
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon  

Sunday 6 December 2020  
Worship At Home 

Second Sunday in Advent  
Order of Service for Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
 
led by the Revd David Marshall-Jones  
(Retired URC minister, former Interim Minister of Trinity) 

Our online service is made up of our own recordings and others in a 
Youtube playlist. 

We are very grateful to David for recording the service over Zoom this 
week. The video and sound are therefore a little variable. We recommend 
you follow the service using this Order of Service. 

Videos should play automatically one after the other, but if you get out of 
sync you can find the links in the transcript below. 

Click here to begin the service. 

 
Gathering in God’s presence 
 
Call to worship  
 
On Jordan’s bank stands the prophet John. 
John hears God’s Word spoken loud and clear. 
The prophet listens carefully to the Word and acts. 
John’s clear message brings people together to face realities. 
The prophet recognizes the supreme worth of Jesus Christ. 
And we, the followers of Jesus, offer worship and prayer and service,  
in the name of God’s Anointed One.  
 
 
Prayer of approach  
 
Peace is your gracious gift, O God. 
We give thanks for the Advent promise of peace, revealed in the coming of Jesus Christ. 
Peace is your cherished gift, O God. 
We give thanks for the opportunity to receive peace and to share peace in this faith 
community. 
Hope is your challenging gift, O God. 
We give thanks for the ways in which we can share peace, in this nation and in this 
neighborhood. 
Hope is your eternal gift, O God.  
We rejoice that, in Jesus, we have the hope of peace, which encompasses heaven and 
earth, time and eternity. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

 

Hymn – On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
come then and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed be every Christian breast; 
and furnished for so great a guest! 
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace our souls must fade, 
and wither like a flower decayed. 
 
Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 
and make us rise, to fall no more; 
once more upon thy people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom, with the Father, we adore, 
and Spirit blest, for evermore. 
 

Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 
Tr. John Chandler (1806-66) altd. 

 
 
Prayer of confession 
 
Lord, sometimes we block your way of love. 
When we are selfish and thoughtless; 
when we hurt others by what we say and do; 
When we are timid and fearful; 
when we shrink from the challenge of following you; forgive us. 
When we are divided from one another; 
when we are so sure that we are right 
that we stop listening to those who think differently; forgive us. 
Clear a path: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Lord, we come to you as we are. 
Forgive the things in us which resist your love. 
Help us to be your people, preparing your way. 
Amen 
 
 
Listening to God’s Word 
 
Bible Reading:  Isaiah 40: 1-11   God’s People are Comforted 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
'In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 



 

 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together. 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.' 
A voice says, 'Cry out!' 
And I said, 'What shall I cry?' 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
'Here is your God!'  See, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
 
Bible Reading:  Mark 1: 1-8   The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight"', 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 'The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 
 
 
Reflection 
 
Mark 1: 1-8     The Advent Hope 
 
There's a story told about an elderly woman who was at home when the air-raid sirens 
went during the Second World War.  The fire warden came looking for her when she failed 
to appear in the cellar, and found her urgently searching for something.  'I'm looking for 
my false teeth,' she said.  'For pity's sake’, the warden replied, 'it's bombs that are falling, 
not pies!'  That woman had got her priorities wrong.  Getting our priorities right is one of 
the subjects, of today's Gospel:  It's the earliest and shortest of the four.  It doesn't begin 
with the Christmas story (as do Matthew and Luke) or with a lofty prologue (as does John). 
It starts straight off:  'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.' 
 
Rowan Williams in his book Meeting God in Mark points out, the opening verse tells us that 
this is going to be a book about regime change.  This is why, in Mark's Gospel, the only 
person to recognize the whole truth about Jesus Christ as 'the Son of God (which is how 
Jesus is described in Mark's opening verse) is not a disciple but a Roman centurion, who 
says as Christ dies, 'Truly this man was God's Son!'  So Mark is saying: if a hardened 
Roman NCO can see that Jesus is greater than his boss, the Emperor, so can you and I. 
This is a new regime, with a new kind of ruler.  But what does that mean in practice?  What 



 

 

should be our priorities?  Today's reading suggests three things: seeking forgiveness; 
leaving home; and looking forward. 
 
