
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon  

Sunday 8 November 2020 – Remembrance Sunday 
 

Order of Service for Worship At Home 
led by Sandy McLeish (Elder at Trinity) 
 
 
 
Gathering in God’s presence 
 
God is our refuge and strength; 
a very present help in trouble.08 
 
 
Choir anthem 
“Only Remembered” from the National Theatre’s “War Horse”  

- arr. Sean Mayes 
 
 
Call to worship  
 
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew 
their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary 
they shall walk and not faint. 
 
 
Hymn – Thou whose almighty word   (Tune:  Moscow) 
 
Thou whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight, 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray,  
let there be light. 
 
Thou who didst come to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind: 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
 
 



 

 

Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, 
speed forth thy flight; 
move o’er the waters’ face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 
 
Holy and blessed Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide, 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the world, far and wide, 
let there be light. 

 
John Marriott (1780-1825) 

 
 
The Last Post, Two Minute Silence & Reveille 
 
 
Prayer of approach and confession  
 
Gather us into your presence, God of peace.  We trust that your vision for the world - the 
great creation of your imagination - is still there, behind all the challenges of our lives.  
 
We come today remembering that even in the darkest of days, your flame of hope and 
new life flickers, drawing us on to find the good.  
 
We come today to give thanks for your goodness and grace.  We are blessed with the 
Gospel, with the salvation won for us by your Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
We are blessed with the ability to give love, and the joy of receiving it.  Beyond all, we are 
blessed by your challenging, healing, accepting, forgiving love. 
 
And we are blessed yet again, when we can confess our failings and our fallings, and when 
we hear your words ‘Arise sinner, and sin no more’.  You see us as we are, forgiving Lord.  
Help us develop purer hearts and minds.  May the mind of Christ dwell in us.  
 
These prayers we bring you, in and through the name of that same Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour.  
Amen 
 
 
 
We say together the words of the prayer which Jesus taught us: 
 
  



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 
 
Listening to God’s Word 
 
Bible Reading:  Micah 4: 38-48 
 
Peace and Security through Obedience 
 
4 In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 
2     and many nations shall come and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
    and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war anymore; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 
5 For all the peoples walk, 
    each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 
    for ever and ever. 
 
 



 

 

Hymn – Make me a channel of your peace  
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 
and where there's doubt, true faith in You: 
 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, let me bring your light; 
and where there's sadness, bring your joy. 
 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 
Make me a channel of your peace; 
for when we give we will ourselves receive. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
and in dying that we gain eternal life. 
 
  From a prayer sometimes attr. to St Francis (1182-1226) 

Arr. (1928-1997) 
 
 
 
Bible Reading:  Matthew 5: 38-48 
 
Concerning Retaliation 
 
38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  39 But I 
say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
the other also;  40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as 
well;  41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.   Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
 
Love for Enemies 
 
43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.”  44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you,  45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.  46 For 
if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors 
do the same?  47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 
  



 

 

Reflection 
 
Remembrance Sunday draws human beings together in a unique way.  Young and old have 
gathered together again across our nation even if, in 2020, that mostly has to be done 
virtually.  Some have memories of wars of the past, others are affected perhaps by recent 
or current conflicts.  Nevertheless, we can reflect and remember together, allowing some 
aspect of the reality of war to touch us.  Whatever our memories or knowledge of conflicts, 
in the silence of Remembrance Sunday we can, quietly, in our hearts and minds, do justice 
to the cost of war... its sacrifice, and its shame. 
 
Sadly, war and conflict are not confined to the history books.  The media tell us daily of 
continuing, revived and new acts of war and violence across the globe…. in places like 
Afghanistan, Syria, South Sudan, and the Yemen. 
 
We can only imagine the dilemmas faced by leaders in times of war.  In August of this 
year, the 75th anniversary of VJ day was commemorated - the final end of the Second 
World War, with the defeat of Japan after the truly terrible atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.  Reflecting on the weighty responsibility of using these dreadful weapons, 
the British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, said:  
 

“This revelation of the secrets of nature, long mercifully withheld from man, should 
arouse the most solemn reflections in the mind and the conscience of every human 
being capable of comprehension.  We must indeed pray that these awful agencies will 
be made to conduce to peace among the nations, and that instead of wreaking 
measureless havoc upon the entire globe, they may become a perpetual fountain of 
world prosperity.” 

 
Can the words of war really be beaten into ploughshares?  The Prophet Micah 
thought so, but it is  up to us to show that it is possible.  
 
I heard on the radio recently, someone being asked why they pray for the troubles in the 
Middle East, since they are historically unsolvable.  The reply was, “Yes, that is why I 
pray”. The answer is in our Gospel reading today.  The answer we find there is love, even 
for our enemies, and to pray for them.  It is easy to love someone we like, or with whom 
we share beliefs and interests…… but to love our enemies?  Well, that is difficult for most 
of us, and certainly I find it so.  It is possible only if the love and forgiveness of God is 
working through us.  Loving our enemies can push us out of any comfort zone, and 
challenges us to the core.  But that is how God works.  Jesus instructs his disciples to ask 
God to bless those who hurt them, to do good deeds even to those who cause them harm 
or upset. 
 
