support us to do your will in peace, on this day, through whatever changes and 
challenges lie ahead, and always. 

Amen.

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

Son of God, eternal Saviour,
source of life and truth and grace,
Son of Man, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
Christ our Head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead,
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrongs, and help our need.



As you, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live;
freely have your gifts been granted,
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of sea and land,
we but stewards of your bounty,
held in trust as from your hand.

Come, O Christ, and reign above us,
King of love, and Prince of peace:
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease:
by your patient years of toiling,
by your silent hours of pain,
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
shame our selfish greed of gain.

Son of God, eternal Saviour,
source of life and truth and grace,
Son of Man, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
in your love you prayed the Father
that your people should be one;
grant, O Christ, our hope's fruition,
here on earth your will be done.

S.C. Lowry (altd.), public domain text. Tune: 'Bethany'.

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

As God's people, let us go now
to share God's love in word and deed.
Let the power of God be seen
not in any great accomplishments of ours,
but in the simplicity of our faithfulness
as we welcome God's word.

And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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