In today's Gospel the new regime is introduced by John the Baptist.  He is fearless, 
denouncing evil wherever he finds it.  He does not care whom he offends.  Barbara Brown 
Taylor called John the Baptist the 'Doberman preacher of the Gospel'.  He sinks his teeth 
into us, shakes our souls around, and will not let us go.  He was not someone you can 
imagine wanting to follow unless you were desperate, but they were.  Mark tells us 'People 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him 
and were baptised by him in the River Jordan confessing their sins'. 
 
The message to them and us is clear.  If we are to be ready to greet this Messiah when 
he comes, at Christmas we have to be willing to be changed.  That's not easy.  We are 
invited to ask ourselves: what do we need to repent of?  What bad things or grudges have 
we failed to address, or acknowledge and let go of?  And what about forgiving someone? 
Forgiveness is one of the very few, possibly the only power in life capable of bringing about 
real change, because it breaks the chain of tit-for-tat reactions.  It's often not our fault 
when something bad happens to us.  But how we choose to respond is up to us.  Only the 
one who suffers for our sins has the power to forgive us.  But do we want to be forgiven? 
William Sloane Coffin puts it, you cannot have the annunciation without the denunciation. 
It was a strong hope that brought all those people to the river.  They came because there 
was nothing left to do but repent and begin again. 
 
This period of Advent is here for a reason.  It is here so that we can, like all Jerusalem 
before us, go down to the riverside and meet this strange man with his disconcerting 
message that without repentance, without a new beginning, new life is not possible.  Much 
of the time this is not the message we are keen to hear.  We want to enjoy our lives and 
prefer preachers who tell us that is exactly what God wants too or speak in empty clichés 
that leave us unchanged.  As T.S. Eliot said, 'Humankind cannot bear very much reality.' 
But sometimes life opens our eyes.  Today the entire world is immersed in unrelenting, 
multidimensional crises. 
 
• gaping economic inequality; 
• blatant racial inequity; 
• rampant ecological destruction; 
• ruinous extractive profiteering. 
 
All of these injustices are now in stark relief amplified by the Covid-19 pandemic.  As ever 
it‘s the least rewarded members of our society who end up most at risk.  We need to be 
open to the contagious generosity of caring for the least of these, to pursue justice, to 
protect God's great gift of creation, and find a shared morality that gives us values by 
which to live.  
 
This Messiah requires a life-changing 'going out', a willingness to leave our home and our 
comfort zone, and make a new beginning.  Leaving home, stepping out from behind the 
false security of our comfortable lifestyle, is not easy.  But leaving home is what God did 
at Christmas: 'thou didst leave thy home and thy kingly crown, when thou came to earth 
for me', as the old hymn puts it.  And if we really want to experience the fullness of what 
he has to give us, we have to step out in faith. 
 
Pope Francis tells how in Rome in the midst of the quarantine, a policeman said to a man: 
‘You can't be on the street, go home'.  The response was: 'I have no home.  I live in the 
street.'  We need to be open to the contagious generosity of caring for the least of these, 
to pursue justice, to protect God's great gift of creation, and find a shared morality that 
gives us values by which to live.  The question is, can we change, can we turn?  Are we 
prepared to ‘leave home’ to reach out to the 1 in 6 people who we are told will be lonely 
this Christmas? 
 
Are we willing to meet the challenge? 
 



 

 

Seeking forgiveness and leaving home are just the start of what's involved in being 
changed by Jesus.  Today's reading ends with John the Baptist making that clear: I'm just 
the warm-up act, he says.  You ain't seen nothing yet!  Mark's Gospel shows us how, again 
and again, people who had nothing to look forward to in this life find new hope by following 
Jesus.  Advent is a good time to ask ourselves: what do we most hope for in our lives? 
The woman looking for her false teeth in the air raid could be you and me.  We get in a 
terrible tizz about trivia when the equivalent of the air-raid siren goes off and a crisis 
looms.  It's not too late to be changed.  We just have to want to be.  And if we do, we can 
welcome the new regime of Jesus Christ the Son of God with open arms and hearts, certain 
that, once we do so, nothing can separate us from his love. 
 