You may have heard of a Dutch watchmaker called Corrie Ten Boom.  During the 1940s, 
her family hid Jews in their small shop in German-occupied Amsterdam.  She and her 
family ended up in a cruel concentration camp for political dissidents, and she lost her 
father and her sister in that terrible ordeal.  After the war, inspired especially by her sister’s 
unwavering faith, she travelled, preaching, telling her story. In America, she was 
introduced to a man she recognised as one of the concentration camp guards.  He had 
become a Christian, and he offered her his hand.  Corrie immediately prayed…. she 
couldn’t forgive him.  But, without warning, her arm flew out…. and met his.  That is the 
power of Christ’s love and forgiveness, and in that power is where the healing lies. 
 
It is hard to understand the evil of war, to understand the destruction, the deaths, the 
injuries, and the remaining physical and mental scars.  The cost of war is great indeed.  
We must never forget the sacrifices of so many in the two World Wars:  combatants from 
many countries and all the continents …. as well as prisoners of war, refugees and millions 



 

 

of other civilians.  We should remember also the pain and suffering that were - and remain 
- all too evident in later and contemporary conflicts. 
 
In our acts of remembrance, we need to hand over to the power of Christ’s love.  That is 
where the healing is held.  The gospel message is the healing power and forgiveness in 
God’s love, of the coming of the Kingdom of God, for the long, hoped for future of justice, 
peace, mercy and truth.  
 
We must remember the past, pray for the present, and hope for the future. 
 
We will remember them.  
 
 
Responding to God’s grace 
 
Prayers of Concern (written by Chris Channer) 
 
In memory of our Uncle Kent, who died in the mud and blood of Passchendaele, just a few 
months before the end of World War One. 
 
Almighty and loving Father 
 
At this special time of remembrance, our thoughts go out in pride and great gratitude for 
all those who have given their lives in many conflicts, that we may live in freedom today. 
 
Their memory challenges us to live in such a way that their sacrifice was not in vain.  As 
families here today many of us will be remembering relatives and friends who are special 
to us, with poppies, photographs, memories or stories. 
 
We're at war again today, with a different kind of global enemy, but an enemy that 
demands sacrifices of us all.  Father, please help us overcome our self-centred natures for 
the sake of others, however hard it is. 
 
We pray for our government, that they will be united above politics, and come together 
with their best thinking to tackle the virus.  We pray especially for the ministers who have 
to take the difficult decisions about lockdown, affecting the economy, education and the 
wellbeing of all of us in the whole country.  It is so much easier to criticise them than to 
pray for them. 
 
We think of all the young people too, uncertain about school, university, jobs and their 
careers and their futures, and they are often blamed today about trying to enjoy life now.  
 
We pray for the families facing money problems, because of work closures and job losses. 
We need each other's friendship and understanding at this time, and we thank you for 
your love and care for each one of us as we turn to you with our difficulties. 
 
We pray for all the countries that do not have all the medical facilities that we have here. 
They struggle with the pandemic, and now all the victims of the terrible earthquake in 
Turkey - they are all your children, Father, and precious to you.  Give them strength and 
courage to care for each other.  Let us carry them in our hearts as well. 
 
Bless all our church family here at Trinity, those who may be finding life difficult, who have 
health problems, or have loved ones who they are not able to visit.  We can come now to 
you, and ask all these prayers in the name of your son Jesus Christ, our saviour and our 
friend, Amen. 
 



 

 

Offertory 
 
This is an opportunity to set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity’s ongoing 
work and witness.  You might like to put it in a jar for now, ready to be brought in person 
when circumstances allow.  Then say the prayer below (if you already participate in 
Trinity’s Planned Giving scheme via direct bank transfer, then simply recite the prayer – 
no need for a jar!) 
 
Generous God, your gift to me 
is life, and sustenance, and hope.  
I bring to you my gift, and myself.  
Receive, Lord, and bless: 
so that both gift and giver 
may bring blessing to others, 
and glory to your name. Amen.  
 
 
 
Hymn – All my hope on God is founded   (Tune: Michael) 
 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
 God unknown,  
 he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
 
Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray our trust; 
what with care and toil is builded, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
 But God's power, 
 hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
 
God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought; 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
 Evermore  
 from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
 
Daily doth the almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
 Love doth stand 
 at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 
 
 



 

 

Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, his Son. 
 Christ doth call 
 one and all; 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
Robert Bridges (1844-1930) altd. 
Based on Joachim Neander (1650-80 

 
 
Closing Prayer & Blessing 
 
Let us go from this place  
with minds that never forget,  
with hearts that grow in hope,  
with lives that shine Christ’s light.  
Let us go to serve, to reconcile,  
to bring peace. 
 
And may the blessing of God,  
Creator, Peacemaker, Peacebringer,  
be with us and those we love,  
this day and always  
Amen 
 
 
National Anthem 
 
God save our gracious Queen, 
long live our noble Queen, 
God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
happy and glorious, 
long to reign over us; 
God save the Queen! 
 

Anon., c.1745 altd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


