
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon

27 September 2020: 4th Sunday of Creationtide 
Harvest Festival - order of service

Preparation
Our church has now reopened for congregational worship, and so there are four 
possible ways to participate in Sunday's service:

1. Attend the service in person by pre-registration only via our joint Church 
Secretaries (you should only attend if you have received confirmation of your 
place, are not experiencing Covid-19 symptoms, are not required to quarantine
after travel abroad, and have not been instructed by NHS Test & Trace to self-
isolate at home).

2. Or watch the whole service live at 11:00am – either as a Zoom video-call 
(meeting ID 893 3362 2856, passcode 430413) or as online video via the 
following address: https://www.trinitywimbledon.org/index.php/live-stream/

3. Or listen to the whole service live at 11:00am via your telephone by dialing 
020 3051 2874, then entering the meeting ID 893 3362 2856 # and the 
passcode 430413 # (if you're asked for a personal unique ID, enter # to skip).

4. Or use this text version only, without accessing audio/video from the church. 

Whether accessing the video or audio of the service, or simply reading through this 
text version, please aim to begin at 11am on Sunday – so that, even whilst we can't 
all meet together physically, Trinity folk will be 'gathering' for worship at the same 
time. Please note that the video of the service will remain available for later viewing, 
but the telephone audio can only be listened to 'live'.

If you're using this service as a family or household together at home without using 
the video/audio, then it's good if one person can read aloud the parts in normal type 
and everyone join in the words in bold type (you don't need to recite aloud any of the 
words in italics, which are for information, instruction, or reflection). But even if 
you're alone, you might still like to read all the normal and bold-type words aloud. 
You could even try singing the hymns – but if that makes you feel too self-conscious, 
then simply read the words!

Gathering in God's presence (If you have one, light a candle)

Call to Worship (drawn from Isaiah 42.5-6a)

This is what the LORD says - God who made and stretched out the heavens,
who spread out the earth and all that comes from it,
God who opens lungs, and gives breath to all who walk upon the earth:
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand...

And so, in worship, let us respond to God's call.



Hymn

The harvest is here: earth's bounty we bring!
And as we draw near, God's mercies we sing.
From greenhouse and garden, allotment and store:
these love-gifts we offer and praises outpour.

A harvest we bear - our talents and time.
A calling to share: such is God's design.
As people of Jesus we honour his name;
through our love for neighbour, his love we proclaim.

A harvest we mark: a harvest of dread,
with warnings as stark as suff'ring that's spread.
A half-year's confinement to curb this disease;
we raise our lamenting: Lord, bring us release!

God's harvest shall come, when all is fulfilled:
death's forces succumb, and violence be stilled.
Then all that has breath in Creation restored
shall bow down in worship: one Harvest, one Lord!

Text © Dominic Grant 2007, 2020, used by permission. Tune: “Laudate Dominum”.

Praying our Praise & Thanksgiving

Creator God, for daily bread 
and all who work to bring your harvest home
we bring our thanks today.

(pause)

Forgive our ingratitude -
we who have so much
yet waste what you have given.

(pause)

For those whose harvest is poor, 
whose crops have withered, 
water tainted, children starve,
help those who bring relief
and bestow on us an unaccustomed generosity,
that all might share from your garden
and all might sing your praise.

(pause)

Creator God, provider of all
we bring our thanks today.
And we bless each other
that the beauty of this world
and the love that created it
might be expressed though our lives
and be a blessing to others
now and always.  Amen.

© John Birch 2016 (www.faithandworship.com, used by permission).

http://www.faithandworship.com/


The Lord's Prayer
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name;
your kingdom come, your will be done, thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive as we forgive
those who sin against us. those who trespass against us.
Save us from the time of trial And lead us not into temptation;
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours the power, and the glory,
now and forever.  Amen. for ever and ever.  Amen.

Listening for God's Word

Bible Reading: Psalm 104.1a, 14-30

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul.
    O LORD my God, you are very great.
14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,
    and plants for people to use,
to bring forth food from the earth,
15     and wine to gladden the human heart,
oil to make the face shine,
    and bread to strengthen the human heart.
16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly,
    the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
17 In them the birds build their nests;
    the stork has its home in the fir trees.
18 The high mountains are for the wild goats;
    the rocks are a refuge for the coneys.
19 You have made the moon to mark the seasons;
    the sun knows its time for setting.
20 You make darkness, and it is night,
    when all the animals of the forest come creeping out.
21 The young lions roar for their prey,
    seeking their food from God.
22 When the sun rises, they withdraw
    and lie down in their dens.
23 People go out to their work
    and to their labour until the evening.
24 O LORD, how manifold are your works!
    In wisdom you have made them all;
    the earth is full of your creatures.
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
    creeping things innumerable are there,



    living things both small and great.
26 There go the ships,
    and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
27 These all look to you
    to give them their food in due season;
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;
    when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
    when you take away their breath, they die
    and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
    and you renew the face of the ground.

