
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon  

Sunday 25 October 2020 – Bible Sunday 
Order of Service for Worship At Home 

led by Pam Rostron (Elder at Trinity) 

 

Our online service is made up of our own recordings and others in a 
Youtube playlist. 

Videos should play automatically one after the other, but if you get out of 
sync you can find the links in the transcript below. 

Click here to begin the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gathering in God’s presence 
 
Call to worship  
 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
    in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
    or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 
 
Hymn - We have a Gospel to proclaim  (Tune:  Fulda) 
 
We have a gospel to proclaim 
good news for men in all the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
we sing His glory, tell His worth. 
 
Tell of His birth at Bethlehem, 
not in a royal house or hall 
but in a stable dark and dim: 
the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 
Tell of His death at Calvary, 
hated by those He came to save; 
in lonely suffering on the cross 
for all He loved, His life He gave. 



 

 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
Empty the tomb, for He was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell  
that we might share His victory. 
 
Tell of His reign at God’s right hand, 
by all creation glorified; 
he sends His Spirit on His Church 
to live for Him, the Lamb who died. 
 
Now we rejoice to name Him King:  
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
This gospel message we proclaim:  
we sing His glory, tell His worth.  
 

Edward J. Burns (1938-   ) 
 
 
 
Prayer of approach and confession 
 
Father God who is our life, be with us. 
Christ who is our guide, walk with us. 
Spirit who is our strength, uphold us. 
 
One-in-three God, sharing each moment, bless and hallow this worship, 
cleanse and mould our hearts, that we may praise you alone, because of 
who you are, and for opening our eyes to see. 
 
Forgive us, for the wasted moment spent selfishly or just filling time; 
for the hurtful moments, caused by our words or actions; 
for the thoughtless moments, lacking in love; 
for the destructive moments, when we let our anger rip; 
for the missed moments, frozen by hesitation and doubt. 
 
Help us now and every moment to try to live as Jesus lived,  
fully present, fully human, full of love. 
 
God, we praise you for your love.  
For the assurance of your forgiveness, and the promise of wholeness. 
Amen 
 
 
  



 

 

We say together the words of the prayer which Jesus taught us: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 
Listening to God’s Word 
 
Bible Reading:  Psalm 1 
 
The Two Ways 
 
1  Happy are those 
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
    or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2  but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3  They are like trees 
    planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
    and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 
4  The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6  for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
 
  



 

 

Hymn - I will sing the wondrous story   (Tune:  Hyfrydol) 
 
I will sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me; 
how He left His home in glory, 
for the cross on Calvary. 
 
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me -  
sing it with the saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
 
I was lost, but Jesus found me, 
found the sheep that went astray, 
raised me up and gently led me 
back into the narrow way. 
 
He will keep me till the river 
rolls its waters at my feet; 
then He'll bear me safely over, 
where the loved ones I shall meet. 
 

Francis Harold Rawley (1854-1952) 
 
 
Bible Reading:  Matthew 22: 34-46 
 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. 
36  “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37  He said 
to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38  This is the greatest and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.’  40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 
 
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah?  Whose son is he?”  They 
said to him, “The son of David.”  43 He said to them, “How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
44  ‘The Lord said to my Lord,  

“Sit at my right hand,  
until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”  46 No one was 
able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him 
any more questions. 
  



 

 

Reflection 
 
Today is Bible Sunday, a day in which to celebrate and cherish the 
importance of God’s word being made accessible to us and to people 
around the world. 
 
It is almost 500 years since William Tyndale broke what was then the Law 
of England by printing the first Bible in the English Language.  By law, 
church services had always been conducted in Latin, and the Bible too 
was in Latin.  Tyndale believed that people should be able to read and 
hear God’s word in the language they spoke and understood, and though 
he succeeded in this, he was eventually executed and his Bible banned. 
 
Five hundred years later, the Bible is available in hundreds of languages 
and dialects – I remember as a child hearing the first book of Genesis 
being read from a recently published Scouse Bible – and yet despite being 
more freely available than ever in this country, for many people the Bible 
is an irrelevance. 
 
One organisation which is trying to remedy this is the Bible Society.  The 
inspiration behind the Society is the story of a 15-year old girl called Mary 
Jones, who in 1800 trekked twenty-six miles from her home in order to 
purchase her very own Welsh Language Bible, which she had spent six 
years saving enough money to buy.  Today, the Society works in over two 
hundred countries around the world, committed to making the Bible 
available to everyone. 
 
Video 
 
Good News and Hope, two things which we certainly need at the moment, 
and this is at the crux of what the Bible means to the world today.  If you 
want to tell the Good News of God’s love for us, then you have to do it in 
a form and language which people understand.   
 
For children, the Society is able to give beautiful Bible storybooks.  For 
example, in Syria, they focus on children and young people, who have 
known nothing but the horror of war and conflict, and many have been 
displaced from their homes.  Yet in Easter this year, 28,000 Bibles and 
Scripture Storybooks were distributed to children in towns and cities 
where it was safe to do so, and it’s planned to distribute many more at 
Christmas. 
 
I would urge you, if you can, to look at the Society’s website and read 
and hear more about the work they are doing, both abroad and at home.  
Perhaps you will be encouraged to support them, and pray for them.  
Perhaps you will be able to read your own Bible with new eyes, knowing 
what a precious thing it is to be able to do so freely and in a language 
which you understand.  But above all, be open to the fact that God is 
speaking to us through the words of his scripture and He wants us to 
understand and believe and obey His Word. 



 

 

Father God 
Your Word is the light we see, 
a guide for our footsteps to where you are found. 
Your Word is the strength we find 
when darkness threatens to overwhelm. 
 
