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Welcome 
 
 
Call to worship  
 
People of God, open your eyes! 
Look around! 
The presence of our Lord Jesus Christ is here— 
Among us and within us. 
God’s salvation is close at hand— 
Nearer than you know. 
So open your hearts and minds to the Spirit, 
And let us worship God together! 
 
 
An opening prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, God of all, we come in expectation. We lift our heads to 
you. Pour out your love and mercy upon our eager and hungry hearts. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour of all, we come without pretense. We lay our sin 
and burdens down at your altar. Wash us clean in the fathomless wells of 
your grace.  
 
Holy Spirit, comforter of all, we come thirsty for you. Refresh us in your 
ever-flowing spring, purify us with holy fire and fill us with the breath of 
life. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn 489 – Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art – 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
  



 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
thou ever with me and I with thee, Lord; 
thou my great Father, thy child let me be, 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my strong tower; 
raise thou me heav’nward, great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor earth’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun, 
grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 
heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Ancient Irish poem 
Tr. Mary E. Byrne (1880-1931) 
& Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935) altd. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
Prayers of intercession 
 
Let us pray. 
Dear Lord.  Our prayers for others this morning are both for all people who 
are suffering as a result of the major disasters and incidents that fill our 
newspapers and news channels every day, but specifically for individuals. 



 

 

For it is individuals who are suffering.  Lord, help us remember that the 
sheer volume and scale of so many situations and tragedies must never 
make us forget that it is individuals that are facing these hardships and 
difficulties. 
 
Individuals who still do not have clean drinking water.  Individuals who do 
not have enough food to eat, not just today, but every day.  Individuals 
who are struggling with every aspect of their life.  Individuals who are 
suffering.  Individuals who are in pain.  Individuals who have experienced 
loss and betrayal.  Individuals who are uncertain and troubled.  Individuals 
who feel unloved. 
 
Lord, we know many people are struggling and hurting.  In our daily lives, 
we experience and witness the difficulties of others.  But we know we can 
never have a real understanding or awareness of the breadth and extent of 
all the issues that your people experience.  It is only you, Lord, who know 
all the difficulties and challenges that your people face.  Please be with all 
your people and provide opportunities for them to experience and embrace 
your comfort and love. 
 
As well as all individuals who are experiencing difficulties as a result of the 
specific issues around the world of which we are aware, we bring before 
you in our prayers:- 
 
all individuals who are lonely 
all individuals who feel unloved 
all individuals who find it difficult to relate to others 
all individuals who are experiencing a breakdown in a relationship 
all individuals who are experiencing a loss of self-worth or shame 
all individuals who are experiencing continuous or intermittent mental 
 health challenges 
all individuals who are struggling with their sexual identity 
all individuals who are frightened and living in fear 
all individuals struggling with alcohol or drug addiction or substance abuse 
all individuals with a gambling addiction 
all individuals who are experiencing a loss of a loved one, recognising that 
 grief can come in waves 
all individuals worried about their finances and the particular anguish of 
 those supporting others 
all carers, all carers who have no support or respite, a situation made more 
 acute by the current pandemic 
all individuals experiencing persecution, often for their religious beliefs 
all individuals who are already experiencing at first hand the devastating 
 consequences of climate change on their communities and natural 
 environment. 
 
And finally, all individuals whose loved ones are experiencing the difficulties 
that we have highlighted 
 



 

 

We recognise that we cannot list all the difficulties and hardships that 
individuals are facing.  We also ask you to provide comfort to all those that 
we have not identified. 
 
Our Lord, we know you are always there to offer hope and support to all 
who suffer.  Help all individuals know that they are special and individual 
to you.  Help all people learn that you will never abandon or ignore us. 
 
We recognise that our lives are fragile.  We recognise that our 
circumstances can change.  We recognise that we can all face difficult times 
in our lives, but we also recognise that we have too little care and empathy 
for others.  Lord, we know that we are selfish and self-centred.  We know 
that we all too often take the easy path.  Help us to open our eyes and ears 
to all others.  Guide us, challenge us and encourage us in the path that 
Jesus Christ showed in his life on earth.  Help us to acknowledge our 
limitations.  Strengthen us to follow your Word and teachings in how we 
live our lives in relation to others.  Lord, our prayers are our opportunity to 
talk personally and directly with You.  Help us to take our prayers today for 
others into our daily lives this week and help us recognise the continuous 
nature of our conversations and prayers with You. 
 
