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Gathering in God’s presence 
 
Call to worship  
 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
 Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 
 Proclaim his salvation day after day. 
Declare his glory among the nations,  
 His marvellous deeds among all peoples. 
 
 
Hymn – Praise my soul, the King of heaven 
 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
praise the everlasting King! 
 
Praise him for his grace and favour 
to his people in distress; 
praise him still the same forever,  
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
glorious in his faithfulness! 
 
Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
widely as his mercy flows! 
  



 

 

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, 
blows the wind and it is gone, 
but while mortals rise and perish 
God endures unchanging on. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
praise the high Eternal One! 
 
Angels help us to adore him, 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space: 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
praise with us the God of grace! 
 

H.F. Lyte (1793-1847) altd. Based on Psalm 103 
 
 
Prayer of approach 
 
Lord God, we come to adore you.  You are the ground of all that is. 
You hold us in being, and without you we could not be. 
Before we were born, before time began,  
 before the universe came into being, you were. 
When time is finished, when the universe is no more, you will still be. 
Nothing can take your power from you. 
In your presence we fall silent, for no words of ours  
 can do justice to the mystery of your being 
 
A silence 
 
Yet you have spoken to us.   
Out of universal silence, your living word has sprung. 
You have spoken, and given form and beauty to the world. 
You have spoken, and given purpose to human life. 
You have spoken, and declared the forgiveness of our sin. 
You have spoken, and freed us from the fear of death. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, divine word, speak to us now.  
If it be your will, bring an end to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Show us the beauty of life; unite us to the eternal purpose;  
remove our guilt; conquer the fear of death in our hearts. 
Speak and let us hear for your name’s sake.   
Amen.  
 
Prayer of confession 
 
Lord God most merciful, we confess that we have sinned, 
through our own fault and in common with others, 
in thought, word and deed, and through what we have left undone. 
  
We ask to be forgiven. 
By the power of your Spirit turn us from evil to good, 
help us to forgive others and keep us in your ways 
of righteousness and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



 

 

We say together the words of the prayer which Jesus taught us: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Listening to God’s Word 
 
Bible Reading - Psalm 123: 1-4 
 
1 To you I lift up my eyes, 

O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
2 As the eyes of servants 

look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid 
to the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 
until he has mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, 
for we have had more than enough of contempt. 

4 Our soul has had more than its fill 
of the scorn of those who are at ease, 
of the contempt of the proud. 

 
 
Bible Reading - Matthew 25: 14-30 
 
14 For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability.  Then he went away.  16 The one who had received the five talents went off 
at once, and traded with them, and made five more talents.  17 In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents.  18 But the one who had received the one 
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  19 After a long 
time, the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  20 Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying “Master, 
you handed over to me five talents; see I have made five more talents.”   21 His master 
said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And 



 

 

the one with the two talents also came forward, saying “Master, you handed over to me 
two talents; see I have made two more talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 
 
24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying “Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man ,reaping where did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here 
you have what is yours.”  26 But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?   27 Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to 
the one with the ten talents.  
  
29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  30 As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” 
 
 
Sermon 
 
Making the most of things:  The parable of the three servants 
 
Introduction 
 
The parable of the three slaves (or servants) is a good parable to hear in the current 
circumstances.  Because it is about making the most of what we have - making the most 
of what God has given us.  In lockdown, we all have to make the most of the talents and 
resources that we have.  There will be a lot of baking going on in November; and gardens 
being dug over.  Not by me, admittedly; but many people will be doing these things. 
 
In fact, this parable is very timely, because in it Jesus tells us to make the most of the 
situation and circumstances we find ourselves in. 
 
Let's have a look at it together now 
 
 
1.  God makes us different 
 
What is the first thing we notice about the parable?  Possibly, that the slaves were given 
different amounts.  Each was given an amount to suit their ability.  It was not demanded 
that they should do what they could not do.  Jesus never suggests that all people are equal 
in ability.  We have all been given different gifts.   
 
It is up to us to make the best use of the skills we have.  There is no point in life envying 
the skills that other people have.  We must make the best of our own abilities.  Everyone 
has something they are good at. 
 
A long time ago, when I was at school, my friend and I edited the school magazine.  We 
used to work on the magazine when, according to the timetable, we should have been 
doing sport – football, cricket and so on.  Now I don’t think any of the teachers ever agreed 
to that; but it wasn’t a secret; and nobody ever tried to stop us!  It was generally agreed 
by everyone, from the Headmaster downwards, that we made more of a contribution to 



 

 

the life of the school by editing the magazine than we would have done on the sports field!  
In other words, we were making the most of our talents.  
 
God makes us different.  We have different abilities, suited for different tasks.  You might 
like to reflect during lockdown on the skills and gifts that you have.  How can they be used 
to serve God – in the church and in other ways?  That is particularly important during the 
ministerial vacancy as, inevitably, more will have to be done to keep church life going 
during this time.  And not just by the Elders – each one of us will have something to 
contribute.  
 