In the 'live' service a Theme Introduction will take place at this point, followed by 
the receiving and blessing of Harvest gifts for Wimbledon Foodbank.

Hymn

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,
for all things living you have made good;
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

Lord, bless the labour we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbour we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you;
harvesting, milling, for daily bread.

Father, providing food for your children,
your wisdom guiding teaches us share
one with another, so that, rejoicing,
sister and brother may know your care.

Then will your blessing reach every people;
each one confessing your gracious hand:
when you are reigning no one will hunger,
your love sustaining fruitful the land.

A.F. Bayly (altd) © Oxford University Press. CCLI 11603. Tune: “Bunessan”.

Bible Reading: Matthew 20.1-16

1‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 
standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He 



said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of 
them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.’

Sermon (Revd Alex Mabbs)

The landowner in Jesus' story wasn't fair. Not because he exploited the workers in his 
vineyard, but because he was generous to them. That generosity meant that those 
who'd only worked an hour were paid the same as those who'd worked all day.

It wasn't fair – but was it just? You could argue it both ways, I think. Which is 
better: should you be rewarded for the work that you do, a fair day's wage for a fair 
days work? Or should you be given what you need in order to live?

I don't know about you, but I would feel really annoyed if I'd worked all day for 
someone, and noticed another person who'd only worked an hour being paid the day's
wage that I'd been promised just that morning – and then only receiving that myself. 
I'd feel cheated, even though I'd received what I was contracted for.

Because I'm part of the system of our world, and it's not set up around generosity, 
grace and justice. We're born and raised in a system of rights and responsibilities – 
expectation, duty, management, commodification and control. It's a system where 
you get what you deserve – except that's a lie; more truly it's a system where you get
what you can extract, depending upon how much power you can wield, through 
factors such as the scarcity value of your labour or whether the economy is weighted 
for you or against you, the history of that economy, and where you happen to have 
been born, and who were your parents.

It's a system where the landowner in Jesus' story is weird, is downright offensive 
actually, and is just not fair.

But it's clear that the system we're in is unjust. Too few people have too much of the 
world's wealth, which means that too many people go hungry. The waste from our 
extractive industry is heating the planet beyond its capability to remain in balance, 
causing changes to weather patterns with droughts, storms, floods becoming more 
common and more unpredictable.

And as David Attenborough has recently reminded us so powerfully: we are already in
a situation of mass extinction, hitherto unknown in human history. The world's total 
wildlife population has dropped by something like 68% since 1970. It's not their fault,
and it's not fair.

Both Jesus' story and Psalm 104 show us a different approach to things. They give us 
a glimpse into God's economics, and what a world based on God's justice would look 
like. 

Psalm 104 is one of the best celebrations of nature in the Bible. But in particular for 



our Harvest purposes, it celebrates the way that God provides for every creature 
through the abundance of creation. Verse 27 says: “These all look to you to give them
their food in due season: when you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open 
your hand, they are filled with good things.”

In God's economy, God provides enough for each creature, based on those gifts of 
creation we receive and share in common: the sunshine, the rain, and the soil. It's an 
economy of gift, of grace: not based on what you do, but on what you need.

So, in Jesus' story, each worker needed a day's wage to support themselves and their
families. And that's what they got – regardless of how much work they'd done. And 
that's God's justice: because God sees what each one needs, and provides it... when 
all is well. But as Jesus' story shows, all is not well. 

Twice Jesus uses the word “idle” - which could give the impression that the later 
workers were avoiding work. But they seem willing enough to be employed when they
are asked. And when the owner asks the last ones why they've been standing idle all 
day, they answer “Because no-one's hired us”. And we can speculate about whether 
or not they were in the market-place earlier and why they weren't hired earlier; but 
taken at face value, they've not had work because those with power to hire them 
have overlooked them. And without work, they and their families go without.

So I'd argue that this story touches on structural issues of power that result in 
workers not being rewarded in relation to the work they do, but in relation to how well
they fit into the economic and power structure.

You know, a dairy farmer works harder than I could imagine. But most British dairy 
farmers are really struggling financially, and have been for years. The market is 
against them, and over the last few decades has moved land and revenue away from 
independent farmers to huge multi-national agri-businesses. It's not fair. And I could 
cite endless other examples from around the world, as could you, of people who work 
really hard but are really poor. It's not fair.

But God's justice would make sure that everyone has what they need. Because God's 
justice is based on grace. It's a gift that you can only receive in open hands. It's not 
yours to grasp or hoard, but to hold lightly, keeping your hands open. 

