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Rend Collective collection 

Call to Worship  Revd Bridget Banks, Moderator elect 

Opening prayers 

Lord’s Prayer Young people from Reigate Park Church 

Hymn Reigate Park Church  

Our God is a great big God 
 

Our God is a great big God, 

Our God is a great big God, 

Our God is a great big God, 

And he holds us in his hands. 

(Repeat chorus) 

 

He’s higher than a skyscraper 

and he’s deeper than a submarine. 

He’s wider than the universe 

and beyond my wildest dreams. 

And he’s known me and he’s loved me 

since before the world began. 

How wonderful to be a part of God’s amazing plan! 

 

Chorus  

 

And he holds us in his hands (4 times). 
 

Jo & Nigel Hemming© 2001 Vineyard Songs 

 

Reading Jesus’ parable of the weeds 

Selected verses from Matthew 13:24-30 &  37-43  
 
The kingdom of God is like this. A man sowed good seed in his field. The man who sowed 
the good seed is the Son of Man: the field is the world; the good seed is the people who 
belong to the kingdom. One night when everyone was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat and went away. 
 
The weeds are the people who belong to the Evil One; and the enemy who sowed the 
weeds is the Devil. 
 



When the plants grew and the ears of corn began to form, then the weeds showed up. The 
farmer’s servants came to him and said: ‘Sir, it was good you sowed in your field: where 
did the weeds come from?’ It was the enemy who did this,’ he answered. ‘Do you want to 
us to go and pull up the weeds?’ [they asked him.] ‘No’, he answered, ‘because as you 
gather the weeds you might pull up some of the wheat along with them. Let the wheat and 
the weeds both grow together until harvest. Then I will tell the harvest workers to pull up 
the weeds first…. and then to gather in the wheat and put it in my barn.’ 
 
‘The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvest workers, are angels. Then God’s 
people will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. Listen, then, if you have ears!’ 
 
Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 

published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good News Bible© 

American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. 

 

Transcript of all age talk 19 July 2020 

 

Good morning. My name is George; you can just call me Farmer George. Because 

really that’s what my name means, it means worker of the earth. I wonder what your 

name means – perhaps you could find out and see if it’s a good description of who you 

are.  I have to say being described as a farmer is not the best description for me 

because I’ve never been a farmer, although my father and my grandfather were farmers 

and lots of my relations too.  I suppose I’ve been doing a bit more gardening over the 

last few weeks but I’m not sure that counts as being a farmer.  

 

But I have been thinking too about here in church because we’ve got lots of space 

whether we could use it productively while it’s empty.  A few weeks ago we did have 

some sheep in here and I helped look after them, but they have all gone now.  So I was 

wondering instead whether I might  think about growing things.  Because this church is 

a little bit like a greenhouse with glass all around and at the moment it’s pretty warm in 

here  – let me show you what I mean. [Picture of the windows at Reigate Park Church] 

 

Well I’ve been buying lots of seeds – the only problem is, I haven’t sown them.  And 

that’s often my experience at this time of year –  you know, when everybody else is 

showing pictures of how  large their sunflowers are growing and how in a few weeks 

time they are going to have lots of  tomatoes to enjoy; my seeds are still in the packets.  

Then I think about God, and how God is continuously sowing seeds and, indeed, I’m 

reminded that you can sow seeds at any time of the year.  It doesn’t just have to be in 

the Spring.  We shouldn’t give up – there’s always an opportunity.   

 

But I’m worried, because I know that when I sow these seeds, something else will grow 

at the same time; and that’s weeds.   And I think why bother, why bother when these 

weeds are going to get carried away.  It’s a bit like over the last few months, I do know 

that it’s been really good that we have been driving less and walking more, we’ve tried 

to buy vegetables more locally and we are hopeful, as we come out of lockdown and 

this current crisis as bad as it’s been that we will emerge into a better world; that we will 



be more caring of the world.  And yet you will have seen pictures, we all have, of the 

beaches and the parks, and the rubbish that has been left behind after the people have 

left.  And you think to yourself, why bother, why bother, why should I be the only one to 

look after God’s earth.  And yet, that’s exactly what we’re called to do.   We are called to 

look after his world despite what other people might be doing.  And that parable, that 

story, is telling the story of how in the world there is good and there is evil.  There is 

good and there is evil.  And there’s a choice about whether we allow good to prevail or 

evil.  Should evil have the last world or good?  And evil will have the last word if we do 

nothing.  But as we do good then we can make a difference in God’s world.   

