
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon

Sunday 12 July 2020
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (drawn from Psalm 65.9, “The Message” paraphrase-translation) 

O visit the earth, Lord God, ask her to join the dance!
Deck her out in showers, as your river flows with living water.
Paint the wheat fields golden.
Creation was made for this!

Hymn

Sing praise to the Lord!
Praise him in the height;
rejoice in his word,
blest angels of light;
high heavens, adore him
by whom you were made,
and worship before him
in brightness arrayed.

Sing praise to the Lord,
all people on earth;
in tuneful accord
sing praise for new birth;
praise him who has brought you
his grace from above,
praise him who has taught you
to sing of his love.

Sing praise to the Lord,
all things that give sound;
each jubilant chord
re-echo around;
loud organs, his glory
forth tell in deep tone,
and, sweet harp, the story
of what he has done.

Sing praise to the Lord!
Thanksgiving and song
to him be outpoured
all ages along;
for love in creation,
for heaven restored,
for grace of salvation:
sing praise to the Lord!

HW Baker (altd), public domain text. Tune: 'Laudate Dominum (Parry)'.



Prayer of Approach

Take time to identify three things you want to thank God for, then join in the prayer:

Lord our God, 
with confidence and joy we come to you.
The heavens and the earth proclaim your glory,
because you created all things and named them good.
Indeed we too have been crafted by you in love,
made in your image,
and summoned to be your children.

Day by day, Lord, you bless us with signs of your gracious provision.
So hear us as we name our thanksgivings before you now...

As we come today 
to remember the truths which you have taught us,
and to celebrate the assurance of your faithfulness -
so you fill us also with hope for coming days:
for you receive us just as we are,
knowing our faults and our weaknesses,
the things we feel guilty or ashamed about; ….
and you tell us and show us in Jesus
that these things don't change your love for us,
that you forgive us and show us how to forgive.

And so we pray, loving Father:
may the good seed of your Kingdom grow in us.
Nourish us by the Holy Spirit
so that we may be fruitful 
in all the tasks and opportunities you give us;
and keep us rooted in Jesus your Son,
for in his name we pray.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, thy kingdom come; 
your will be done, thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.



Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23  
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2 Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and
the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!’

18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but 
the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.’

Theme Introduction

Jesus told stories – parables, we call them, and the Gospels are full of them. Some of 
them, like this one, use everyday situations as a way of picturing what God's ways are
like. In others, Jesus is calling us to a particular kind of behaviour. And a few of the 
parables are basically like one-liners, a single striking image to make us think.

A good story can be really powerful – because it's memorable, and it tells us 
something that matters. 

And in fact, telling stories is part of what we all do, all through life. Some of those 
stories may be made up and fictional – but some of them will be real and factual.

One day, we might find ourselves telling stories about the time we're living through 
right now. One day, when we're all older, it might come to pass that children who 
haven't even been born yet will ask us, what was it like in 2020?

And I suppose we'll want to tell them the story of how the coronavirus spread, and 
the restrictions that we all had to live with – and for some of us, perhaps, the 
particular sadnesses that it brought to our families and communities.

But I wonder – will we also have stories to tell about good things that were started, 
things that were said and done to bring a sense of togetherness and care for people, 



even whilst we had to stay separate?

What stories will we have to tell about the seeds that were planted in this time?

[In the video of the service, Junior Church activities will be introduced here]

Hymn

In our lives plant seeds of hope,
in our homes plant seeds of love,
in our church plant seeds of joy.
Tell the world about God's love,
tell the world about God's love.

Jesus said, "If you have faith
small as a mustard seed,
in my name you'll do great things,
you'll do great things indeed."

In our lives...

"If a seed falls to the ground,
lies buried like the grain",
Jesus said, "until it dies
it cannot grow again."

In our lives...

Jesus told the story of
the seed the sower sows,
"Listen to my Father's words,
and then your faith will grow."

In our lives...

"Some words fall among the thorns
and some on stony ground;
some are carried off and lost,
but others find good ground."

In our lives...

© Carol Dixon. Used by author's permission.

Bible Reading: Isaiah 55.10-13 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.



