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Sunday 9 August 2020
Order of Service for Worship At Home

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle.)

Call to Worship (drawn from Psalm 105.1-2, 4)

Come, let us worship God with thanksgiving,
let us call upon the name of the LORD
in our songs of praise,
and tell of all God's wonders.
Let us seek the LORD, in whom is strength;
yes, in every moment let us look for God's presence. 

Hymn

Creator of life's vast expanse,
its skies and seas and distant lands:
your outstretched arm is swift to save
from all the terrors of the grave.
Our thanks we bring, and praises sing
to you, our one eternal King.

For as we journey through this life,
we're buffeted by storm and strife;
yet even if our strength should fail,
we know the tempest can't prevail.
Your word we hear, its summons clear:
“Take courage now, your Lord is near.”

In sovereign power and matchless grace
you watched above the waters' face
to bring forth life, and name it good,
and nourish us with wisdom's food;
still guide our feet until we meet,
our walk of faith at last complete.

© Dominic Grant 2020. Used by permission. Tune: 'Melita'.

Prayer of Approach

Take time to identify three things you want to thank God for, then join in the prayer 
(using the response in bold, if appropriate):

God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
in all the circumstances of life
you are present; and we praise you.



In the warmth and stillness of summer days
when, like petals in the sunshine,
we unfurl ourselves before your light,
you are present; and we praise you.

In the anxious times, when clouds gather
and, like sailors on a rough sea,
we struggle to find our way through the storm,
you are present; and we praise you.

In this time, set aside in worship,
as we bring to mind your gifts
and bring to you our lives in response,
you are present; and we praise you.

Hear us as we each name before you now
the blessings for which we give thanks
and by which we have perceived your grace...
You are present; and we praise you.

Loving God, in Christ you have come to us
and you see us as we are;
all of our achievements and all of our shortcomings
are laid bare before you.
When we let our arrogance or pride get the better of us,
forgive us;
when we lose focus and fail to finish what we've started,
rescue us;
when we want to trust but we feel overwhelmed,
reassure us and renew us.
Bring us again to that place of faith where we may say:
you are present; and we praise you.

All this we pray, Father of creation,
in the unity and power of your billowing Spirit,
through Jesus Christ your Son, who has trod among us. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, thy kingdom come; 
your will be done, thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.



Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Matthew 14.22-33 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for 
the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking towards 
them on the lake. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were 
terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
28 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.’ 29 He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came towards Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind,he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

[In the video of the service a Theme Introduction will be included here, 
followed by an introduction to this week's Junior Church activities]

Hymn

When Peter stepped out on the water,
when Peter stepped out on the sea,
his friends thought his action was silly
and called out to him with this plea:

Come back, come back,
O come back to safety with us, please do.
Come back, come back,
O come back to safety, please do.

When Peter stepped out on the water,
the waves underfoot made him think.
He felt the wind roaring around him
and slowly he started to sink.

Come back, come back...

When Jesus saw Peter was sinking,
he said to him, “Peter, don't fret.
Take hold of my hand and I'll save you.
You've lots more to do for me yet.”

Come here, step out,
O come face adventure with me, he said.
Come here, step out,
O come face adventure with me.



Marjorie Dobson (abridged) © 2004 Stainer & Bell Ltd. CCLI 11603. 
Tune: 'My bonnie lies over the ocean'.

Reflection

During these long months of the pandemic, you might have read or come across a 
reflection that's been widely-circulated, beginning with the words:

I heard that we are in the same boat.
But it's not that.
We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat.

It's quite a powerful insight – it goes on to remind us that whilst to some extent the 
experience of lockdown is shared, it has a different impact on different people. For 
some, it's given a bit of space for rediscovering what's important; for others, it's been
a time of lonely isolation. Some have been able to work from home or draw on 
savings; others have seen their work dry up entirely, or are carrying deep anxiety 
over whether their business or the company they work for will survive.

And alongside this, of course, is the very real disparity in how those who have 
become ill with the virus have fared. Age profile, medical history and even ethnicity all
seem to have an impact here, and whilst no-one is immune, some have been dealt a 
far harsher hand than others.

