
 

 

Trinity United Reformed Church Wimbledon 

Sunday 4 April 2021 – Easter Sunday 
Order of Service for ‘Worship from Home’ 

Led by the Revd David Marshall-Jones  
(Retired URC minister) 
 
 
Call to worship 
 
This is the day: 
When tears are wiped away, 
shattered hearts are mended, 
fears are replaced with joy. 
This is the day: 
When the Lord rolls away the stone of fear, 
throws off death’s clothes, 
goes ahead of us into God’s future. 
This is the day the Lord has made: 
death has no fear for us, 
sin has lost its power over us, 
God opens the tombs of our hearts to fill us with life. 
This is the day - Easter Day! 
Christ is risen! 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Prayer of approach 
 

Astounding God,  
very early on that first day 
you caught chaos unawares: 
planting grace in a garden, 
setting love loose on creation, 
flinging joy into the air. 
Jesus, Sun of justice, 
very early on that first day 
you staggered sin, 
throwing its weight off the world; 
you confounded death, 
leaving it alone in the grave; 
you opened the gates of the kingdom, 
so all could follow you into life. 
Scarred Spirit, 
very early on this first day of the week, 
while we were washing sleep from our eyes 



 

 

and trying to make sense of our lives, 
you sang glad songs to us, 
rolling away fears from our hearts 
so we can see the Risen Lord. 
God in Community, Holy and One, 
very early on this first day of the week, 
we lift our prayers to you. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn 232 - Christ the Lord is risen today 
 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, 
Alleluia! 

let creation join to say: 
Alleluia! 

raise your joys and triumphs high, 
Alleluia! 

sing, ye heavens; thou earth, reply: 
Alleluia! 

 
Love's redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight, the battle won; 
lo! our sun's eclipse is o'er; 
lo! he sets in blood no more. 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell: 
death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ hath opened paradise. 
 
Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Dying once, he all doth save; 
where's thy vict' ry, boasting grave? 
 
Soar we now where Christ hath led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise: 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now, 
hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) altd. 

 
  



 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Almighty God, through the rising of your son from the grave, you broke the 
power of death and condemned death itself to die. 
 
Yet, even as you open this new way for us, we find ourselves too often 
drawn to the old ways. 
 
We too often forget to love you with all that we are. 
 
We too rarely love neither our neighbours nor ourselves. 
 
God of Easter glory as we celebrate this triumph, help us to make it the 
model for our living. 
 
Help us to identify all in us that should rightly die: 
redundant relationships, tired habits, fruitless longings. 
 
Resurrect in us faith, hope and love as surely as you have raised Jesus 
Christ from the grave.  Amen. 
 
 
Bible Readings 
 

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand,  
2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain. 
3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,  
4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  
9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God.  
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has 
not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  
11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 
 
 



 

 

Mark 16: 1-8 
 
1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. 
3 They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance to the tomb?"  
4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 
had already been rolled back.  
5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  
6 But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him.  
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you."  
8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
 
 
 

Acts 10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 
 

Witnesses 
 

What you think of when you hear the word 'witness'?  Does your mind 
immediately jump to the witness box in a courtroom or the verifying of 
signatures on important documents; or having observed a particular event? 
These iterations of the word's meaning are also all grounded in the need 
for truth.  'I do solemnly and sincerely and truly declare and affirm that the 
evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth' is the oath sworn by those giving evidence in court.  Accepting 
the word or signature of a witness requires a belief that they are being 
truthful.  
 
Unfortunately, we live in a cynical age.  We know that many people lie.  We 
understand the prevalence of 'fake news' and 'alternative facts’.  So, what 
weight does being a witness really carry in these times?  The credibility of 
witnesses has been an issue throughout history. In many patriarchal 
societies, men were considered more reliable witnesses than women.  It is 
therefore incredible that women were the ones chosen to be the first 
witnesses to Christ's resurrection. 
 
