
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon  

Sunday 18 October 2020  
Order of Service for Worship At Home 

Led by the Revd Bill Bowman  
(retired URC minister from West Wickham) 

Our online service is made up of our own recordings and others in a 
Youtube playlist. 

Videos should play automatically one after the other, but if you get out of 
sync you can find the links in the transcript below. 

Click here to begin the service. 

 

Gathering in God’s presence 
 
Call to worship  
 
Praise the Lord all you nations. 
Extol him all you peoples. 
For great is his steadfast love towards us, 
And the faithfulness of the Lord lasts forever. 
Praise the Lord. (Psalm 117) 
 
 
Hymn - Praise and thanksgiving, Father we offer 
 
Praise and thanksgiving, 
Father, we offer, 
for all things living  
you have made good;  
harvest of sown fields,  
fruits of the orchard,  
hay from the mown fields,  
blossom and wood. 
 
Lord, bless the labour  
we bring to serve you,  
that with our neighbour  
we may be fed.  
Sowing or tilling,  
we would work with you;  
harvesting, milling,  
for daily bread.  
 



 

 

Father, providing  
food for your children,  
your wisdom guiding  
teaches us share  
one with another,  
so that, rejoicing  
sister and brother  
may know your care.  
 
Then will your blessing  
reach every people;  
each one confessing  
your gracious hand.  
When you are reigning  
no one will hunger:  
your love sustaining  
fruitful the land.  
 

A.F. Bayly (1901-84) altd. 
 
 
Prayer of approach and confession 
 
Loving God, 
we give thanks for your goodness 
and love towards us: 
for the joy of home and family; 
for the companionship of friends and neighbours; 
and all the activities that fulfil our lives. 
We thank you for the strength that supports us 
and the love that surrounds us. 
 
We give thanks for Jesus: 
for the glory of his humble birth, 
for the graciousness of his selfless life, 
for the obedience and trust 
that led him to the cross. 
And for the triumph 
of his resurrection and ascension. 
 
We give thanks for your Holy Spirit 
at work in your Church and in our hearts, 
revealing your truth, renewing our lives, 
and bringing us to your eternal kingdom. 
 
God of mercy and love, 
in humbleness of heart  
we confess our shortcomings and wrongdoings. 
 
Silence 



 

 

Forgive us when we forget to love and serve you 
and wander from your ways. 
Forgive us when we are careless of your world 
and put its life in danger. 
Forgive us when we talk of our concern for others, 
but fail to match our words with action. 
 
Silence 
 
Forgiving God we thank you 
that Jesus came into this world, 
not to condemn it, 
but through him the world would be saved. 
 
To all who turn to him he says 
“You are forgiven”. 
He also says, “Follow me”. 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Listening to God’s Word 
 
Bible Reading:  Isaiah 45:1-6 
 
1  Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
    whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
     and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 



 

 

2  I will go before you 
     and level the mountains,[a] 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3  I will give you the treasures of darkness 
    and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4  For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
     and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5  I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
     besides me there is no god. 
     I arm you, though you do not know me, 
6  so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
     and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
     I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 
 
Hymn - God is Love: let heav’n adore him 
 
God is Love: let heav'n adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heavens above, 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is love, eternal love. 
 
God is Love: and is enfolding 
all the world in one embrace; 
his unfailing grasp is holding 
every child of every race; 
and when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
that same sorrow, that same aching 
wrings with pain the heart of God. 
 
God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts and clouds the will, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds us fast and guides us still. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is love, so love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign. 

 
Timothy Rees (1874-1939) 



 

 

Bible Reading:  Matthew 22: 15-22 
 
The Question about Paying Taxes 
 
15  Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  
16  So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality.  

17  Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, 
or not?”  

18  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to 
the test, you hypocrites?  

19  Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius.  

20  Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”  
21  They answered, “The emperor’s”.  Then he said to them, “Give 

therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s”. 

22  When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

 
 
Sermon 
 
One of the Founding Fathers of the United States, Benjamin Franklin, 
observed, “There are only two certainties in life – death and taxes!!” 
 
In today’s Gospel reading Jesus enemies use the question of paying tax to 
try to trap him into saying something blasphemous, contrary to Jewish 
law - or something treasonous which would bring him into conflict with 
the occupying Romans. 
 
Paying tax was no more popular in Jesus time than it is today.  But the 
tax burden laid on the Jews, as conquered people was a particular 
anathema for three reasons. 
 

1) It was a financial burden, the people, mostly poor, could ill afford to 
pay it. 

2) It was a political burden – the money went to pay the Roman 
government who were occupying their land. 

3) It was a religious burden – the tax had to be paid in Roman coinage 
which bore the inscription of Caesar Tiberius. Remember how the 
Ten Commandments forbade the people of Israel from having 
anything to do with graven images.  

 
Jesus was in the Temple in Jerusalem the week between Palm Sunday 
and Good Friday. All week the Chief Priests and Pharisees had been using 
various ploys to trap Jesus into saying something that would condemn 
himself with his own words. They had asked him where John the Baptist 



 

 

got his authority from hoping he would say the wrong thing. That time 
Jesus made them look ridiculous when he asked them a question in 
return. Another time, they brought a woman caught in the act of adultery 
and asked if she should be stoned. Jesus made them ashamed when he 
invited, “Anybody without sin to throw the first stone.” As his enemies 
slunk away from these encounters their hatred of Jesus only multiplied. 
 