The story of Israel in the Bible shows how God set captives free, and gave them an 
abundant land to live in, flowing with beer and chocolate – or whatever passed for 
beer and chocolate in those days! But Moses was clear from the outset: the land 
belonged to God; and when the Israelites started to treat it as their own, as their due,
as a commodity that they could own and trade, they lost it and went into captivity 
again. 

God's way is a way of grace, where there is enough – and more than enough – for 
every one. Not to hoard, but to enjoy together in common.

Harvest Festival reminds us to be thankful for the good gifts we enjoy from the earth. 
Thankful to God; thankful for our food; and thankful for everyone from the farmer to 
the truck driver to the shop assistant – everyone who brings us God's gifts. 

I know Harvest is different this year; but you might be able to remember Harvest 
Festivals where you walked into church and the smell of fruit and flowers took your 
breath away. And even if at the heart of our offerings are tins and packets these days,
we still remember that we depend on the gifts of nature – the sunshine, the rain and 
the soil, as well as the pollinators and the earthworms and so on. And it's very 
important in these days of environmental crisis that we make ourselves reconnect 
with nature, in our heads but also in our hearts. Because what you care for, you care 
about; and creation needs a lot of loving care these days.



And so I encourage you to cultivate some habits of prayer and contemplation that 
involve nature. Go and be quiet in a park, on the Common, in your garden, or even 
just at home with a geranium in a pot.

And then, very importantly, Harvest reminds us to keep our hands open: in 
thankfulness, but also in generosity. If God's economy and God's justice are based on 
generously meeting the needs of each person, then let's be more like God. As we give
thanks for God's gifts, we will enjoy those gifts a lot more when we're sharing them 
with others. We may have less; but because we're enjoying them more, we'll be 
happier. And if enough of us become happier with less in our hoards, the injustice in 
the world and the woundedness of creation might begin to be healed.

Grasping, hoarding hands cultivate grasping, hoarding, mean hearts – and, friends, 
that's not what we want is it? But open, generous, sharing hands cultivate open and 
generous hearts. They build community and bring joy to God, the giver of gifts.

So as we give thanks this Harvest-time for all God's good gifts, and share those gifts 
with others in need, let's continue to walk in the ways of God's generous justice. May 
God send forth his Spirit, and make us new, and renew the face of the earth. Amen.

[For further exploration of Psalm 104 go to alexmabbs.com/psalm-104]

Responding to God's grace

Praying for Needs & Concerns (led by Kwame Sarpong)

Lord, we are in the thralls of a battle with an unseen enemy that is wreaking havoc 
with our way of life throughout the World. The way we govern, work, socialise, 
educate and worship are all being challenged like never before. We pray for your 
guidance, courage and resilience during these trying times.

We pray that you give wisdom to our leaders as they deliberate on the best strategy 
and measures for combating COVID-19 and its impact on the social and economic life 
of the nation, may they pursue a course of action that will bring an end to the anxiety 
and misery of this virus. We pray for our care workers, nurses, doctors and all those 
racing to provide a vaccine to tackle the virus.

We lament with all those that have lost loved ones in this period, Lord we pray that in 
their despair you will give them hope.

We lament with all those whose lives have been touched by gun and knife violence, 
we lament that there are those who have chosen the use of such weapons as a means
of resolving conflict or as an expression of their personal issues.

Lord let us not forget even in these bewildering times the light that we have been 
given and give thanks for it.

Lord, we thank you that we were able to sleep last night and wake up this morning. 
We thank you that we have eyes to see the beauty of this wonderful World and to 
perceive the good that is in it. We thank you for our ears to hear and understand, to 
listen and appreciate. We thank you for our hands to work and create things to your 
glory.

We thank you for our minds to think and resolve issues, to innovate and create new 
opportunities. We thank you for the memories to remember and cherish as well as to 
learn from and inspire us. We thank you for our hearts to love one another and to 
honour and worship you.



We thank for the ability to meet in the act of worship in person or virtually, we thank 
you for all those in the Church that strive to ensure that we are able to do so, give 
them the strength and resolve to continue.

We pray that we may find serenity in Your presence, and purpose in doing Your will.

Amen.

Offertory

This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's 
ongoing work and witness. Call to mind your gift now as you share in this prayer.

Generous God, your gift to me is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless: so that both gift and giver
may bring blessing to others, and glory to your name.  Amen.

Hymn

We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand;
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain:

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.

He only is the maker of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star;
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed;
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread:

We thank you then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.
No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts,
but that which you most welcome, our humble, thankful hearts:

Matthias Claudius tr. Jane Campbell (altd). Public domain text. Tune: “Wir pflügen”.

Dismissal & Blessing (drawn from 2 Corinthians 9.10)

Let us go now, in faith that God who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will supply and multiply the seeds of goodness we sow,
towards a greater harvest of righteousness.

And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us whether near or far, 
this day and always.

Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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