So that’s the first point.  We all have different gifts and we must make the most of them. 
 
 
2.  God provides  
 
The second point in the parable is this:  God has provided. 
 
Everything we need in life has been provided by God.  And everything we need to use our 
gifts has been provided by God. 
 
In the parable, the master of the servants represents God.  We saw from our Old 
Testament reading in Psalm 123 how the relationship between God and his people is like 
that between a servant and his or her master or mistress.  
 
In the parable of the servants, two groups of people are represented.  The first two stand 
for the sort of people we should be.  Those who make the most of what God has given.  
The third servant represents those who do not use the gifts they are given. 
 
But, for all three, everything they had received came from their master. 
In the same way, everything we have received comes from God. 
 
In verse 15 we read: 
 
“To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability.” 
 
In the first letter of Peter, we are told how a Christian community should be organized: 
 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you has received.” (1 Peter 4: 10) 
 
The Greek word translated here as ‘steward’ describes a servant who has the 
administrative responsibility for household affairs.  On the one hand, the steward is 
accountable to his master.  He administers the goods and affairs of another.  All that he 
has, he has received.  On the other hand, he is an administrator, put in charge of his 
master's affairs and exercising authority in his master's name. 
 
That is our role, as Christians.  We are here to manage the gifts that God has given us.  It 
is God who has given them.  Our responsibility is to manage their use wisely. 
 
That is what the master of the servants in the parable of the talents wanted them to do.  
That is what God wants us to do as well. 
 
  



 

 

3.  God relies on us 
 
And so, to the third point in the parable, which is this:  God relies on us.  We may think 
that that way lies madness; but he is God, after all!  God is relying on us to do his work 
in this world.  Let's face it; it was all down to the servants wasn't it?  The master called 
them together; and put them in charge. He gave them the resources (the talents); and 
then he left them to get on with it.  No instructions.  No guidance.  No number to call, if 
things got difficult.   
 
Well, our relationship with God isn't precisely like that.  On the other hand, he has given 
us a great deal of freedom as to how to organise matters in this world.  So, the parable is 
reasonably true to life. 
 
And, as we know, when we try to do God's work and obey his will, we can come up against 
a lot of problems.  Doing God's work in the world can let you in for a lot of hassle.  Probably, 
the unworthy servant - the one who was condemned - felt that it was not worth trying.  
After all, he had only one talent.  Perhaps it did not seem worthwhile trying to use it.  Is 
that how we feel at times? 
 
Yes, there will be problems.  Life is difficult.  Anyone who has tried their hand at any job 
in the church knows all about the difficulties.  But we must not dwell on those; because 
the message of the parable is clear.  God wants us to get on with it.  He has given us the 
resources; the talents that each one of us has.  He has put us in charge of them.  Perhaps 
like Sergeant Wilson in ‘Dad’s Army’ we don’t think that’s wise.  Maybe it isn’t; but that's 
the way it is.  God is God after all: let’s not forget that. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
And so we come to the end of the parable of the servants. What message does it end 
with?  Simply this: what we do not use, in the end we shall lose: 
 
“For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” 
 (Matt 25: 29) 
 
It is often true that something that is not used can, eventually, become unusable.  In the 
earlier lockdown, it was necessary for certain people to enter buildings that were otherwise 
closed in order to keep things like lifts, air conditioning equipment and water services 
operational.  Many people had to use their car for occasional short journeys, so that the 
battery didn’t become flat through lack of use. 
 
In the same way, if each of us honestly examines our life, we will see that God has given 
us a talent or gift. (Probably more than one for most people.)  That presents us with a 
choice.   
 
We can hide that talent away, in which case it will eventually decay and become unusable.  
Or we can develop it and use it in the service of God; his church; and other people.  That 
is the choice that leads to happiness; fulfilment; and ultimately, true life indeed! 
Amen 
 
 
  



 

 

Responding to God’s grace 
 
Hymn – Teach me, my God and King 
 
Teach me, my God and King, 
in all things thee to see, 
and what I do in anything 
to do it as for thee. 
 
A man that looks on glass 
on it may stay his eye; 
or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
and then the heaven espy.  
 
All may of thee partake:  
nothing can be so mean, 
which, with this tincture, ‘For thy sake’, 
will not grow bright and clean. 
 
A servant with this clause 
makes drudgery divine: 
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
makes that and the action fine. 
 
This is the famous stone 
that turneth all to gold: 
for that which God doth touch and own 
cannot for less be told. 
 

George Herbert (1593-1633) altd. 
 
 
Prayers of Concern  
 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, in this time of uncertainty, sustain and support the anxious and 
fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; may your peace free them from all worry 
and distress. 
 
