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Wimbledon Treasure Hunt

Minister’s Letter
Dear Friends,

The summer months are upon us, and for many folk it's a time for
travelling to far-off places. Whether it's a tranquil beach resort or a
busy programme of tourist excursions, a good holiday can both help
us unwind from previous stress and invigorate us to return refreshed
and ready for the challenges to come.
Sometimes, part of the holiday experience is the leaving-behind of
familiar friends at home and the striking-up of new friendships whilst
away. And this, too, can be important: even if we feel it unlikely that
we'll keep in touch for long with our travel buddies, even if we know
we'll be seeing our old pals again soon, still it's healthy to remember
and put into practice the old saying that "a stranger is a friend you
haven't met yet."
But we do have an important advantage over the travellers of
previous generations - or even of previous centuries. Technology
has progressed to the extent that, if we wish, we can stay in close
contact with our friends no matter how far we've journeyed. Of
course, this may not always be an advantage - and sometimes we
can be our own worst enemies by failing to properly "switch off"
from working commitments - but at its best it can give us a sense of
connection and reassurance.
How different it must have been for the travellers of Biblical times!
Of course, holiday travel itself would have been an alien concept;
but more significantly, when distance separated friends and loved
ones from each other, maintaining meaningful contact must have
been a far more time-consuming and uncertain enterprise.
Hence the Epistles (letters) that make up the second part of our
New Testament. No mere postcards, these! Yet for all their intricate
theological teaching, they serve also as tender and encouraging

messages between friends: "... I long to see you so that I may be
filled with joy" (2 Timothy 1.4); "... I pray that all may go well with
you and that you may be in good health..." (3 John 2).
But despite the distance that was such an obstacle for these earliest
Christians, one truth sustained them: their unity in Jesus Christ;
their membership together of the Church, his Body. And this is a
truth that applies to us today as well! Whether on our travels we
choose to leave the gadgets behind, or to keep visiting the Trinity
website
(trinitywimbledon.org)
and
following
on
Twitter
(@TrinityWimbledn), at a more fundamental level we can know
ourselves still to be connected. Because Jesus' words are for us: "I
am with you always" (Matthew 28.20), "You are my friends" (John
15.14).
P.S. Messy Church at Trinity on Sunday 14 July will be exploring the
theme of Kindness

Every Blessing

Eco Church Award for Trinity
Trinity is now the proud holder of a Bronze Eco Church Award from
Christian environmental charity A Rocha UK. Following several
months' work to assess and extend our care for God's earth, we
received confirmation of our Award at the end of May; the Certificate
was presented by our URC Synod Moderator, Revd Nicola FurleySmith, on Sunday 9 June.
The Award recognises our efforts in five areas of church life:
•

Worship & Teaching - we were able to report on our use of
hymns and prayers on a creation-care theme through the
year, as well as our observation of "Creation-tide" and other
special Sundays

•

Management of Buildings - the decision a few years ago to
switch to a more eco-friendly Gas & Electricity supplier,
together with some energy-saving features of the MRC's
design, helped us qualify

•

Management of Land - whilst our options here were limited
due to the small size of our church garden plots, we were
able to make some improvements e.g. adding bird feeders,
bee and butterfly boxes

•

Community & Global Engagement - here we cited our
Fairtrade Church status, recent Church Walks and Cycle
Rides, etc.

•

Lifestyle - in recent years we have hosted speakers on
Christian ecology and on ethical investment; we're looking to
make available practical lifestyle tips more regularly.

It's particularly significant that our Bronze Eco Church Award was
confirmed just a few days after Mission Council (one of the principal
executive bodies of the United Reformed Church) voted unanimously
in favour of disinvesting from fossil fuels. Both at national level and
here in Wimbledon, the URC is demonstrating its determination to
be more faithful and wise in handling God's good earth.
Now, onwards to Silver!
Revd Dominic Grant

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
New members
On Trinity Sunday 16 June, the Minister confirmed Deon
Nunoo and Abena Sarpong and they were received into
membership of Trinity.
At the same service Kwabena and Yaw Sarpong, who had been
confirmed elsewhere, were also received into membership.

Christmas Tree Festival 2019
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th December
(Note the date in your diary now!)
(Helpers will be required from Sunday
1 December)

FESTIVAL ORGAN CONCERT

to celebrate
Trinity’s new church organ
on Saturday 21 September
starting at 7pm
Please put the date in your diaries
now – more details soon.
There will be a wonderfully varied
programme given by three
outstanding musicians, featured on
the opposite page.
Tell your friends and family.
This is an event not to be missed!

Professor Dr Ian Tracey is a
world-renowned organist and recording
artist and has the current distinction of
being the Organist Titulaire at Liverpool
Anglican Cathedral. We were so fortunate
that he ‘voiced’ Trinity’s new organ. He
will be the principal concert performer,
providing a wide selection of organ
music, as well as explaining the
versatility of our instrument.

Karol Szwech is a highly
talented, and versatile young
Polish musician. He is organist at
St Michael the Archangel church
in Warsaw, where Trinity’s former
pipe organ is to be located. Karol
is
pictured
here
recently
conducting
the
Warsaw
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Andrew Davies needs no introduction to
the Trinity congregation, being much admired
for his skills, not only as an organist but for
his ability to move effortlessly from one
musical style to another. He makes a huge
contribution to our worship and church life as
our organist and choirmaster, and as a
committed Trinity member. Andrew will close
the concert with music to complement the
programme items played by the other two
musicians.