12 For you shall go out in joy,
    and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
    shall burst into song,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Reflection

About 3 months ago, just before Easter, I made the suggestion that we could all plant
sunflowers – or give the seeds to someone else who has a garden – as a sign of our 
trust in God who makes good things grow even in times of great difficulty.

Here at the Manse our sunflower has been a bit slow to get going. We started it in a 
pot at first and then transplanted it to the front garden; so it's still just stalk and 
leaves, no flower head yet. Plenty more growth to come, I hope. And when it does 
start to bloom, I know that we're going to have to take care that the birds don't come
along to peck off all the seeds.

Now maybe you've got a sunflower that's way ahead of ours (and if so, please do 
send a picture, it'll be lovely to share that with everyone). Or maybe despite your best
endeavours nothing much has grown. And that's OK too – it's in the nature of things 
that not every seed is successful, and sometimes the soil or the circumstances simply 
aren't right. Of course, when we're planting a garden, we'll want to take care and do 
what we can to give our seedlings the very best chance – but every garden is 
different, and some gardeners are more skilled than others. Still, at the end of the 
day, even the knowledge that not everything may take root, shouldn't stop us from 
planting in the first place. We plant, in the hope that what we have planted will grow, 
and grow well.

The hope of growth is central to the imagery in our two Bible readings today. In the 
parable of Jesus, even the unsuccessful seeds are overshadowed by the astonishing 
yield of the good grain: thirty-fold, sixty-fold, a hundred-fold. And the prophecy of 
Isaiah speaks of a hope – indeed it speaks of a supreme confidence – that God the 
master-gardener always brings forth growth. Just as the rain and snow water the 
wilderness, so God's word of command and commission shall assuredly accomplish 
God's purpose: the restoration and renewal of God's people in peace.

And that's important to latch on to: because it's a confidence that doesn't always feel 
central to us. I suspect that more often, when we hear the parable of Jesus about the 
sower and the seed, our immediate reaction is to think – well, if Jesus is casting the 
seed of the Gospel in my direction, what kind of soil represents my life, my situation? 

Am I the hard and stony path, so limited by my lack of understanding that as soon as 
the good seed hits the ground it's liable to be snatched away again?

Am I the rocky ground, prone to momentary bursts of enthusiasm but lacking any real
depth, any real endurance?



Or am I like the patch of thorns, already so drawn to other preoccupations that 
nothing new of any real value is likely to emerge?

Now certainly it can be helpful to do some of that hard thinking about our own walk 
with God, about what might be the obstacles and setbacks to our growth in faith and 
discipleship. Because, of course, we'll all want to be more like the good ground, where
the seed of the Good News of Jesus takes firm root and grows into something 
beautiful and fruitful.

And there are things we can do to address these obstacles. 

So if you're feeling that you don't know the Bible very well or you have trouble 
understanding it, you could try making use of a daily devotional or Bible reading plan,
perhaps with notes or reflections written to help you, either on your own or together 
with others who are following the same plan. 

Or if you're finding that the things of God are only an occasional experience for you 
and you're not sure how to sustain your faith for the long haul, it can be helpful to set
aside a particular time for prayer every day. It could be prayer in your own words, or 
using words that someone else has written. And once you've set yourself a pattern, 
stick to it, even if you don't feel like it at first! 

Meanwhile if you're worried about being distracted from your faith, or falling prey to 
other temptations, you may find that the practice of intentional, sacrificial giving can 
help renew your focus. Whether it's in terms of financial giving, or making a gift of 
your time and skills to a particular project, many Christians find that this acts as a 
kind of spiritual reset button, it draws you back to what matters. 

Bible study and Prayer and Giving: three time-honoured Christian practices to deepen 
our receptiveness to God's work in our lives – to prepare the ground for growth. And 
yes, that's good and helpful.

But coming back to the message of the parable in our Gospel reading this morning – I
think Jesus is saying something a little bit different. We've been assuming that the 
soil in this story is us, and the sower is God. But what if, actually, we are the sower – 
and the soil is the people among whom God has placed us, the people to whom God is
sending us in loving service?

Only a little earlier in Matthew's narrative, Jesus has commissioned his 12 disciples to 
go and minister in his name; and so in this section of the Gospel it's not always 
straightforward to differentiate between his general teaching to the crowds, and his 
particular instruction to the Twelve. But here, I think it's significant that the second 
part of our Gospel passage – the explanation of the parable – is addressed only to the
disciples.

