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Call to worship 
 

God our maker, 
yours are the hands that traced the rainbow 
and hurled the stars into space. 
 Come God and meet us here. 
Christ our redeemer 
yours are the hands that blessed the children, 
that healed the sick and broke the bread. 
 Come Jesus and meet us here. 
Holy Spirit, comforter 
you hold our hands when we need you. 
You breathe new hope and strength into our lives 
 Come Spirit and meet us here. 
God our maker, our redeemer, our comforter, 
you are our God. 
 We are here to worship you. 

 
 
 
Hymn - Christ has risen  (Tune: Transformation) 
 
Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 
Christ has risen where hope died, 
as he said and as he promised, 
as we doubted and denied. 
Let the moon embrace the blessing; 
let the sun sustain the cheer; 
let the world confirm the rumour: 
Christ is risen. God is here! 
 
Christ has risen for the people 
whom he died to love and save; 
Christ has risen for the women 
bringing flowers to grace his grave. 
Christ has risen for disciples 
huddled in an upstairs room. 
He whose word inspired creation 
can't be silenced by the tomb.  



Christ has risen to companion 
former friends who fear the night, 
sensing loss and limitation 
where their faith had once burned bright. 
They bemoan what is no longer, 
they expect no hopeful sign 
till Christ ends their conversation, 
breaking bread and sharing wine. 
 
Christ has risen and for ever 
lives to challenge and to change 
all whose lives are messed or mangled, 
all who find religion strange. 
Christ is risen, Christ is present, 
making us what he has been — 
evidence of transformation 
in which God is known and seen. 
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Prayers of thanksgiving and confession 
 

Lord God, early in the morning, 
when the world was young, 
you made life in all its beauty and terror; 
you gave birth to all that we know. 
Hallowed be your name. 
 
Early in the morning, 
when the world least expected it, 
a newborn child crying in a cradle 
announced that you had come among us, 
that you were one of us. 
Hallowed be your name. 
 
Early in the morning, 
surrounded by respectable liars, 
religious leaders, 
anxious statesmen 
and silent friends, 
you accepted the penalty for doing good, 
for being God; 
you shouldered and suffered the cross. 
Hallowed be your name. 
 
Early in the morning, 
a voice in a guarded graveyard 
and footsteps in the dew 
proved that you had risen, 
that you had come back 
to those and for those 
who had forgotten, denied and destroyed you. 
Hallowed be your name. 
  



This morning, 
in the multi-coloured company 
of your church on earth and in heaven, 
we celebrate your creation, your life, 
your death and resurrection, 
your interest in us; 
so we pray: 
 
 Lord, bring new life 
 where we are worn and tired; 
 new love 
 where we have turned half-hearted; 
 forgiveness where we feel hurt 
 and where we have wounded: 
 and the joy and freedom 
 of your Holy Spirit 
 where we are prisoners of ourselves. 
 
To all and to each, 
on his community and on his friends, 
where regret is real, 
Jesus pronounces his pardon 
and grants us the right to begin again. 
Thanks be to God! 

 Amen 
 
 
Reading - Psalm 4 
 
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was in distress. 
Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
2 How long, you people, shall my honour suffer shame? How long will you love vain 
words, and seek after lies?  
3 But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; the Lord hears when I call 
to him.  
4 When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent.  
5 Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.  
6 There are many who say, "O that we might see some good!  Let the light of your face 
shine on us, O Lord!"  
7 You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound.  
8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in 
safety. 
 
 
 
Hymn - Be still, for the presence of the Lord 
 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy one is here 
Come bow before him now 
In reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found 
We stand on Holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy one is here. 
  



Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around 
He burns with Holy fire 
With splendour He is crowned 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant King of light 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal 
To minister His grace 
No work too hard for Him 
In faith receive from Him 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
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Reading - Luke 24:36-49 
 
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
"Peace be with you."  
37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  
38 He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  
39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."  
40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  
41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have 
you anything here to eat?" 
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  
43 and he took it and ate in their presence.  
44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled."  
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,  
46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day,  
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
48 You are witnesses of these things.  
49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high." 
 
 
Sermon 
 
I guess that most of us will have had the experience of switching on the radio or TV – or 
coming into a room where the conversation is in full flow, and having a bit of a problem in 
working out just what is going on.  Our familiarity with the Easter story is such that we 
might not even notice that our reading from Luke today starts with the words, “While they 
were talking about this…”  So what’s happening here? 
 
It’s the evening of Easter day.  Luke has already given us two resurrection stories.  We’ve 
had the women at the tomb, who meet some ‘men in dazzling clothes’ who tell them not 



to look for the living among the dead.  The women, remembering what Jesus has told 
them go back to the men, who dismiss their reports as nonsense, until they too visit the 
tomb, and find only grave clothes. 
 