For the isolated and housebound, alert those who are able to support them to their 
needs, and surround them with your presence and your comfort. 
 
For those experiencing domestic abuse, be their refuge, and give them the strength to 
seek help and find safety.  
 
For the million plus people who have already lost their lives to this virus around the 
world, we pray for their grieving loved ones. Be their comforter and their strength to 
carry on. 
 
For those who have lost their jobs or business, or are in fear of losing them, and 
wondering how they are going to pay their bills, we pray that they may receive the help 
they need. 
 



 

 

For those in places of confinement, such as in prisons and refugee camps, we pray that 
you will protect them and keep them safe.   
 
Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are sick in body or in mind;  
Comfort and heal them and restore them to soundness.   
 
Gracious Father, we thank you for the real hope of a vaccine for COVID-19. May a 
cure for this disease become a reality soon, and may any such medication be made 
available to all people around the world.  
 
Continue to grant skill, sympathy and resilience to those who are caring for the sick; 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure, and also for those responsible for public 
health and social order, and have the tricky job of balancing the saving of lives against 
the saving of livelihoods.  
 
Remember all our key workers, like social workers who strive to protect the vulnerable; 
care workers, providing contact and support to those who have no other help; teachers, 
fretting about their students; farmers, delivery and shop workers, who keep the nation 
provisioned; cleaners, who fight the spread of infection; and all workers whose efforts 
keep the country going.  
 
Let your joy be their strength, as they fulfil their vocations, sometimes even at risk to 
themselves.    
 
Loving Father, we bring our young people before you. Fill them with hope even in the 
face of the challenges they see around them. May they find the right sources of support 
that will help them to grow and flourish, and find peace and tranquillity during these 
strange times.   
 
Mighty God, for those who are shaping national policies around the world at this time, 
we beseech you for wisdom to make wise, compassionate decisions. In their 
communication and conduct may your still small voice be heard.  
 
Here in the UK, we pray for government officials at local and national levels, that they will 
be guided by the Holy Spirit in managing the pandemic. Grant us all patience during this 
second lockdown, not to act in ways that contribute to the spread of the virus.  
 
We ask for wisdom for the government to navigate the Brexit negotiations so that final 
agreements may be of benefit to all the parties involved.   
 
Peaceful God, in our divided world, war and conflict seem to never cease, creating 
endless suffering and desperation for many. We pray for all those reaping these bitter 
fruits of conflict, as in this latest one over Nagorno-Karabakh, between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. May their leaders be convicted to be willing to lay down their arms and resort 
to peaceful dialogue.   
 
We pray for peaceful transitions of governments in so many countries around the world 
where there have been violent pre and post-election protests and troubles this year: the 
US is in the good company of Belarus, Peru, Tanzania, Chile, Ivory Coast, Bolivia, Burundi, 
Guinea, Mali, Kyrgyzstan, and Georgia, to name a few. We pray that innocent lives will not 
be lost in these power struggles, but that constructive ways will be found to settle 
disagreements.  
 
Mighty Father, only you can instil in our shaken souls the belief and hope that peace is 
possible through the power of your love.  Let your perfect love that knows no bounds cast 
out the fear and selfishness that sustains division and hatred.  



 

 

For what does the Lord require of us: the Lord has told us what is good. What he 
requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble 
fellowship with our God (Micah 6:8). 
 
Everlasting Father, here at Trinity we thank you for the service of Dominic, Miriam 
and Matthew, and ask that they feel your powerful presence as they embark on this 
next chapter.  
 
We trust you to guide us through this period of ministerial vacancy, at such a time as 
this. Touch every heart here, so that we all pull together to support one another, and 
the work of the church. Let us be ready and willing to help others in whatever way we 
can.  
 
We lift up to you all the needs that would have been posted on our prayer boards. We 
trust you to reach out and touch each individual and meet their needs according to your 
love and power.   
 
May we be strengthened in the conviction that nothing can separate us from your love:  
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
coronavirus, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 
(Romans 8:38-39). 
 
In the loving and mighty name of Jesus we pray with thanksgiving. 
Amen.   
 
 
Offertory 
 
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity’s ongoing 
work and witness.  You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be brought in person 
when circumstances allow.  Then say the prayer below (if you already participate in 
Trinity’s Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then simply recite the prayer – 
no need for a jar!) 
 
Almighty and most merciful God, 
out of the fullness of your gifts 
we bring before you our gifts and ourselves. 
Receive, Lord, and bless: 
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others 
and glory to your name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
Hymn – Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name – the Lord, the Mighty One.   



 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and for evermore! 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-  ), based on Luke 1:46-55 in the New English Bible 
 
 
Blessing 
 
Let us go now, 
strengthened by grace, held in love, and nurtured through fellowship, 
to do God’s will and to be God’s people. 
 
And may the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be upon us, and among all who are dear to us, whether near or far, 
today and always.   
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