 

And of course, it’s not just about our world, it’s also about our relationships.  Some 

people tell us that we should only be looking after ourselves - No 1.   Whereas Jesus 

told us to love our neighbours.  He told us, “Take up your cross” to be like him, to be a 

servant.  I don’t know about you but sometimes when I try to be kind I don’t even get a 

thank you.  And indeed, I sometimes get negative comments.  Or when I try to speak 

out for somebody who is vulnerable, like the refugees, there are other voices who say 

“they’re not important, think of yourself”.  And, in our churches, perhaps we’ve been in 

the position where we have wanted to open a night shelter and neighbours have said: 

“Don’t spoil our neighbourhood”.    But that doesn’t mean to say that we shouldn’t do 

anything because what we do we don’t do for the praise of other people, we do it 

because that’s what God has called us to do. 

 

I have been thinking about whether I should be sowing these seeds; I have decided I 

will, I won’t just keep them in the packet.  But I’ve decided not to sow them in the 

church, I’m not sure the congregation would appreciate, when they come back, to be 

met by knee high grass.  Instead of course I will sow these grass seeds in my garden, 

not just to make my garden look pretty, but also to be about the business of renewing 

God’s earth. 

 

And there are other seeds which I can be sowing - sowing in people’s lives the seeds of 

love, of joy and peace and I can do that when I meet people physically or virtually or 

when I speak to people on the telephone. We want to see the good harvest and not 

allow the bad to have the upper hand.  And in this time of waiting, I wonder if we’ve 

thought as a Church what we might do when we get back into our buildings, what we 

might do even now in terms of sowing seeds of love, joy and peace.   This is a time of 

waiting, a time of reflection, a time of preparation, to hear what God’s Spirit is saying to 

us.  What are the things that God wants us to do, in and through us. 

 

I was really struck this week by the story of Hazel Hill who at the age of 13 sitting at her 

kitchen table, kitchen table an ordinary place, helped her father using her skills in 

mathematics to design the Spitfire, the Spitfire  which made a difference in the Battle of 

Britain and conquer Hitler and evil.  We all, whatever our age, whatever skills or talents 

we have, we can play our part in producing a rich, good harvest. Let’s pause just for a 

moment and be quiet and listen for the Spirit speaking to us.  What is God calling us to 

do and to be, individually and as a Church, in these coming days, weeks and months in 

order that there might be a good harvest. [Period of quiet] 



 

Let us pray: 

Dear Lord, we thank you that although there is evil in the world and all is not well, help 

us to play our part in sowing the seeds of your Spirit that there might be a rich harvest of 

goodness.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

Hymn played and sung by Revd Paul Robinson, Minister the United Church in Rhyl  

The kingdom of God  
is justice and joy;  
for Jesus restores  
what sin would destroy;  
God's power and glory  
in Jesus we know  
and here and hereafter  
the kingdom shall grow. 
 
The kingdom of God  
is mercy and grace;  
the prisoners are freed,  
the sinners find place,  
the outcast are welcomed  
God's banquet to share;  
and hope is awakened  
in place of despair. 
 
The kingdom of God  
is challenge and choice:  
believe the good news,  
repent and rejoice!  
His love for us sinners  
brought Christ to his cross:  
our crisis of judgement  
for gain or for loss. 
 
God's kingdom is come,  
the gift and the goal;  
in Jesus begun,  
in heaven made whole.  
The heirs of the kingdom  
shall answer his call  
and all things cry 'Glory!'  
to God all in all. 
 

Bryn A. Rees (1911-83) altd. © Mrs M. Rees 

Communion 

 
Hymn  



 
We will meet when the danger is over, 
we will meet when the sad days are done; 
we will meet sitting closely together 
and be glad our tomorrow has come. 
 
We will join to give thanks and sing gladly, 
we will join to break bread and share wine 
and the peace that we pass to each other 
will be more than a casual sign. 
 
So let’s make with each other a promise 
that when all we’ve come through is behind, 
we will share what we missed and find meaning 
in the things that once troubled our mind. 
 
Until then may we always discover 
faith and love to determine our way. 
That’s our hope and God’s will and our calling 
for our lives and for every new day. 
 
 
Original Norwegian text and English translation by Hans-Olav Moerk,  
translation adapted by John L Bell, Music John L Bell 
 

Words copyright © 2020 Hanas-Olav Moerk and WGRG, 
c/o Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland 

 
 

Blessing  