Your Word is the power we need 
to become servants of a Heavenly King. 
Your Word is the reason we live 
in the sure knowledge you are everything. 
 
 
 
Responding to God’s grace 
 
Prayers of Concern 
 
In love and trust, let us pray together. 
 
Today is Bible Sunday.  Lord our father, as we hear your word, and seek 
to follow you, let us remember the words of John Robinson, Pastor to the 
company of your followers known to us as the Pilgrim Fathers, in his 
charge to them as they left Holland for the New World:  
 

‘If God reveals anything to you by any other instrument of His, be as 
ready to receive it as you were to receive any truth by my ministry, 
for I am verily persuaded the Lord hath more truth yet to break forth 
out of His Holy Word.’ 

 
Holy God, give us the courage to tell out your truth without fear, and to 
work for your kingdom with joy.  Thank you for the support and love of 
other Christians, and the richness of our varied traditions.  May we focus 
our attention on you with real love, so that all unnecessary divisions 
between us fall away. 
 
We hold in our hearts those suffering in the many conflicts around the 
world, especially the peoples of the Middle East and of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia.  Father God, we pray for those in leadership, and for those who 
work to resolve conflicts by negotiation, that they may be granted 
humility, forbearance, wisdom, and openness to your concern for 
righteousness, justice and true love.  Be present at all meetings and 
negotiations where feelings run high and where many lives are profoundly 
affected by the decisions made.  May those attracted to simple and 
violent solutions be granted insight into your love for every one of us, 
whatever our beliefs and wherever we may be, and understanding of the 
futility of terror and violence. 
 
We remember all who are forced to escape from their homes, and live 
without security; we think particularly of those with young children who 
are homeless or in danger.  May they be welcomed and kept safe.  We 



 

 

pray for all those who support them in this country, and in particular for 
the work of the South London Refugee Association and of those who are 
supporting or sponsoring refugee families in South London. 
 
We pray for the peoples of all those countries, including the United 
Kingdom, affected by the coronavirus pandemic.  May those caring for 
those who have become ill, as well as those looking for more effective 
treatments and protection against further infection, be kept safe and 
granted insight and wisdom, the better to respond to this new disease 
and minimise its spread.  Let our leaders be guided by you as they try to 
cope with the challenges of the pandemic.  May they have clarity of 
thought, wisdom and decisiveness.  
 
We pray for all those who are beset by poverty, unemployment and 
homelessness, and for those who struggle with addictions; and for 
courage, support and healing for all who suffer.  We remember your 
concern for justice, and pray for the just and realistic sharing of our 
resources. 
 
We pray for families and single persons who are dependent on state 
benefits to pay for the necessities of life, and for all those who seek to 
support and sustain them.  May those who administer the benefits system 
and who work to remedy its deficiencies be guided by your concern for 
justice.  
 
We also pray for those in our community who live in substandard housing, 
and those who advise and support them.  Give them all the ability and 
confidence to press for improvement in housing conditions, and guide 
those responsible for enforcing rules for decent and safe housing to take 
effective steps to do so.  We also pray for those who provide housing.  Let 
them be moved to recognise and respond effectively to the worth and 
needs of those they house. 
 
In compassion we hold in our hearts all who are locked in physical or 
emotional pain, or in the darkness of mental distress, and all who are 
weighed down with worries, guilt, sadness or despair.  We pray that you, 
loving God, may restore and refresh them, comfort and free them. 
 
We remember all those known to us in need of prayer and those for 
whom we have been asked to pray; let us take a moment of silence to 
name those known to us.    ……….    If it is your will, loving God, may 
those prayers be answered. 
 
We pray for your church in this place, as we embark on a period of 
vacancy.  Give us confidence in your purpose for us here, and be with our 
leaders as they seek your will for our future. 
 
Lastly, we pray for ourselves.  God of compassion, you know our faults, 
and yet you promised to forgive.  Keep us in your presence, and give us 
your wisdom.  May we may be your instruments of justice and love in this 



 

 

world, always looking forward to your kingdom coming on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
Offertory 
 
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to 
Trinity’s ongoing work and witness.  You might like to put it in a jar for 
now, ready to be brought in person when circumstances allow.  Then say 
the prayer below (if you already participate in Trinity’s Planned Giving 
scheme via direct bank transfer, then simply recite the prayer – no need 
for a jar!) 
 
Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.  
I bring to you my gift, and myself.  
Receive, Lord, and bless: 
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others, 
and glory to your name. Amen.  
 
 
Hymn – Go Forth and Tell   (Tune: Woodlands) 

Go forth and tell!  O church of God, awake! 
God's saving news to all the nations take; 
proclaim Christ Jesus, saviour, Lord, and king, 
that all the world his glorious praise may sing. 
 
Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all; 
he will in grace respond to all who call: 
how shall they call if they have never heard 
the gracious invitation of his word? 
 
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 
share God's good gifts - let no one be denied; 
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose, 
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 
 
Go forth and tell! O church of God, arise! 
go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies; 
go till all nations his great name adore 
and serve him, Lord and king for evermore. 
 

James E. Seddon (1915 - 1983) 
 

  



 

 

 
Closing Prayer & Blessing 
 
Living God, the source of all life, prompt us into new beginnings 
Ever-present God, travelling alongside us, guide us to walk in your way. 
Ever-loving God, surrounding us with care, help us to detect your 
presence. 
In the name of Christ.  
Amen. 
 
And may the light of God lead you; the presence of God protect you;  
the goodness of God go with you; this day and every day. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