Lord of all, your example is of continuous, unconditional and outgoing love. 
Help us lead our lives with that same continuous and outgoing love for 
others.  Help us bring this message into all aspects of our lives, in our 
homes, in our church, in our communities and with all people that we meet 
and with whom we relate every day. 
 
We bring before you all our Church leaders and members and ask that you 
continue to love and care for them as your people.  We pray for all those 
engaged in the work and mission of the Salvation Army.  Its example of 
offering practical help based on a Christian faith continues to be a beacon. 
In the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we offer our prayers for all people 
to come together to seek common ground, to seek reconciliation and to 
listen to God’s word. 
 
And finally, we share a moment of silence to bring before you in our prayers 
all the individuals that we know and love. 
 
Your gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, demonstrated your love for all 
your people. Help us learn from that love and use it in our lives as our guide 
and path. 
 
We pray all these words in your Name, assured of your love for all your 
individual people.  Amen 
 
 
  



 

 

Hymn 375 - In my life, Lord, be glorified  
 
In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
In your Church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
in your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

Bob Kilpatrick (1952-  ) 
 
 
Offertory Prayer  
(for gifts given online and in a retiring collection) 
 
Eternal God, and giver of all good, we give thanks this day for the gifts of 
life and love, family and friendship, and for the joy of the coming of your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ to dwell among us.   
 
We bring before you now a portion of the gifts you have given us to share, 
and pray that you would take and use them for your glory and us for the 
service of your kingdom. 
 
 
Bible Reading – Philippians 2: 1-11 
 
1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.  
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves.  
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others.  
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form,  
8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 
death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 



 

 

Sermon 
 
Over the past ten months we’ve learnt about the power of a slogan, have 
we not?!  We’ve had a few from the Government to help us to remember 
the essential behavior required through the pandemic.  I’m sure you’ll 
remember these:  
 
Stay Home, Protect the NHS, Save Lives 
Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives 
Wash Hands, Cover Face, Make Space 
 
These seem to be the basic rules behind coming up a slogan – make it 
something simple, something memorable and something clear.  We’ve also 
learnt at times what happens when the slogans don’t quite live up to those 
rules and instead of communicating a simple, memorable, clear message 
they create confusion. 
 
Sometimes it seems that political movements live or die on their slogans. 
They can inspire and galvanize a following in just a few words, or they can 
come back to haunt the people who used them.  Here are some of the more 
recent ones you may know:  
 
Let’s take Back Control – the vote Leave campaign during the EU 
referendum 
Yes we can  –  Obama’s bid for presidency in 2008 
Make America Great Again  –  Vote Trump campaign in 2015 
Strong, Stable Leadership  –  Theresa May 2017 election 
 
And two of my personal favourites: 

Not flash. Just Gordon. -  Gordon Brown, 2007 – I’ll forgive you for not 
remembering that! 
And for balance:  I agree with Nick! – unofficial Lib Dem slogan in 2010 – 
the best by far, and one I’ve been pushing in my life at home for a while… 
 
Slogans are powerful when they hit a nerve.  They can create and a sum 
up a movement.  They can set the narrative and work to keep pressing 
home the key message of what really matters. 
 
Unsurprisingly, it’s not just those in our time that the power of a slogan has 
been recognized.  In ancient antiquity, in the years shortly before Jesus 
was born and the early church emerged, a new idea was pressed upon the 
diverse peoples of the Roman Empire.  From Rome, to Egypt, to Persia, to 
Greece, to Germany and to Britain.  It was simple, it was memorable and 
it was clear.  It was inscribed on coins, written about in songs and poetry, 
and embedded in the titles of the emperors.  It took various forms but it 
could be summed up in this simple idea:  ‘Caesar is Lord’.  Back in 42BC, 
following his assassination, the Roman governing powers in the Senate 
ascribed the late Julius Caesar the title of divine.  His nephew Augustus 
who filled the power vacuum was quick to take up the title describing 



 

 

himself as the ‘Filius divi’ – ‘the son of god’.  Slowly and gradually the 
people living in the Roman Empire came to understand that they were not 
simply ruled by mere mortals – but by the gods themselves.  To be Roman, 
then – was to recognise ‘Caesar is Lord’.  
 
