
Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon
4th October 2020: Rededication Sunday 

Preparation

The service includes a celebration of Communion in which to share. If you are 
participating at home, please have some bread and wine (or juice) ready to be 
uncovered at the appropriate point.  

You can watch the whole service live at 11:00am via online video at the following 
address: https://youtu.be/ZoHlunqs7Gk - or if you have Zoom installed on your 
computer or smart-device, use it with meeting ID 893 3362 2856 and passcode 
430413. If you do not have internet access, you can listen to the whole service live 
at 11:00am via your telephone by dialing 020 3051 2874, then entering the 
meeting ID 893 3362 2856 # and the passcode 430413 # (if you're asked for a 
personal unique ID, enter # to skip).

God's Summons and Our Gathering

Introit (pre-recorded) Look at the world – John Rutter

Response With the whole Christian Church 
the United Reformed Church believes in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The living God, the only God, ever to be praised.

The life of faith to which we are called is the Spirit's gift 
continually received through the Word, the Sacraments 
and our Christian life together.
We acknowledge the gift and answer the call,
giving thanks for the means of grace.

Hymn RS 33 Eternal God, your love's tremendous glory
cascades through life in overflowing grace,
to tell creation's meaning in the story
of love evolving love from time and space.

Eternal Son of God, uniquely precious,
in you, deserted, scorned and crucified,
God's love has fathomed sin and death's deep darkness,
and flawed humanity is glorified.

Eternal Spirit, with us like a mother,
embracing us in love serene and pure:
you nurture strength to follow Christ our brother,
as full-grown children, confident and sure.

We ask you now, complete your image in us;
this love of yours, our source and guide and goal.
May love in us seek love and serve love's purpose,
till we ascend with Christ and find love whole.

Text: Alan Gaunt (abridged) © Stainer & Bell Ltd. CCLI 11603.

Prayer of Approach Loving and faithful God, we come into your presence 

https://youtu.be/ZoHlunqs7Gk


rejoicing; we come to hear your words of power; we come to
share your all-embracing love.

We come bearing our praises, and offering our confession.

You call us to offer ourselves to you 
in adoration and worship,
but we have held back in selfishness and pride.
You call us to renewal through your Holy Spirit,
but we have grown dull and tired, 
clinging to old comfortable ways.
You call us to declare the saving power of your Son,
but we have muffled your message 
with our doubts and indifference.
You call us to share Christ's ministry of love,
but we have turned aside from those in need.
You call us to witness to Christ's rule over the nations,
but we have not allowed Christ to rule in our lives.

Forgive us, Lord:
and help us to respond anew 
to your call to worship and service.

Here are words we may trust, 
words that merit full acceptance:
Christ died to save sinners.
To all who turn to him, Jesus says: Your sins are forgiven; 
your faith makes it well for you; now come, follow me.

Lord God, may we know the assurance of your presence 
among us as we seek to remember our past and rededicate 
ourselves to your future. Called to be your people, we pray 
in the name of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ
- as we join in the pattern of prayer which he has given 
to us and to all his disciples:

The Lord's Prayer Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

God's Word and Our Faith

Response The highest authority for what we believe and do 
is God's Word in the Bible, 
alive for his people today through the help of the Spirit.
We respond to this Word, whose servants we are
with all God's people through the years.

We accept with thanksgiving to God 



the witness to the catholic faith 
in the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds.
We acknowledge the declarations made in our own tradition 
by Congregationalists, Presbyterians and Churches of Christ 
in which they stated the faith 
and sought to make its implications clear.
Faith alive and active: gift of an eternal source,
renewed for every generation.

Bible Reading Micah 6.6-8

6 ‘With what shall I come before the LORD,
    and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
    and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?

Communion The summons comes to us: Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God our Father, you have made us in your own image.
You have given us life and reason and love for one another,
setting in our hearts a hunger for you.

And so we come, bowing ourselves before you.
Not seeking to hide our faults beneath extravagant offerings
by which to bargain for your blessing;
but remembering instead your covenant and your call.

