We thank you for the gifts of creation,
which you have called us to steward and to share.
We thank you for the sacred stories of our faith
and for those in whose love and care
we have been raised.
Lord Jesus Christ, we worship you.
You are our Saviour and our Friend:
you lived and died for us, and live again in power.
Even in our dispersal we declare our unity in your name;
so you are here, and your word to us is Peace.
We thank you for your call to us,
a summons to faith and service.
We thank you for the forgiveness and health
you declare to us
and to all who put their trust in you.
Holy Spirit, we worship you.
You are our strengthener and our guide:
you give us the words to speak
and lead us into all truth.
By you we are drawn into the future
that has been prepared for us from the beginning.
We thank you for your power at work in us
and your activity in the world around us.
We thank you for the gifts you nurture
and the witness you call forth
in lives of joyful obedience.
Sovereign God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit hear us as we each name before you now
the particular blessings for which we give you thanks today...
Lord our God, Lord of all,
we bring you our thanksgiving and our worship,
seeking the coming of your kingdom
in our world and in our lives,
as we join in the pattern of prayer which Jesus gave his friends...

The Lord's Prayer
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive
those who sin against us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Listening for God's Word
Bible Reading: Matthew 16.21-28
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23 But he
turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they
give in return for their life?
27 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.’

[In the video of the service a Theme Introduction will be included here,
followed by an introduction to this week's Junior Church activities]

Hymn
Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet, and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee.
Take my will, and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;

take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure-store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.
Frances Ridley Havergal (abridged). Public domain text.

Bible Reading: Psalm 26.1-8
1 Vindicate me, O Lord,
for I have walked in my integrity,
and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;
test my heart and mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in faithfulness to you.
4 I do not sit with the worthless,
nor do I consort with hypocrites;
5 I hate the company of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.
6 I wash my hands in innocence,
and go around your altar, O Lord,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
8 O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell,
and the place where your glory abides.

Reflection
Today's Gospel reading (our first Bible reading today) follows on directly from last
week's in which Simon Peter declares “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God!”. And last Sunday one of the strands we explored was the theme of God's
revelation – things that we believe or know not because we've worked them out
ourselves, not because of peer pressure from our friends, but because they're truths
which God has planted in us.
That theme of revelation is picked up right at the start of today's Gospel reading as
we're told: Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem... [and
suffer, and be killed, and on the third day be raised]. Matthew's choice of words here
– show, must – would have made his original readers really sit up and pay attention,
because they'd have recognised this from their scriptures as a particular style of
language having to do with the disclosing of God's secrets for what is to come.
It's one of those moments where cards that have been kept close to the chest, are
now laid out on the table for all to see. Jesus is going to Jerusalem – for that is where
he must play his hand. But for the disciples, the message is not as expected...
K♥ For they have acknowledged that this is God's Messiah, their anointed King,
K♣Q♣ K♦Q♦ K♠Q♠ before whom the rulers of all the nations must bow,

♥♥♥♥ the desire of nations,

♦♦♦♦ to whom it was prophesied that all the world's riches must come in tribute.
6♠ 7♥ 6♣ 7♠ 6♦ 7♣ And yet what he tells his friends now puts them at sixes and
sevens. He tells them that he is to be met not with worldly glory, but with shame.