It was into this world and this environment that the church was born.  As 
the apostle Paul travelled across the Roman Empire from Jerusalem to 
Greece to Asia Minor to Rome he would have encountered the same idea 
everywhere he went.  Different people, different cultures all under the sway 
of the Roman emperor man-god.   
 
It is remarkable – astounding even - that in Paul’s letters, then, that we 
discover what’s thought to be the very first Christian creed and slogan of 
sorts.  And it’s this:  ‘Jesus is Lord’.  Simple, memorable, clear.  It appears 
in numerous of Paul’s letters – here are some examples:  
 
From our reading earlier:  Philippians 2: 9-11 
 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:3:  Therefore I want you to know that no one who is 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed”, and no one can say, 
“Jesus is Lord”, except by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Romans 10: 9:  If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord”, and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
Tom Wright, perhaps the greatest New Testament scholar of modern times, 
writes how this formulation of words is no co-incidence but rather the early 
Christians were deliberately subverting the official line of the Empire.  By 
saying that Jesus is Lord, the first Christians were not just saying that ‘Jesus 
is Lord’ but they were also deliberately insinuating that ‘Caesar is not’.  This, 
then, was not simply some personal, private saying that Christians said to 
one another about their religious affiliation when they were at church.  That 
is perhaps what we comfortable 21st century Christians have made it when 
we simply make it a statement of intellectual belief.  But for the early 
church, as Tom Wright points out, this was ‘Fighting talk, the sort of thing 
that when you act upon it gets you into trouble with the authorities. 
 
In the book of Acts we see exactly this happening as Paul, Silas, Jason and 
the other believers in Thessalonica are described in this way by their 
accusers: 
 



 

 

“Paul and Silas have caused trouble all over the world,” (or turning the 
world upside down as it’s sometimes translated) they shouted, “and now 
they are here disturbing our city, too. 7 And Jason has welcomed them into 
his home. They are all guilty of treason against Caesar, for they profess 
allegiance to another king, named Jesus.” (Acts 17:6-7). 
 
This, of course, over the first few centuries of the church, led to great 
persecutions of Christians.  
 
So, why am I talking about this now?  
 
I’m saying this because in this moment of great uncertainty, in this moment 
of crisis, in this moment of turmoil when everything is up in the air – we 
Christians have an opportunity to remind ourselves what we are really, truly 
about.  This is a perfect moment for us to re-evaluate our own lives and to 
get our priorities straight. ‘Never waste a good crisis’ said Winston 
Churchill.  So let’s not miss this moment to re-affirm who we are.  And I 
can think of no better slogan for this moment and the days to come than 
that of the first Christians:  ‘Jesus is Lord’.  
 
When the first Christians said ‘Jesus is Lord’ this is what they meant: 
 
In Jesus, all powers, all principalities, all sin – both personal and corporate 
– have been defeated through the crucifixion and resurrection.  The world 
had once been under the control of darkness, but now the entire cosmos 
has fundamentally changed forever.  The victory in Jesus had now been 
won.  This is as true now as it was then! 
 
When they said ‘Jesus is Lord they’ took this to mean something far more 
than just personal belief but commitment to a completely new way of life.  
The way of Caesar and the way of Christ were two distinctly different paths.  
 
The early Christians were recognizable by the way they behaved and took 
action in the world.  For them this meant a rejection of military power; a 
refusal to leave unwanted babies to die on the Roman rubbish tips as was 
the practice of the day; it meant turning their backs on the blood and 
violence of the gladiatorial games; it meant caring for the sick when no-
one else would – even when the plague struck; it meant the breaking down 
of the social and ethnic barriers of the time – when they met at church, 
Greek and Jew, rich and poor, slave and free, male and female gathered as 
one family.  Nothing else in their society looked like this!  They stood out 
as different not just because they believed different things but because they 
acted differently.  What the early Christians understood when they declared 
‘Jesus is Lord’ is that it fundamentally shifted the way they were called to 
live their lives.  It radically re-orientated how they related to everything – 
to the state, to their families, to their nation and to their community.  This 
is as true now as it was then!  
 