For you, the creator and ruler of the heavens,
have bound yourself to humanity in love,
granting us your Law to guide us
and your prophets to renew our faith.

In you alone, true justice and true mercy meet;
and you bid us journey with you,
and find in you provision for our needs.

In the fullness of time you came to us
in Jesus Christ, your living Word, full of grace and truth.
He lived among us, 
embodying in works of liberation and words of renewal
your summons to do justice, to love mercy,
to walk in the humbleness of obedience.
For us he suffered and died upon the cross,
by his death, destroying death's power.
You raised him from the dead



and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you sent your Holy Spirit
to enliven and empower your people,
gathered together in every time and place 
to glorify your holy name.

Therefore with all whom the Spirit has gathered, 
and will gather,
we join in the triumphant hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy God, pour out your Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine may be for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord 
- who, on the night in which he was betrayed,
took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and handed it to his disciples, saying
“Take this and eat it. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and handed it to them, 
saying “Drink from it, all of you. 
This is my blood of the covenant, 
poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Thus remembering Jesus, 
let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

And so, Lord, we obey his command 
with this bread and this cup,
by which we recall his death and resurrection,
the source of our life and salvation.
Grant that we, who share in this holy sacrament,
may be united by your Spirit and grow into perfect love - 
love for you, love for one another, love for all people.

Bring us, with your people in every age,
into the fullness of your presence 
and the joy of your kingdom.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father, in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

Break the bread and pour the wine/juice with these words:

Holy things for a holy people.



We are made holy in Jesus Christ, God's Son,
who shows us the Father, and promises us the Spirit.

Let all who are present be served, and consume together. 

Prayer after Communion:
Faithful God,
with these holy gifts you have fed and strengthened us,
reconciling us in Jesus Christ your Son.
Give us ears now to hear him and to heed him,
that we and all your Church may follow faithfully,
and the world may come to know that he is Lord. Amen.

Bible Reading John 21.15-24

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’
He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16 A second time he said to 
him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Tend my sheep.’ 17 He said to him the third time, ‘Simon 
son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said
to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, 
‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when 
you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 
go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt 
around you and take you where you do not wish to 
go.’ 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which 
he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following them; he was the one who had reclined next to 
Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is 
going to betray you?’ 21 When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘If it is 
my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? 
Follow me!’ 23 So the rumour spread in the community that 
this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that 
he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I 
come, what is that to you?’

24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and 
has written them, and we know that his testimony is true.

Reflection (Text to be made available after the service)

Hymn (pre-recorded) God of our journeying, hear us now, we pray you,
Sovereign of heaven, and Father of grace.
You have impelled us by the prompting of your Spirit;
grasping your promise, we come to seek your face.
Here in our gathering you summon us to service,



and so we respond as we pledge ourselves anew!
May we who share today in this rededication
ever be kept, Lord, in faithfulness to you.

What can we bring to you, by which to win your favour?
Fragrance of a sacrifice, a slaughter for our sin?
No! You provide for us, revealing your requirement:
justice, and mercy, and humbleness within.
Here in this sacrament you bring us to your table,
feed us in truth as we share the wine and bread -
body and blood of Christ our precious Saviour,
who suffered for us, who is risen from the dead.

"Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, love as I have loved you,
be prepared to go where you have never yet been led."
Thus Jesus speaks to us, renewing our commission;
turns us from sorrow, to follow him instead.
Here and every moment, Lord, give confidence and courage,
keep us attentive wherever we may roam;
ever to hear the voice that's ever calling onward,
and ever to hope in the joy of coming home.

Text: © Dominic Grant 2020. Music: Vaughan Williams “Whither must I 
wander”. Scripture references: Micah 6:6-8, John 21:15-24.

God's Community and Our Commitment

Response We conduct our life together according to the Basis of Union 
in which we give expression to our faith  
in forms which we believe contain the essential elements 
of the Church's life, both catholic and reformed;
but we affirm our right and readiness, if the need arises, 
to change the Basis of Union 
and to make new statements of faith 
in ever new obedience to the living Christ.
Our crucified and risen Lord, 
who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection.