The same storm, but not all in the same boat.

Hold that in the back of your mind as we ponder this peculiar passage from Matthew's
Gospel today. Peculiar because - beyond the spectacular demonstration of the status 
and authority of Jesus, the testimony that he walks on water and calms the wind and
wave and so is worthy of worship as Son of God – beyond that, it's really not easy to 
see what we're meant to do with this story, what application we're meant to draw 
from it for how we order our lives and our behaviour today.

If anything, Peter's antics seem to point to the fallibility of faith – Jesus appears to 
scold him for sinking, appears to belittle him for not believing hard enough and so 
falling victim to the waves rather than carrying on strolling over them. But here's the 
thing: we don't see Peter or anyone else perfecting their faith to the point of walking 
on water, any time after that in the record of the New Testament or since. So even if 
it's no great surprise to see headstrong Peter taken down a peg or two, the way it's 
presented is liable to leave us all feeling the sting of Jesus' words, “you of little faith”.
That's hardly edifying, that's hardly hopeful.

And by all means, we can salvage a message about holding our nerve when we're in 
the midst of our troubles, keeping our eyes fixed upon Jesus who has authority over 
wind and wave. Which is a good and important message, of course; not least at 
times like this when there remains so much trouble so close at hand. But at the end 
of the day, we still know that there's really no prospect of us walking on water. And 
does that simply mean that our faith just isn't up to scratch? 

Well I suppose it's fair to say that this wouldn't be the only time in the Gospels that 
Jesus criticizes his followers for doubting, not the only time he suggests to them that 
it's only the smallness of their faith that's preventing them from working wonders.

Even so, I don't believe it's Matthew's purpose here to burden us with worry that our 
faith is too feeble. This story may leave Peter with a red face and soggy knees, but I 
reckon the message for us is meant to be one of encouragement and resolve.



Because if we leave to one side this business about how big or how little our faith 
might be, I think what we find here is a signpost to three features of faith – three 
things that faith has to do with.

Firstly: faith is about Presence. The presence of God, made known in Jesus – even in
circumstances when we really can't explain it.

Matthew's description of Jesus walking on the lake seems almost matter-of-fact – 
except that the disciples in the boat are so alarmed, that they think it must be a 
ghost. Because – of course – they don't expect to see someone walking on water. It 
can't be explained.

And so for us, living nigh-on two thousand years since the events of which we read – 
we don't expect to see Jesus, whether on water or on land. And yet the invitation of 
faith is to affirm and experience what cannot be explained: the conviction that Jesus 
is present still, as we turn to him.

Secondly: faith is about Prayer. It's not just an intellectual position, not just a 
worldview – it's an orientation, it shapes what we do.

At the very beginning of the passage, Jesus has sent the crowds home and sent the 
disciples across the lake in their boat, so that he can go up the mountain and pray. 
But up the mountain is not where Jesus stays. No, instead it's prayer that impels 
Jesus into the heart of the wind and wave, it's prayer that drives him to where he is 
needed.

And so for us – the summons of faith is not to find a piousness that isolates us from 
the world, but rather to cultivate a spirituality that sends us into the storm, to draw 
alongside those for whom we pray. If it's just closed eyes and concerned thoughts 
from afar then it's only half a prayer – for true prayer demands that we get involved.

And then thirdly: faith is about People. It's something meant for sharing – not just 
by our words but more particularly by our commitment to living it out together.

I wonder really whether Peter's mistake, even in some sense the 'doubt' for which 
Jesus upbraids him, might have been not so much his sudden loss of confidence that 
leaves him treading water instead of treading on it – but rather his urge to leave the 
boat in the first place? Storm or no storm, when you're on the lake it's surely better 
to be part of a crew.

And so for us. As much as our society might wish to emphasize the rights and dignity 
of individual choice, individual autonomy – as much as you might sometimes hear the
Church itself speak of accepting Jesus as your personal Saviour – still the call of faith 
is not to go it alone, but instead to nurture togetherness – to find, each of us, our 
identity within community.  

So amid the wind and wave of ancient Galilee, we find here a lesson about faith – 
the presence of Jesus to which faith points, the dynamic of prayer by which faith is set
to work, and the company of people with which faith surrounds us.