On this second Sunday in Advent let us, as Mark wrote, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight’.  So stepping out in faith, let us confess our sins, support those in need 
and look to the coming of new hope in our lives.  Despite appearances this world is 
pulsating with hope.  
 
 
Responding to God’s grace 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 
Let us pray 
Almighty Father, source of all love and mercy, you raised up John the Baptist as a herald, 
a bringer of hope and salvation. Today, as we anticipate anew the coming of Christ, we 
present before You the needs of the church, the world and ourselves. 
 
God of timeless grace, the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic continue to pervade much of 
the daily lives of people across our planet.  We are much encouraged by the prospect of 
vaccines that will save lives, and reduce the probability of serious illness and restrict the 
spread of infection, and allocated fairly across the world.  Meanwhile, doubts and fears 
persist about the near future, and we pray You will be with all those who are shielding, 
sick or recovering in hospital, and poignantly, with those many thousands mourning the 
loss of loved ones.  Heavenly Father, bring them comfort and hope, along with those 
suffering from acute anxiety and other mental illness, and for the elderly and others in 
care homes.  
 
Help us never to forget countries where conflict and natural disasters bring misery to 
millions, not least refugees.  Today, we think too of comparatively secure countries like 
the USA - where there is division arising from an acrimonious election and a strong need 
for an early end to bitterness and resentment…… and in Ireland - where there are fears of 
imminent economic stress and a strong desire not to return to cross-border tension and 
strife.  May we remember also, people in places where religious freedom or democracy 
are compromised or even vanishing, as in Belarus and Hong Kong, and  the relentless and 
sinister persecution of the Uighur people of Central and East Asia.  
 
The pandemic has caused much disruption to the world economy.  The consequences for 
so many are worsening.  Unemployment in the UK is expected to rise by another one 
million people by next summer, with its effects on the hopes and aspirations of many, 
including numerous young people, and compromising further the livelihoods of already-
poor families.  We pray too about the divisions and some fragility of hope and loss of trust 
within our country.  
 
God, our refuge and strength, we bring before You the need to continue to address 
important, ongoing challenges such as climate change, racial discrimination, and growing 
tensions about our future as a united nation, and that such issues will not be aggravated 
or marginalised by the pandemic.  We pray for wise words, calm reflection, and effective 
action across the political divide, focused on the needs of all, and on necessary consensus. 
 



 

 

And we pray for our own church, as we continue to sustain our worship in these changed 
times, and ask for your blessing on those who organise and lead our praise.  There remains 
the need for all of us to continue to support one another.  May we help to encourage in 
other people something of the joy of Christmas, and from the sense of peace that flows 
from assurance that You, Lord, will never abandon us.  
 
We remember all those in need of prayer, and in the following, short silence, let us think 
of other people for whom we wish to pray particularly today. 
 
Hear our prayer, Lord of all, that we may serve you faithfully, until the day of the coming 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns.  Amen 
 
Offertory 
 
This is an opportunity set aside your regular financial contribution to Trinity’s ongoing work 
and witness. Call to mind your gift as you share in the following prayer. 
At home you should uncover the bread and wine now. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Loving God, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  We dedicate to your service all 
that we have and are and we pray that our offering may be pleasing to you in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Holy Communion 
 
Invitation 
 
We have come together because Jesus has called us.  
It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers to meet us and to share bread and wine. 
Through Jesus we who are different are joined together. 
So come, not because you understand, but because you are understood. 
Come, not because of how you feel, but because God has food for you. 
Come, not because you deserve a place, but because Jesus invites us just as we are. 
 
 
Hymn  - We come as guests invited  Tune: Passion Chorale R&S 220 
 
We come as guests invited 
when Jesus bids us dine, 
his friends on earth united 
to share the bread and wine; 
the bread of life is broken, 
the wine is freely poured 
for us, in solemn token 
of Christ our dying Lord. 
 
We eat and drink, receiving 
from Christ the grace we need, 
and in our hearts believing 
on him by faith we feed; 
with wonder and thanksgiving 
for love that knows no end, 
we find in Jesus living 
our ever-present friend. 
 