Held together in the Body of Christ 
through the freedom of the Spirit, 
we rejoice in the diversity of the Spirit's gifts 
and uphold the rights of personal conviction. 
For the sake of faith and fellowship 
it shall be for the church to decide 
where differences of conviction hurt our unity and peace.
We commit ourselves to speak the truth in love
and grow together in the peace of Christ.

Act of Rededication We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have led us 
as a shepherd, guiding your flock. 

We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the future you 
have prepared for us and the mission you share with us until
all things are gathered into one in Christ. 

Until that day may we proclaim the gospel with courage and 



integrity, point to the kingdom with excitement and 
commitment, and let our self-seeking plans die so that 
resurrection may burst forth surprising us with joy. 

Covenant God, in your presence, within the living community
of the gathered saints, in the company of the communion of 
those who journeyed alongside you before us:

We reaffirm our delight in sharing our lives with you. 
You have been our God and we have been your people.
We renew our commitment to serve and follow you. 
You are our God and we are your people. 
We rededicate ourselves 
to care for the world around us in your name. 
You shall be our God and we shall be your people. 

Generous God, your gift to us is life, and sustenance, 
and hope. We bring to you our gifts, and ourselves.
Receive, Lord, and bless:
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others, and glory to your name.

Encourage us in the tasks which are before us, give us your 
consolation in our failures, and never let us become 
complacent. Confirm us in your Holy Spirit that, in our life 
together, we may find peace. Grant us the strength to live in
the world for your reign and hope in the fulfilment of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God's Commission and Our World

Response We believe that Christ gives his Church 
a government distinct from the government of the state. 
In things that affect obedience to God
the Church is not subordinate to the state, 
but must serve the Lord Jesus Christ, 
its only Ruler and Head. 
Civil authorities are called 
to serve God's will of justice and peace for all humankind, 
and to respect the rights of conscience and belief.
While we ourselves are servants in the world
as citizens of God's eternal kingdom.

Prayer of Concern Gracious God, present in all creation, we pray for your world 
and your Church. 

Awaken us to the pain of those in poverty, the distress of 
those in nations burdened by debt, the sick, the sorrowing, 
victims of violence and war. Draw us alongside all who are 
suffering loneliness or uncertainty in these days of 
distancing and isolation. May we rediscover our common 
humanity with all, and learn afresh the art of finding Jesus in
each sister and brother. 

Where your Church is vibrant and growing, give your people 



confidence to share with others the lessons they are 
learning. Where your people have lost their way and fallen 
into decline or complacency, give eyes to see and ears to 
hear your summons to mission. 

In times when we walk together, and in times when our 
paths diverge, give us courage for all that lies ahead. Fill us 
with wisdom to face the world, and childlike trust in the 
power and goodness of your ultimate purposes for all you 
have made. 

These and all our prayers we offer, loving Father,
in the power and unity of the Holy Spirit,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn RS 603 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that Word, the Word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the Word, receive your people's praise.

Lord, for our world, when we disown and doubt you,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without you:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us -
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;
past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Text: © T. Dudley-Smith (altd & abridged). CCLI 11603.

Response We affirm our intention to go on praying and working, 
with all our fellow Christians, 
for the visible unity of the Church in the way Christ chooses, 
so that people and nations may be led to love and serve God
and praise him more and more for ever.
Source, Guide, and Goal of all that is: 
to God be eternal glory.  Amen.

Blessing The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon you now, and among all who are dear to you,
today, and in all the days ahead.

To all God's people, peace; and to God be the glory.  Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Parts of the liturgy in this service are adapted from 
material in “Worship: from the United Reformed Church (part 2, 2004)” and are used by permission. The 
sections marked “Response” together form the “Statement concerning the nature, faith and order of the 
United Reformed Church” (Basis of Union, Schedule D, Version II).
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