And to conclude – that brings us back to those thoughts about the storm our world 
faces now, the storm of pandemic. How are we to live out our faith, today, if it seems 
that though we face the same storm, we're not even in the same boat?

Perhaps the response that is demanded of us is nothing more – and nothing less – 
than this threefold pattern of faith. We may not be in the same boat; but still we can 
point our prow towards the presence of Jesus. We may not be in the same boat, but 
still our prayer can impel us alongside those who may need us near. We may not be 
in the same boat, but still we travel not alone, but as people who together can 
support and comfort one another. By faith, we face the storm – and in due time, the 
storm shall be stilled.



Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (led by Sandy McLeish)

Almighty Father, source of all love and mercy, we bring before You our concerns for 
the people of the world, our nation, our church and ourselves.

We think of Christians across the globe who daily face severe restrictions and worse, 
in trying to live their faith, and with whom most other Christians now share limitations
in worshipping publicly. We ask You to protect all Christians and like-minded people in
these unsettled times.

Recently, the Covid-19 pandemic appeared to recede in our country and elsewhere, 
and we have been thankful. Sadly, there has been also a fast-rising tide of viral 
infection and tragedy especially in the Americas, Africa and South Asia. And currently,
there are sporadic flare-ups across the world. Lord of all, we pray that You will be with
all those who are sick, anxious or grieving, and bring them hope, and that an effective
vaccine will become available to all, quickly.

Help us not to forget those countries where conflict, injustice and natural disasters 
continue to bring misery to millions. Most especially today, we think of the people of 
Lebanon, arising from the recent, cataclysmic explosion in the City of Beirut, of the 
many deaths and injuries and of the despair being experienced there. These 
tribulations have been heaped on a people burdened by almost endless conflict, 
corruption, political and economic instability, by many refugees fleeing Syria, and now
also by the Covid-19 pandemic. We pray for all the Lebanese, for those who will 
promote reconciliation and hope, and those who will bring them food and water, and 
other needed practical and financial relief.

God, our refuge and strength, we bring before You our own country. We think of those
towns and cities once again under strict, if now local, lockdown. We pray for the 
recovery of those in hospital and those fearful they may succumb. We remember 
those suffering from acute anxiety and other mental illness, for the elderly and others 
in care homes, and for fast-growing numbers of unemployed people and businesses 
that have failed or may do so. We ask for your blessing, Lord, on those who continue 
to treat and care for others, and for those others who serve all of us in varied ways. 
So many diligent people, Father, serving others, exhibiting love, bringing comfort and 
hope.

This and future weeks will bring A Level and GCSE exam. results. In this exceptional 
year, there is heightened anxiety as students await results that might prove especially
significant for their future studies and lives. May they know Your loving care.

And we pray for our own church, our Minister and others continuing to sustain our 
worship in these changed times. Un-changed is the need for all us still to support one 
another. May we help to encourage in other people a sense of peace that flows from 
the assurance that You, Lord, will never abandon us.  

We remember all those in need of prayer, and those whose names have been left on 
our prayer request mobile ‘phone, or on our website. And in the following, short 
silence, let us think of other people for whom we wish to pray particularly today………

All these people, all these needs, we place before You, Lord. In the name of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen



Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be 
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you 
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then 
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).

Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn

On the waters dark and drear,
Jesus, Saviour, you are near,
out with us wheree'r we roam,
as with loving friends at home.

You have trodden on the wave;
you are mighty still to save;
with one gentle word of peace
you can bid the tempest cease.

Jesus, by your powerful love
fit us for heaven's piers above;
still the deadly storm within,
gusts of passion, waves of sin.

So, at break of glorious dawn
on that Resurrection morn,
when the night of toil is o'er,
we shall see you on the shore.

William C Dix (altered & abridged). Public domain text.
Tune: 'Aus der Tiefe (Heinlein)'

Closing Prayer and Blessing 

As Jesus has summoned us to worship,
so now he beckons us to walk with him.
Therefore take courage;
for the one who has called you
has power to save you.

So may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.



Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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