 

 

When they said, ‘Jesus is Lord’, they were also explicitly saying something 
else, and that is - Caesar is not Lord.  It was a political declaration that 
salvation was not to be found in the all-powerful Augustus or Tiberius or 
Nero with their huge growing, world-conquering empire, with its military 
might, massive wealth and seemingly endless and eternal reach.  Instead 
they were saying that salvation was found in a person called Jesus, a 
wandering preacher from Galilee convicted and crucified by the most 
powerful empire the world had ever seen.  In the Roman world – the title 
of Lord was given to the very greatest of the great – the victor in battle, 
the most powerful of warlords, the hero without equal.  These god-like men 
were the ones who crushed rebellions and nailed to the cross those who 
opposed them.  But the Lord the early Christians recognized was the one 
who came as the servant for all, humbling himself even to a criminal’s death 
on a cross.  In fact, according to the early Christians this was what gave 
him the right to be called ‘Lord’.  He was Lord in a way that Caesar was 
not.  He did not commit violence, he did not amass wealth, he did not glory 
in power, he did not trample on the poor – instead he humbled himself, he 
served, he loved, he listened, he even gave his power away.  This is as true 
now as it was then! 
 
When we declare that ‘Jesus is Lord’ may it remind us what is not Lord: 
 
Money is not.  Work is not.  The Church is not.  What we look like to others 
is not.  Our intellect is not.  Politics is not.  The government is not.  Our 
nation is not.  And many other things that we elevate to first place are also 
not Lord.  That doesn’t mean these things are bad – but these things all 
need to know their place – and that is under the feet of Jesus.  For Jesus is 
Lord and they are not. 
 
And so, in this moment of collective uncertainty, as we gaze into an 
unknown future, perhaps with a little trepidation - let us not be afraid to 
take up again the earliest creed and slogan of our Christian brothers and 
sisters with full confidence!  Let’s make their creed our creed.  Let’s declare 
that ‘Jesus is Lord’.  Let us always have it ready on our lips.  Let us clothe 
our minds and hearts with it, and let us live in a way that demonstrates 
that we really, truly believe it. 
 
And so with that I finish with these three simple, memorable, clear words:  

 
Jesus. Is. Lord. 

Amen 
 
 
  



 

 

Responsive prayer video:  ‘Christ be with me’ 
 
Christ Be with me 
Christ before me 
Christ behind me 
Christ within me 
Christ below me 
Christ above me 
Christ be with me 
At my right hand 
At my left hand 
As I lie down 
As I rise up 
As I stumble 
As I fall down 
Christ as I stand 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me 
Christ in every eye that sees me 
Christ in every ear that hears me 
Amen 
 
 
Hymn 268– Jesus is Lord, Creation’s voice proclaims it  
 
Jesus is Lord!  Creation's voice proclaims it, 
for by his power  
each tree and flower  
was planned and made.  
Jesus is Lord!  The universe declares it – 
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: `Jesus is Lord!'  
 
Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with Alleluias,  
for Jesus is Lord!  
 
Jesus is Lord!  Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came  
to die in pain on Calvary's tree.  
Jesus is Lord!  From him all life proceeding, 
he gave his life a ransom thus setting us free.  
 
Jesus is Lord!  O'er sin the mighty conqueror; 
from death he rose  
and all his foes  
shall own his name.  
Jesus is Lord!  God sends his Holy Spirit 
showing by works of power that Jesus is Lord.  

 
David Mansell (1936 -  ) 



 

 

 
Closing Prayer & Blessing 
 
May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ go with you:  

wherever he may send you; 
may he guide you through the wilderness: protect you through the storm; 
may he bring you home rejoicing: at the wonders he has shown you; 
may he bring you home rejoicing: once again into our doors. Amen. 