The three women, the two Marys and Salome, the only ones who remained 
faithful to Jesus after the desertion and betrayal of his disciples, rise early 
on the first day of the week, having rested on the Sabbath, and go to anoint 



 

 

Jesus' body.  Although they are doing what they can to be faithful to Jesus, 
the women continue to function in the old world, a world governed by the 
power of death.  Along the way they ask themselves, "Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?"  The women, Mark 
emphasizes, expect the old world to be in place, a world of predictable 
cause and effect in which stones placed over tombs on Friday will inevitably 
be there on Sunday.  Then, bit by bit, this old world is dismantled, and 
everything is thrown off balance.  The women "look up" and discover that 
the large stone has already been rolled away.  Then the women enter the 
tomb and, instead of Jesus' corpse, encounter "a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side".  The figure is depicted as an angel - 
a messenger.  The women are "alarmed," as their discoveries begin to turn 
their world upside down.  Their act of love is rewarded by words they never 
expected to hear: 'Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has been raised; he is not here.'  
 
They are instructed to be witnesses.  To go on and give the message to 
Peter and the disciples.  They were terrified and amazed, which probably 
did not lead to a very coherent message when they finally reached the 
disciples!  The disciples do not believe the women at first.  It takes multiple 
messages and encounters for them to finally believe.  But once they 
understand, they too become witnesses to the resurrection and its meaning 
for the world. 
 
Every Easter, the church is a witness, following the footsteps of the women 
in the garden - the apostles to the apostles.  We proclaim: 'Alleluia! Christ 
is risen'.  'He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!'  The story that the women told the 
disciples is the one that we celebrate every Easter.  It is the story of Jesus, 
the Son of God, anointed by the power of the Holy Spirit, who taught, 
healed, called, and was put to death on the cross.  Jesus – who on the third 
day, defeated death and rose again. 
 
Mark’s gospel ends abruptly at verse 8 which was the passage we heard.  
It is thought that the ending has been lost.  But, in some ways, this is 
fortuitous for it tells us that space in the story is left for us.  It resembles 
one of those game shows where contestants have to complete the story 
that was begun by someone else.  Now the story is passed on to us and we 
are the ones to take it forward in the Galilees of our towns and 
communities.  Jesus still goes before us, through his Spirit, and we are 
summoned to join him there.  Facts, argument and evidence can satisfy us 
that belief in the resurrection is credible.  But the resurrection can't be 
contained within the narrow bounds of reason and history.  We will really 
only know the truth of the resurrection by taking up the call to follow Jesus. 
And discover where he takes us. 
 
Jesus' resurrection heralds God's new creation, an alternative world order. 
But it doesn't eliminate our lost endings, unmet hopes and unfulfilled 
longings.  It doesn't reverse Good Friday.  Evil may still triumph, the 



 

 

ecosystem collapse and life on earth as we know it come to an end.  Mark's 
Gospel embraces the tragic features of our lives and refuses to trivialize or 
deny them.  It's a double-edged narrative which contains within it the 
vestiges of despair and fear.  All of life involves incompleteness, loss, death 
and bad endings, but these point us beyond the limits of our existence. 
They make us look forward to the day when our hearts will be filled with 
unalloyed joy.  That's the stupendous promise of Easter.  May our hearts 
be full of the joy of Easter, so that we will ourselves be part of the 
continuing story of Jesus' risen life. 
 
We are called as witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.  It 
is not a calling reserved for Easter Sunday - it is a calling to be fulfilled 
every day - lived as a disciple of Christ.  It is not an easy calling.  It is risky, 
with much disbelief encountered along the way.  A great cloud of witnesses 
has gone ahead of us. 
 
Some have sacrificed a great deal – even their lives - to be a witness to the 
resurrection. 
 
As we rejoice in the power of the resurrection today, let us not forget the 
consequences many have faced for their witnessing.  May we draw 
encouragement and inspiration from their courage.  Let us also pray for 
those in our world who still suffer because of their witness.  So when the 
angel speaks the words of joy to us, let us believe them, make them real 
and credible to believe them and go and tell them.  This Easter Day may 
our witness to the glory of Jesus' resurrection ring out loudly and proudly. 
Alleluia! 
 
Hymn 248 - This joyful Eastertide 
 
This joyful Eastertide 
away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 
has sprung to life this morrow. 
 Had Christ, that once was slain, 
 ne'er burst his three-days' prison, 
 our faith had been in vain; 
 but now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, 
 arisen! 
 