Then there is the story of the two disciples who meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus – a 
story only found in this gospel.  They listen to him explaining the scriptures, but don’t 
recognise him until he breaks bread with them.  Then they rush back to Jerusalem to tell 
the others what has happened.  Not a journey undertaken lightly as night is falling.  Just 
to put it in context, they’ve walked from the All England Tennis Club to the Oval cricket 
ground – and then turned round and gone back. 
 
It’s in this context that we have the disciples talking about what has happened.  But for 
us, it is perhaps more difficult to put ourselves in their place.  After all, we know the ending 
of this particular story.  Try to imagine what it must have been like for the different 
characters.  Perhaps there is one person that you find yourself relating to.  Stop for a 
moment and think of what that person might have been feeling; fear?  Elation?  Confusion? 
 
Whatever the emotions were, they are about to be heightened, with Jesus appearing 
amongst them.  Luke may not mention locked doors as others do, but to my mind, it’s still 
going to be more than a little disconcerting to find Jesus suddenly there with you.  Startled 
and terrified – interesting words to use.  One giving the impression of something that 
makes you jump momentarily, and the other the sort of fear that suggests an adrenaline 
rush and a ‘fight or flight’ response. 
 
Jesus words do seem a touch insensitive to the experience of the gathered group.  Why 
frightened?  Why doubting?  I know that it’s easy for us to think that the disciples are a 
bit slow on the uptake at times, but I suspect that any of us put into that room in Jerusalem 
would probably be scared stiff, and really not know what was going on.  ‘Seeing’ someone 
who has died is not an uncommon experience, but it tends to be a glimpse from the corner 
of the eye, for one individual, not a full on standing in front of you, with a group of friends 
seeing the same thing. 
 
For Luke, it’s important that his readers understand the physicality of the resurrected 
Jesus.  The varied experience of those who see him – walking alongside them, yet suddenly 
disappearing at Emmaus.  Eating a piece of fish, inviting them to touch him… 
 
Again, in your imagination, try to put yourself in that room.  Is it joy or fear which is the 
primary emotion?  Are you believing or unbelieving?  Perhaps you remember the cry of a 
father asking Jesus to heal his son – “I believe; help my unbelief”. 
 
But it’s not just about the experience and the emotions.  Just as Jesus had explained the 
scriptures to the two on the road to Emmaus, he does so again.  He engages with their 
traditions, and with their intellect.  He opens the scriptures, and he opens their minds to 
what is written there.  He’s been doing this all the way through his time among them – 
but perhaps on this day, there is a new openness to hearing the old words afresh. 
 
As good reformed Christians, we tend to concentrate on the understanding rather than the 
experience of Jesus.  But we do this at our own peril.  The contrast of peace and fear, of 
joy and terror, of belief and doubt need to be felt at times in our own experience of the 
risen Christ.  Not to replace the intellectual questioning, and the understanding, but to go 
alongside. 
 
But the story doesn’t end with the experience and the understanding.  Before he leaves 
them, Jesus demands action – and inaction.  Their new found knowledge – in both heart 
and head – is to be the spur to share the Jesus story.  It’s not just for the few, but for 
everyone.  They are to start where they are, and take the knowledge and experience of 
Jesus out to the whole world.  They are witnesses – not to stand up in some courtroom, 
but to tell everyone what they have seen. 
 



Jesus challenges us to be witnesses too.  To share our understanding, and our experience 
with others.  Some may, of course, be challenged to travel far and wide sharing the good 
news, but as with those first followers, some will have remained in Jerusalem, continuing 
to worship and witness.  Imagining ourselves in a room together (and yes, one day it will 
happen again) can we too hear Jesus telling us that we are witnesses, beginning from 
Wimbledon – or in my case, Basingstoke. 
 
That’s the action – but what about the inaction?  Having made it clear that there’s a job 
to do, Jesus then tells them to wait.  Now I don’t know about you, but patience is not my 
strong point.  “Well you’ll just have to wait and see” is one of those phrases that brings 
back childhood memories of extreme frustration.  No-one who has ever travelled with 
young children is likely to have avoided the question “are we nearly there yet?”  Even God 
seems to get impatient at times.  It’s not the cry of the Psalmist of “How long?’ that we 
heard earlier – it’s the cry of God! 
 
Jesus isn’t telling them to wait just to be awkward.  His disciples are on a journey of faith, 
and they need the right equipment.  He has given them some food for their journey in 
opening the scriptures to them.  But they need more.  The promise of the Father – their 
filling with the Holy Spirit – is yet to come. 
 