 



 

 

One bread is ours for sharing, 
one single fruitful vine, 
our fellowship declaring 
renewed in bread and wine: 
renewed, sustained and given 
by token, sign and word, 
the pledge and seal of heaven, 
the love of Christ our Lord. 
 
 ©Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-  ) 
 
The Story 
 
Blessed is our brother Jesus, who walks with us the road of our world's suffering, and who 
is known to us in the breaking of bread. 
 
On the night of his arrest Jesus took bread and having blessed it He broke the bread and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, 'This is my body, given for you'. 
 
In the same way he took wine and having given thanks for it He poured it out and gave 
the cup to his disciples, saying, 'This cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my 
blood.  Take this and share it. 
 
So we do as Jesus did, we take bread and wine, in these Jesus has promised to be present, 
through these Christ can make us whole. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Yes, it is right to give you thanks and praise, Lord Jesus for the life you lived among us, 
speaking our language, learning our ways, sitting at our tables, listening to our complaints 
and never giving up on us. 
 
Yes, it is right to give you thanks and praise for never compromising the truth by which 
you lived for refusing to be swayed by power, for confronting institutionalised prejudice 
and never selling your soul. 
 
Yes, it is right to give you thanks and praise for loving the unlovable, touching the 
untouchable, forgiving the unforgivable, recognising the gold beneath the dross, the 
potential beneath the pain, and never taking an easier path. 
 
The lord of eternity, announced by angels and born of Mary, he became incarnate, fulfilling 
the promise of our salvation. 
 
And so we join in the song of all creation; praising you and saying, Holy, Holy, Holy God, 
who makes all things well and in whom all shall be well; blessed be your name.  God our 
Maker, as you gave your people water from a rock in the desert and fed them with bread 
in the wilderness, let your Holy Spirit fill our bread and wine with the fullness of Jesus so 
that we, in stretching out our hands, receive through faith food for our souls. 
 
As we do as Jesus once did let your Spirit move among us to settle on the bread and wine 
that they may become for us the body and blood of Christ. 
 
In the intimacy of this sacrament as heaven and earth become one enable us to know you 
more deeply and resolve to love honour and serve you more faithfully in this world until 
your kingdom comes.  Amen 
 

 
  



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
Sharing Bread and Wine  
 
Among friends, gathered round a table, Jesus took bread; and when he had blessed it, he 
broke it and said, 
Take this and eat it. It is my body. It is given for you. Do this to remember me.' 
 
Later, during the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he said,  
'In this cup is the new relationship with God made possible because of my death. Take 
this, all of you, to remember me.' 
 
All you who hunger and thirst for a better life, for a deeper faith, for a better world, here 
is the bread of life: feed on it with gratitude; here is the cup of salvation 
drink from it and believe. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
The sharing of the bread and wine 
 
Take eat this is the body of Christ broken for you. Do this in remembrance of him 
 
The blood of Christ shed for you, for the forgiveness of sin. Drink it in remembrance of 
him. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Go now you have been fed, you have shared the living bread, you have been grafted to 
the vine, you have tasted heaven’s new wine 
Go now, you have been blessed. Jesus called you each his guest. God knows your name 
and says you're wanted and in your lives God's seed is planted. 
Go now, and go in Christ's own peace 
and in your going do not cease to love yourself - you are God's treasure, and love the 
world - it is God's pleasure, and love the Lord in greatest measure. Amen. 
 
 
  



 

 

Hymn - Joy to the world, the Lord is come Tune: Antioch  
 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of His love.  
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) altd.  Based on Psalm 98 
 
 
Dismissal & Blessing 
 
John, by the river Jordan, calls us to reflect carefully and to repent. 
John, by the river Jordan, calls us to stand beside the confused and the unfulfilled ones 
and to give them purpose. 
John, by the river Jordan, calls us to acknowledge the graceful influence of Jesus Christ 
and to renew our discipleship.  
 
Let us go out into the world 
as bringers of love as makers of peace and messengers of hope 
knowing the blessing of God, the source of life 
of Jesus Christ the way of life 
and the Holy Spirit the sustainer of life, 
is with us today, tomorrow and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible passages: New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