Death's flood has lost its chill, 
since Jesus crossed the river; 
lover of souls, from ill 
my passing soul deliver. 
 

G R Woodward (1848-1934) altd. 
 

 
  



 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
To set the scene, first a prayer of St Theresa of Avila from the 16th century, 
but relevant to our time especially; God is unchanging.  
 
Let nothing disturb you, nothing alarm you.  While all things fade away, 
God is unchanging.  Be patient and you will gain everything.  For with God 
in your heart nothing is lacking.  God meets our every need. 
 
O Lord we praise you for this Easter Day in a world turned upside down by 
the resurrection of Jesus.  The ultimate victory of love and light over hatred 
and darkness. 
 
Christ Jesus risen in glory.  Scatter the darkness from our hearts and from 
your world.  
 
We pray for the church, that all Christians may be aware of your rich 
presence in our lives.  We pray for the congregation here at Trinity, 
especially thanking you that despite the difficulties of the past year, we are 
able to keep in contact with one another and worship together, albeit from 
a distance. 
 
Christ Jesus risen in glory.  Scatter the darkness from our hearts and from 
your world.  
 
Lord Jesus, we bring before you all our nation’s leaders and advisers as the 
world still endures an uncertain time.  We pray for our Queen, Prime 
Minister and Government and all MPs and local councillors.  We ask that 
you will equip them to lead, to listen and to act honestly and with humility 
and compassion as they seek to cope with the present and plan for the 
future. 
 
Christ Jesus risen in glory. Scatter the darkness from our hearts and from 
your world. 
 
As we thank you for the progress made with the vaccinations, we continue 
to pray for all who serve us, especially today those working on the science, 
whether in the search or in production or in administering the vaccines. 
Further we pray that the progress made here may be shared amongst all 
nations. 
 
Christ Jesus risen in glory.  Scatter the darkness from our hearts and 
from your world. 
 
Risen Lord, surround with your peace those who have lost loved ones, those 
who are mentally or physically ill, their families, their friends and those who 
care for them.  We remember those who are homeless, stateless, or lonely. 



 

 

We name in a moment of silence those known to us who are suffering or 
for whom we particularly want to pray at this time. 
 
Christ Jesus risen in glory.  Scatter the darkness from our hearts and from 
your world. 
 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our risen 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
God of all glory and grace, we offer our gifts and our lives to you in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us, whom you raised 
from the dead, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God for ever and ever. Amen 

 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Invitation 
 

Come where the living Christ 
offers us bread broken 
for our journeying 
and wine poured out 
for our tears. 
Share together in this meal 
where loss finds comfort in promise 
and despair is transformed into hope. 
Whoever you are, whatever you bring, 
hear the risen Christ call your name 
and accept God’s invitation to new life 
 
 
Communion Hymn - We come as guests invited 
 (Tune: Passion Chorale R&S 220) 
 

We come as guests invited 
when Jesus bids us dine, 
his friends on earth united 
to share the bread and wine; 
the bread of life is broken,  
the wine is freely poured 
for us, in solemn token 
of Christ our dying Lord. 
 



 

 

We eat and drink, receiving 
from Christ the grace we need, 
and in our hearts believing 
on him by faith we feed; 
with wonder and thanksgiving 
for love that knows no end, 
we find in Jesus living 
our ever-present friend. 
 

One bread is ours for sharing, 
one single fruitful vine, 
our fellowship declaring 
renewed in bread and wine: 
renewed, sustained and given 
by token, sign and word, 
the pledge and seal of heaven, 
the love of Christ our Lord. 
 