So they try again with the question - is it right to pay taxes to Caesar? 
 
If Jesus says “yes it is” he is risking alienating the people who hated 
paying the tax.  If he says “no” he risks facing a capital charge of treason 
against Rome for advocating the non-payment of tax.  
 
Jesus cleverly asks the Chief Priests to show him a coin, which they 
produce with unseemly swiftness. Jesus asks them whose picture is on 
the coin. They answer – “Caesar’s!!” 
 
To which Jesus says – 
 
“Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s” and here I am sure he would have 
paused to let his words hit home, “and give to God what is God’s.” 
 
The word Jesus uses here translated “give” literally means to return or 
pay back something to someone what is rightfully theirs. Who could argue 
that there was anything wrong in giving back to Caesar a coin that is his 
in the first place?  
 
It is the second part of Jesus’ answer that is the most telling – “give to 
God, what is God’s.” 
 
All of the people gathered round Jesus would be familiar with the passage 
in Genesis in the Hebrew Bible, our Old Testament, which says that 
“Human beings, men and women, are made in the image of God.” 
(Genesis 1:27) 
 
So Jesus is reminding his listeners that it is their obligation, to give to 
God what is due to him, whose image we bear. 
 
What is due to God is our love and this is most powerfully demonstrated 
in our love for each other.  What God wants from us is that we live in 
harmony with one another in a society based on justice and peace and 
mutual care and compassion.  
 
Here we are in the midst of a pandemic the like of which has not been 
seen in living memory and in just a few short months everyday life has 
changed dramatically.  Some evangelical Christians in the early stages of 
the outbreak were saying that Covid was God’s curse on a sinful world. 
Nonsense!! 
 



 

 

I cannot believe that God deliberately causes hardship in the world. The 
entire ministry of Jesus, made up of healing, reconciliation and 
forgiveness, speaks against the notion of God causing suffering of any 
kind.  But I do believe that God can bring good out of humanity’s 
misfortune as well as our self-inflicted wounds. 
 
An ironic extension to this episode where the Jewish religious leaders try 
to entrap Jesus with the question over Caesar’s taxes is that just a few 
days later at Jesus trial when Pilate, the Roman governor, asks the Chief 
Priests and Pharisees, referring to Jesus, “Shall I crucify your king?” 
 
The Chief Priests shout back at Pilate, “We have no king – but Caesar!!” 
 
The question remains for the world today, who is our king? 
 
Caesar or Jesus? 
 
Caesar represents – oppression, money, power. 
 
Jesus stands for grace, truth and love. 
 
St Paul in his letter to Galatians lists the fruits of the Spirit – 
 
“Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.” (Gal 5:22) 
 
There is no tax on these things, but we can all offer them to God by  
“Loving one another as he loves us.” 
 
Amen 
 
 
Responding to God’s grace 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
Father God, we pray for this your world, 
for all peoples and nations.  
May all your children follow the ways of truth and justice 
and may the world be set free from bitterness and strife 
and by the power of your love, live in peace. 
 
We pray for all in positions of authority and responsibility, 
that in the fulfilling of their duties and in making difficult decisions 
they may be guided by your Spirit 
and upheld by your grace. 
 
We pray for all who are in any kind of trouble or difficulty, 
especially those affected by Coronavirus to a greater or lesser degree. 
 



 

 

We pray for all those who have fallen victim to the disease  
and those who live in fear of it. 
We pray too for the medical staff and key workers who do their best to 
combat the disease  
and the way it effects all our lives. 
 
We pray that the sick may be cared for. 
the lonely sustained and the oppressed strengthened 
and those who mourn comforted. 
 
God of grace, 
we pray for your Church in this place and every place, 
that through the love, courage and faith of your people 
your word may be preached and lived. 
 
We pray all these things in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
Offertory 
 
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to 
Trinity’s ongoing work and witness.  You might like to put it in a jar for 
now, ready to be brought in person when circumstances allow.  Then say 
the prayer below (if you already participate in Trinity’s Planned Giving 
scheme via direct bank transfer, then simply recite the prayer – no need 
for a jar!) 
 
Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.  
I bring to you my gift, and myself.  
Receive, Lord, and bless: 
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others, 
and glory to your name. Amen.  
 
 
Hymn – O Lord, all the world belongs to you 
 
O Lord, all the world belongs to you 
and you are always making all things new. 
What is wrong you forgive, 
and the new life you give 
is what’s turning the world upside down.	
 	
The world’s only loving to its friends, 
but your way of loving never ends, 
loving enemies too; 
and this loving with you 
is what’s turning the world upside down.	



 

 

 	
The world lives divided and apart, 
You draw us together, and we start 
in our friendship to see 
that in harmony we 
can be turning the world upside down.	
 	
The world wants the wealth to live in state, 
but You show a new way to be great: 
like a servant you came, 
and if we do the same, 
we’ll be turning the world upside down.	
 	
O Lord, all the world belongs to you 
and you are always making all things new. 
What is wrong you forgive, 
and the new life you give 
is what’s turning the world upside down.	
 

Patrick Appleford (1925-  ) altd. 
 
 
Closing Prayer & Blessing 
 
Go in peace and walk in love to serve the Lord. 
And may the blessing of 
God the Father, 
God the Son, and  
God the Holy Spirit, 
be with you  
and all whom you love. 
This day and for evermore. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 