Jazz and Tea or Coffee
Thursday 4 July at 18.30 at
Trinity
£8 entry
Starring young British Talents:

Matt Grant, Rosa Witts and Ollie Prosper
In support of toilettwinning.org

Concert for Faith in Action
On Saturday 8 June, St John’s Spencer Hill hosted the annual
Merton summer concert in aid of Faith in Action’s work for the
homeless in South London. Alongside performers young and old
from Bishop Gilpin and The Study schools through to regular carehome performers Songs on Wheels, Trinity’s Band were there to
raise the roof with some pop classics, including the theme from
Titanic and songs recently popularly relaunched for charity, such as
‘We Built This City’ and ‘Is This the Way to Amarillo?’ The evening
raised just over £1000 in total and included an update on Faith in
Action’s important work provided by Andy Fairborn.
Trinity is always looking for new instrumentalists to join in our
events and anyone aged 7 to 70 is welcome! If you know anyone
who plays an instrument to roughly ABRSM Grade 3 standard or
higher and would enjoy taking part in our forthcoming performances
later this year, please do encourage them to get in touch.

Do you shop online?
Hello everyone,
Did you know you can generate free funds for charity, preferably?
Trinity, whenever you shop online at over 4,300 leading retailers via
Give as you Live?
It's totally free to use and with top offers from retailers like John Le
wis, Amazon and eBay, you could save money and get that feelgood factor by helping a charity you love for free.
I'm using it – so should you!
Our first £5.00 should be crediting our accounts shortly. If you need
any help with this just contact me on 07932 138787.
Chris Jeffery

Christian Aid Week 2019
Altogether with the street collection, donations and Gift Aid we
raised £2477.33 (compared to £2393.27 last year). For the first time
for many years we covered every street in the door to door
collection and it raised £1042.34 (compared to £1015.56 last year).
A big thank you to everyone who knocked on doors and donated this
year!
Margaret and Mike Tulloch

Wednesday Social Group
A good sized group of us met for our June outing to Garsons Farm at
Esher where we had tea and a look round the large garden centre.
The last meeting of the Group, before its summer break, is
traditionally the strawberry tea. We will meet for tea on Wednesday
3rd July at 2.30pm. We will be pleased to see anybody who would
like to join us.

New Malden Methodist Church are holding an Organ Festival on the
6th 13th and 21st July.to celebrate the re-building of their 3 manual
pipe organ.
They have three contrasting concerts by leading exponents of the
instrument who will introduce their programmes and close-ups of
their playing will be projected on a big screen.
Tickets may be obtained on-line from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/organfest19

Happy Birthday in July to
23
26

Joshua Scharinger
Ellie Chau

(7)
(11)

and in August to
1
10
22
23

Cameron Lowe
Mady Lowe
Christine van der Walt
Olivia Ray

(7)
(1)
(8)
(12)

THE FINAL DATE FOR COPY FOR THE SEPTEMBER EDITION OF
TRINITY NEWS TO REACH THE EDITOR IS 10 AUGUST
PLEASE BE PROMPT

Gifts from the Kenneth Young Estate
Church Meeting on 23 May was told of the final gifts to Trinity from
the bequest of the late Kenneth Young. The previous gifts have
been the new front entrance of the Mansel Road Centre, choir
screens and pew cushions in the church.

It is planned to renovate the garden at the back of the Mansel Road
Centre, and the above sketch gives an idea of the plan. A wooden
fence will replace the old chain link fence on the back boundary and
will extend down the bank to meet the shed. The vegetation in the
bank will be completely cleared and sleeper retaining walls installed
half way up the bank and at the foot, along the side of the patio,
retaining the Grimstone memorial seat.
Trees (probably
amelanchier) will be planted at the top of the bank and a membrane
cover installed throughout to reduce weed growth, before further
planting in the lower section.
The aim is to make an attractive but more easily maintained garden
area which will still attract birds, bees and other wildlife.
A separate project, and this may have been completed by the time
you read this, is the professional cleaning by a stone conservator of
the pulpit and font.

From the archives
Through the decades No 6: 1930s

This photograph was taken on 29 June 1935 at ‘Pilgrims‘ in
Gomshall where the Trinity Rambling Club had stopped for tea.
Thirteen ramblers had travelled by train to Clandon and walked via
Shere to their tea venue where they were met by other less active
friends! After tea they climbed Hackhurst Downs arriving back at
Horsley for the train home after an 11 mile walk. The train fare was
2/6d (12.5p) and the tea cost 1/3d (about 7p)!
In the photograph are:
Back Row:
John Bremner, Dick Shave, Stella Penn (Young),
Muriel Bremner, Evelyn Reid, Jean Macnaughton (Anderson), Ivy
Murray, George Young, Betty Paterson (Grimstone), Bernard Love,
Kenneth Young.
Front Row: Miss Coton, Mrs Wilson, Helen Reid, Revd D McRitchie,
Alistair Reid, Mrs G Young (Amy), Elsie Love.

