Trinity News
May 2021

No.508

Trinity United Reformed Church
Mansel Road, Wimbledon

Let’s celebrate Pentecost together

“On the last Sunday of this month we shall be observing Whitsuntide when we
celebrate the birth of the church and the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower and
guide the church. The early Christian church when it was achieving so much
and working miracles in spreading the Gospel never claims that it was their
doing but always that it was the work of the Holy Spirit enabling them. It is in
that faith that we as a congregation tackle the opportunities and difficulties of
these days. I hope that as many as possible will therefore be in church that day
for we have very real need at this time of the power and wisdom of the Holy
Spirit.”
So wrote Trinity’s Minister, the Revd H Burns Jamieson, in his
Minister’s Letter to congregation exactly fifty years ago this month in
May 1971.
Could this message be any more appropriate for us at this time? On
the fourth Sunday of this month (23 May) – Whitsuntide or
Pentecost – we are planning to return to worship in church
after twenty-three weeks’ absence. “Opportunities and difficulties”
we have in plenty as we begin to recover from more than a year of
challenges for each one of us personally and for Trinity.
Full details of our return will follow, so watch out for news. But we
do hope that as many as possible will be in church to celebrate our
return and the birthday of the church, for we too have a “real need
at this time of the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit”.

Sundays in May
Sunday 2 May at 11:00 – Holy Communion
led by Revd Alistair Cumming (Church of Scotland minister)
Sunday 9 May at 11:00
Service led by Revd David Skitt (retired URC minister)
Sunday 16 May at 11:00
Service details to be announced
Sunday 23 May at 11:00 - Pentecost
Celebration service and return to the church building (to be
confirmed)
Sunday 30 May at 11:00 – Trinity Sunday
Service led by Revd Stephen Lewis (Interim Moderator,
minister at Twickenham & Hampton Hill URCs)

The Revd Alistair Cumming is well known to everyone at Trinity
now as a ‘regular’ visitor. Alistair is a Church of Scotland Minister and
Clerk of the Presbytery of England.
The Revd David Skitt is an old friend of Trinity. Now retired, David’s
pastorates included St John’s New Barnet and Reigate Park URCs. He
led one of our Elders’ Conferences in 2012.
On Trinity Sunday, 30 May we will welcome, for the first time in
person, our Interim Moderator, the Revd Stephen Lewis, who will
lead our worship. Do come along to hear and meet Stephen.

Church Family News
Congratulations on long membership
Our congratulations to Norman & Isobel Angus and Ann Bremner who
this year celebrate sixty years membership of Trinity.
Belated congratulations to the following who recently completed fifty
years membership of Trinity - Richard & Edelweiss Dunfield-Prayero,
Sandy McLeish, Margaret Noble, Annie Spain and Andrew Sutton.

Birthdays in May
Many happy returns to those celebrating birthdays this month
including Michael Chau, Wei Chau, Robin Goodchild, Ingrid Ferguson,
Eddie Henning, Kiera Probert, Hannah Ray, Tim Rostron, Marie
Sarpong and Alissa White.

Building works
To see the latest photos of the works on our two flèches go to the
church website (www.trinitywimbledon.org).

We want to hear your views

The Elders’ Council and Vacancy Team want to hear your views about
Trinity, to help us in preparing us to call a new Minister and make
plans for the future of our work and witness.
In the next few days you will receive a Congregational Survey. We
would be extremely grateful if you could complete this. Your
experiences, views and ideas will be really important in helping the
church discern how it can walk confidently with God into the future.
When answering the questions, please think about your experience of
Trinity both before and during the pandemic.
We would like to receive as many individual responses as possible, so
please share the survey with others in your household and encourage
them to respond too.
All answers will be strictly confidential and non-attributable unless
you wish to add your name.
We would like to receive your response by Friday 28 May please.