It's as if he's saying to them: different people will receive your ministry differently. 
Among some it will bear fruit; among others it will not. But your job is not to focus 
your efforts only on those you think are most likely to respond well. Your job is not to 
differentiate between good soil and bad. Your task is simply to sow the seed – to be 
heralds of God's kingdom in the things you say and the things you do, among all 
whom you encounter.

Then leave the growth to God.

Today, we are the disciples of Jesus. So when it comes to our Christian witness, the 
things that we seek to do or say in our community and our world in Christ's name and



in Christ's service: are we as liberal as the sower in Jesus' parable, blithely sowing 
wherever the seed might fall? Or do we get a little bit too hung up on who it's for and 
how it will be received? 

Of course as a matter of stewardship, it's right to be careful in targeting our use of 
the limited resources with which we've been entrusted. But I sense a challenge to us 
in this parable today. It's as if Jesus is saying to us: your words may be faltering, but 
they need not be limited. Your hands may be reluctant, but they need not be limited. 

So be like the sower in the story – scattering the seed in a manner quite unlike any 
sower you may have ever encountered before, utterly irrespective of the state of the 
soil where it lands – but utterly assured that God, who is God of soil and seed alike, 
will certainly bring forth good and abundant growth.

Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (led by Christine Channer)

Gracious and loving Father of us all: we come to you this morning with thanks and 
praise, knowing that in all the despair and difficulties we're going through, you are 
with us – loving, strengthening, and guiding us.

We're thankful too that we have such a dedicated service as the NHS; the carers, and 
all who work in care homes. Guard and keep them safe, we pray.

We think of the devastating humanitarian situation in the Yemen, torn apart by war 
and now ravaged by the virus. Help us to live with a deep compassion for them, and 
with a true sense of gratitude for all we have here – when we feel like complaining or 
blaming others when things don't go the way we want.

Bless the people of Hong Kong, living in the uncertainties of new laws and restrictions 
imposed on them. Guard them against any hasty actions which could make things 
worse. Guide them wisely. They are your children, Lord: please watch over them.

We pray for our police and emergency services, who often get criticised and physically
attacked as they try to protect us. Give them a sense of value and worth to 
themselves and to us.

We're grateful for the care that has grown up in our communities as a result of the 
pandemic. May we nurture it so that it becomes part of our everyday living when this 
time is over.

We pray for our government: for unity of purpose and respect for each other in the 
extremely challenging decisions that they have to make. We pray especially for the 
Education Department, for the Heads and teachers in schools trying to work out a safe
way for children of all ages to get back into education, and all the problems and 
anxieties it causes for parents trying to juggle home-schooling, domestic chores, and 
the worries and uncertainties about work – or no work - and finances. We pray that 
these difficulties will not break these families apart. Loving Father, be in our homes 
we pray; and may the parents find peace and the children find patience in these 
difficult days. 

And let our imaginations be sparked to enjoy all the beauties and wonders of your 
creation given to all, whatever colour or race.



So much we ask of you, Father; but you said that we could ask. So in humility and 
faith we come to you, asking that you will hear our prayers in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

The word of God is sown like seed
upon the waiting land,
and life-renewing water flows
from God's attentive hand.
His word can never fruitless be,
his purpose will succeed,
for grace abundant will fulfil
the deepest human need.

The seed of life is freely spent
on good and barren ground,
and in the plenitude of grace
the harvest will abound.
In justice and in liberty
the Lord will show his face,
revealing his abundant love
to all the human race.

The seed of perfect life was sown,
to meet our deepest need,
in Christ who bore our mortal sins
with perfect grace indeed.
His own life-giving Spirit brings
fulfilment to the Law,
and raises us, once dead in sin,
to life for evermore.

Michael Forster © 1993 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. CCLI 11603. Tune: Ellacombe.



Closing Prayer and Blessing 

As you go from this time of worship,
let no-one snatch away what has been sown in your heart,
let no trouble or persecution wither your joy,
let no care or temptation choke your response;
instead, may God's kingdom grow richly 
in you and through you.

So may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


	Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)
	Listening for God's Word
	Responding to God's grace