J♠ To be condemned as a knave - and done away with.
Surely not, says Peter. For how can this be the way of the Messiah? Surely if Jesus is
the Righteous One spoken of in the Scriptures of old, then in his purity God will
protect him. Indeed, as it is written in Psalm 26 (from which we heard in our second
Bible reading just now): Vindicate me, O LORD, [for] I have walked in my integrity... I
walk in faithfulness [LORD] to you... I do not sit with the worthless, nor do I consort
with hypocrites; I hate the company of evildoers, and will not sit with the wicked.
And will not God fulfil this Psalm in Jesus? Will not God bring Jesus to triumph, in the
sight of everyone, over all unrighteousness?
But in his hasty indignation, Peter has missed a key movement in this Psalm – a
movement away from the blithe self-righteousness of the opening verses, towards the
recognition from verse 6 onwards that it is the LORD God alone to whom belongs
praise and thanksgiving for God's righteousness and God's deeds. Salvation belongs
to the LORD; it is not won by any human claim to purity.
Yes, Peter has missed this; and what's more, in his shock, he has latched on to only
part of what Jesus has made plain. He's so focused on the outrage of the hand that
Jesus says is to be dealt him – that he has entirely missed the last and greatest part
of it.
A♥ For Jesus has said: that on the third day, he must be raised. Just as he has
taught, again and again: look for the lowest and the least, and there you'll find the
greatest.
Except this time, he's not just teaching about discovering God's kingdom like hidden
treasure; this time he's speaking about his own self, his own path... and the path of
all who want to follow him. Cards on the table, he's saying: this is the way of selfdenial, and taking up your cross each day. Is this the way you choose?
For if it is – then that means setting aside all thoughts of human favour or worldly
security as signs of success. That means far from seeking a place of honour, our eyes
must be fixed on the lowliest and the least – with a readiness to stand with them, not
above but alongside, even if that should bring us to a place of dishonour or
opposition.
For those who want to save their [own] life will lose it, says Jesus, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it.
And so this road of discipleship is no swift winner-takes-all scenario. This is the long
game, and it may seem for a time to cost us dearly – but the one who calls, is
faithful.
This is the way upon which Jesus himself walks. So will we follow suit?

Responding to God's grace
Praying for Needs & Concerns (led by Sam Elliot)
Loving God

Strengthen us with your love that bears all things,
Even the weight of this global pandemic.
As we wait and respond,
Keep our eyes fixed on you.
We pray for our neighbours, near or far,
that all will find a caring heart in these difficult times.
We pray for the homeless,
for prisoners,
for those facing financial difficulty,
unemployment,
or worry about the future.
We pray for places and situations where the virus brings extra burden,
Where illness and economic ruin compound existing crises,
Where grief and anxiety faced by refugees and displaced people remains,
Where welcome and hope is in short supply,
Where the pandemic is faced alongside natural disaster,
Or where it is the backdrop to political turmoil and the fight against injustice.
We pray for those who are sick,
for those who care for them,
and for those in positions of authority and leadership,
faced with complex and difficult choices.
We pray for those returning
- to work, to school, to church.
For all those working hard to make premises and practices safe and welcoming.
For those who will help provide care, nurture and learning at this time.
We pray for our church,
For all our members and friends,
For Elders, leaders, volunteers and staff,
For our Minister, and his family, at a time of transition,
And for everyone at Trinity in their walk with Jesus in their daily lives.
Finally we take a moment to pray individually,
For the people and situations known to us and dear to us,
That your love will shine with us and through us,
On those who need it most.
All these things we ask in your name and in the name of Jesus Christ.
AMEN.
Offertory
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity's
ongoing work and witness. You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be
brought in person when circumstances allow. Then say the prayer below (if you
already participate in Trinity's Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then
simply recite the prayer – no need for a jar!).
Generous God, your gift to me
is life, and sustenance, and hope.
I bring to you my gift, and myself.
Receive, Lord, and bless:

so that both gift and giver
may bring blessing to others,
and glory to your name. Amen.

Hymn
O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou for ever near me,
my Master and my Friend;
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.
O let me feel thee near me;
the world is ever near,
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
and shield my soul from sin.
O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
O speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
thou guardian of my soul.
O Jesus, thou hast promised,
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
O give me grace to follow,
my Saviour and my Friend.
JE Bode (altd). Public domain text.

Closing Prayer and Blessing (drawn from Romans 12.11-12)
Don't fall behind in faithfulness;
be courageous in spirit;
serve the Lord.
In hope, rejoice;
in suffering, be patient;
in all things, pray.
So may the blessing of God Almighty,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us,
whether near or far,
today and always. Amen.

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