Christian Aid Week – 10 to 16 May
The climate emergency is one of the greatest injustices we
face. Together we stop this climate crisis.
This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the
worst of it every day.
From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over
their lives. Extreme weather means people are struggling to survive
without a reliable source of water.
Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the
rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable
source of water will help families withstand long drought or relentless
rainstorms.
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives.
For further information see https://bit.ly/3alUnr7

This year Christian Aid week is going ahead from 10 to 16 May.
However we are aiming only to deliver envelopes in our area. These
are deliver-only envelopes which will encourage donations to be
sent directly. If you can deliver envelopes please do let us know. We
need as many volunteers as possible.
The Car Boot Sale will go ahead too, on Saturday morning 15 May
in St Mary's field in the Village. We will not be collecting bric-a -brac
or books to sell for Christian Aid this year but intend to have some
plants to sell. We hope to get the usual number of cars selling stuff.
If you would like more information about booking a car to sell your
unwanted stuff do get in touch with us. Also if you are able to help
in the morning do please get in touch. Do come along to buy a
bargain!
Mike and Margaret Tulloch

The ministerial vacancy
The Vacancy Team met via Zoom twice during April, and continues to
reflect upon and to draft sections of a new Pastorate Profile for Trinity.
During May, together with the Elders’ Council, the Team will be
seeking individual views from the congregation in a Congregational
Survey (see page 5). The feedback received will help us in preparing
to call a new minister, and to make plans for the future of Trinity’s
work and witness. I do ask that you will respond to the survey not
later than 28 May.
As always, your continued prayers for the work of the Team would be
much valued.
Please do call or email me if you have any questions about the
vacancy at this stage.
Sandy McLeish, Vacancy Team Leader

19 April 2021

The Lent collection for Commitment for Life, including Gift Aid,
amounted to £975 which is an excellent result. Thank you to
everyone who contributed.
Margaret Tulloch

From the archives
Our organists through the years
A while ago in this column we listed all Trinity’s Sunday School
Superintendents/Junior Church leaders, and then all Session
Clerks/Church Secretaries.
This month we list all Trinity’s
Organists/Directors of Music.

Above: Herbert Shave & Ambrose Gibbs
Below: R. Eryl Williams & Philip Machin

In most cases the Organist has also been choirmaster, but for short
periods Peter Gritton, Steve Jones and John Rundle acted as
choirmaster and, in 1979, Nigel Tunley was our ‘Evening service
organist’. The title ‘Musical Director’ was introduced in 1988.

1884
1892
1901
1905
1934
1938
1957
1960
1960
1973
1976

Patrick S. Kidd
E.N. Campbell
R. Riddell Hunter
Herbert F. Shave
Ambrose F. Gibbs
Robert B. Anderson
J.M. Davies
A. Gore-Harvey
R. Eryl Williams
Roger L. Warland
Malcolm Galloway

1979
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1988
1994
2014
2015

Alan Law
(Acting) John Rundle
Peter Dart
Hugh Mimardiere
(Acting) R.B. Anderson
Philip Machin
Peter Dart
Alexis Affonso
Sean Mayes
Andrew Davies

Above: (L to R) Alexis Affonso, Sean Mayes & Andrew Davies

Generous donors have helped the United Reformed Church
(URC) beat its initial fundraising target of £5,000 to raise a
whopping £19,000 for Christian Aid

First launched in February, the aim of the campaign is to provide
people with the opportunity to show gratitude for their Covid-19
vaccines and help protect our global neighbours for whom the vaccine
remains out of reach.
In the UK, almost 33 million people have received at least one dose
of a coronavirus vaccine, while poor nations are yet to receive a single
dose.
Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping keep people safe from
coronavirus with practical support, but with donations, the charity can
do more.
The Revd Dr Kevin Snyman, URC Commitment for Life Programme
Officer, said: "I actually don't even quite know how to articulate how
appreciative I feel. It is just such a phenomenal affirmation of the
growing legend that is the generosity of URC members. Amazing! But
more than that, it shows how deeply the URC cares about justice. We
want everyone in the world to be vaccinated; you can see that desire
expressed in many of the comments."

Queens Road housegroup
The next Queens Road housegroup will be on Thursday
13 May at 4pm by Jitsi link. For further details contact
Andrew Sutton.