©Timothy Dudley-Smith 
 
 
The Story 
 

Before going out into the Garden, Jesus sat down to eat and drink with his 
friends. 
To show them the challenge of the way ahead, and offer them gifts for that 
journey, 
he took bread - sustaining and wholesome - 
and poured wine - earthy and warming - 
sharing these as signs of his continuing presence with them throughout 
time to come. 
And now, remembering that moment, 
and recognising that its promise is also for us in this time and place. 
we too break bread 
and pour wine. 
And in that action, we recognise and affirm with joy that Christ is present 
with us now, and throughout time to come. 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The God of every morning be with you. 
People of Easter morning lift up your hearts 
People of Easter joy give thanks to the one who raises us up to new life. 
Redeemer of the lost, on this day of joy and hope, we sing our praises to 
you. 
Very early in the morning, your Word shattered the silence of chaos, and 
grace flowed forth like a river. 



 

 

You reached down and gathered up the dust of creation, forming us into 
your image and breathing life into us. 
 
Yet the day came when we chose to turn from you, believing our wisdom 
was superior to your will for us. 
 
You sent us the prophets to speak of your gracious hope, but we refused 
to listen. 
 
When you could have let us remain in the clutches of sin and death, you 
sent Jesus to be one of us, so we could come home to you. 
 
Therefore, we join our voices this morning with those who stood at the 
empty tomb - as well as with those of every place and time singing our 
Easter joy to you: 
 
Holy, holy God, who makes all things well and in whom we shall be well; 
blessed be your name. 
 
As we feel your resurrection stir our souls today, surrounded by your Spirit, 
and the spirits of all those saints who have gone before us, may we be 
renewed in purpose, taking the power and the energy of your love into the 
world - knowing that your love changes everything. 
 
God, breathe your resurrection Spirit into the bread and wine, that we may 
know your risen power infusing all that we do and share, enabling us to go 
and breathe new life into the world.  Amen 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Use either of these forms, or a different version/language if you prefer:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
  



 

 

Sharing bread and wine 
 

Jesus, looking into the eyes of those he knew would fail him, took bread. 
He broke it and said: 
'This is my body, broken for you.  Do this to remember me.' 
 
He took the cup, already tainted by betrayal, and spoke of forgiveness and 
the new kingdom, and said: 
'Drink from it all of you.' 
 
In this bread and wine our risen Lord offers us new life today. 
We do this to remember him. 
 
See the risen Lord striding toward you today, holding out life in all its 
fullness. 
 
Take eat this is the body of Christ broken for you.  Do this to remember 
him. 
 
The blood of Christ shed for you and the forgiveness of sins drink it to 
remember him.  
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Lord Jesus, we have feasted on the bread of life. 
We have quenched our thirst with the wine of your new kingdom. 
 
In your risen power you have united us with all our loved ones in heaven 
and on earth. 
 
May that sense of communion strengthen and renew us, bring us hope and 
joy, today and in the days to come. 
 
To you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, be glory everywhere, now 
and forever.  Amen 
 
 
Hymn - Christ has Risen     (Tune: R&S95 Blaenwern) 
 
Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 
Christ has risen where hope died 
as he said and as he promised, 
as we doubted and denied. 
Let the moon embrace the blessing, 
let the sun sustain the cheer, 
let the world confirm the rumour: 
Christ is risen! God is here! 



 

 

Christ has risen for the people 
whom he died, through love, to save; 
Christ has risen for the women 
bringing flowers to grace his grave. 
Christ has risen for disciples 
huddled in an upstairs room. 
He whose word inspired creation 
can't be silenced by the tomb 
 
Christ has risen to companion 
former friends who feared the night, 
sensing loss and limitation 
where their faith had once burned bright. 
They bemoan what is no longer, 
they suspect no hopeful sign 
till Christ ends their conversation, 
breaking bread and sharing wine. 
 
Christ has risen, and forever 
lives to challenge and to change 
all whose lives are messed or mangled, 
all who find religion strange. 
Christ is risen, Christ is present 
making us what he has been - 
evidence of transformation 
through which God is known and seen. 
 
 John Bell & Graham Maule 
 © Wild Goose Resource Group 
 
 
Dismissal and Blessing 
 

As we have worshipped, so we take our worship into the world. 
When we walk uncertain into the garden - we leave rejoicing! 
Where we meet the stranger - we encounter love! 
When we are sent to share the news - we shout it loud! 
 
God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
 
Son of resurrection and hope, 
Spirit of rejoicing hearts, 
bless us, 
this day and always. 
Amen 