I guess that over the last year or so, many of us feel that we have been practising the art 
of waiting.  For some, the experience has overwhelmed us at times.  From the relatively 
trivial waiting for a hair cut, to the desperate longing to meet friends and family – to be 
able to hug again, or hold a hand.  Some have been waiting for everything to get back to 
normal. 
 
For those first disciples, there could be no return to normal.  Their experience had changed 
them, and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost will change them again.  Are we willing to 
be changed, not just by the pandemic, but also by our experience of the risen Christ, our 
experience of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Perhaps this year, more than any other, we need to both understand and to ‘feel’ the story 
of Easter.  As we go through this particular stretch between Easter and Pentecost, between 
lockdown and relative freedom, my prayer is that each of us will know the call to witness, 
will have the patience to wait, and will be filled afresh with God’s Spirit – and be filled with 
all the fulness of God. 
 
 
Prayers of concern and offertory prayer 
 
Let us open our prayers of intercession with Taizé lines 
 
 Wait for the Lord 
 whose day is near 
 Wait for the Lord. 
 Keep watch, take heart! 
 
Dear Lord, we come unto you this Sunday to speak on behalf of others in this world and 
to ask you to bestow your love and blessings upon them. 
 
Lord we pray for all those in war torn countries and where peace is fragile – Oh Lord let 
there be peace on earth.  Lord be with any who are wrongfully imprisoned or held hostage 
that they be quickly set free. 
 
Dear Lord, as we slowly emerge from one of the strangest periods in most of our 
memories, we pray for all those who have been adversely affected by this terrible Covid-
19 disease.  We think of those who have lost loved ones not only directly, but also 
indirectly, as a result of delayed operations and treatment and those who are continuing 



to suffer from Covid and long-Covid.  We pray for all whose mental health has been 
affected by the restrictions imposed on their lives.  
 
We pray for all those employed by the NHS as well as the many volunteers involved in the 
manufacture, distribution and delivery of the vaccines to the millions of people not only in 
this country but worldwide. We thank you for the dedication of all these people. 
 
We pray for all those whose livelihoods have been disrupted by the lockdowns and the 
constant changing and confusion of the regulations.  Be with those children whose 
education has been disrupted, friendships destroyed and futures affected.  We especially 
think of those who do not have the facilities and technology at home that has been 
necessary for them to maintain their schooling. 
 
At university level we pray for those who have lost over a year's face to face teaching and 
experience whilst still having to pay fees and, in many cases, rent on student 
accommodation.  Be with all teachers and lecturers trying to cope especially, when 
changes in regulations are introduced at very short notice. 
 
We pray for all those who are suffering from loneliness at this time and those missing 
physical contact with friends, relatives and loved ones, and pray that it will not be too long 
before the restriction are lifted.  Be especially with those whose close friends and family 
live abroad and let their reunions take precedence once foreign travel is once again 
permitted. 
 
As we move into a period of elections to governments and authorities in Scotland, Wales, 
London and the rest of England we pray that these will be conducted in a civilised manner, 
without rancour and unpleasantness, and above all free of economy with the truth. 
 
Lord be with Her Majesty the Queen as she continues with her work without the Duke of 
Edinburgh.  Be with her and her family as they come to terms with their loss. 
 
Finally Lord, we pray for the United Reformed Church, its Moderators and all others 
involved in the great task and challenge ahead of us as we reopen our churches, hopefully 
next month. 
 
Let us close with the Taizé prayer 
 
 Wait for the Lord 
 whose day is near. 
 Wait for the Lord. 
 Keep watch, take heart! 
 
And now let us give thanks to the Lord with our gifts, whether by standing order or put 
aside for the day that we can meet again in our church.  Lord we give our money not for 
what it can buy but for what it can do.  
 
All this we pray for in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen  
 
 
Hymn R&S 607 - This is the truth we hold 

 
This is the truth we hold, 
source of the joy we share, 
hope that can make us bold 
trusting the name we bear; 
that ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen, 
in Christ shall all be made alive.’  



This is the song of praise 
echoing down the years, 
true for the present days, 
through all our doubts and fears; 
for ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen, 
in Christ shall all be made alive’. 
 
Christ is the living Bread 
Christ is the word to speak, 
Christ is the way to tread, 
Christ is the goal to seek; 
for ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen, 
in Christ shall all be made alive’. 
 
One in the faith we share, 
out in his name we go; 
Jesus awaits us there, 
longing that all should know 
that ‘Christ has died’ and ‘Christ is risen, 
in Christ shall all be made alive’. 

 
Basil E. Bridge (1927-  ) 

 
 
Blessing 
 
Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glorious power of the Father. 
Set out then, on a new life with Christ. 
And the blessing of God be upon us; 
the One who loves us, 
the Christ who calls us, 
the Spirit who makes us holy, 
today and always.  Amen 


