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TRINITY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, WIMBLEDON 
“Rooted in Christ; growing in faith; sharing and serving in love” 
 
Church Secretaries’ Annual Review  
– for the year to 31st December 2020 
 
 
2020 began as quite a normal year in the life of the church:  the process for the election to Elders’ 
Council began in January; the Merton Winter Night Shelter was held on our premises for nine 
sessions from January to early March; the Chinese New Year supper took place in February, and 
Social Afternoon meetings in February and March;  a Church Meeting was held in February; and a 
service for Ash Wednesday was held at the end of the month. 
 
But as the Covid-19 pandemic told hold in the United Kingdom in March, it became clear that 
everything about our church life, in common with everything else, was to be affected.  We have 
discovered new ways to worship God together, to stay connected as a fellowship, and to meet to 
conduct the essential business of the church.  Zoom, unknown to many of us before the pandemic 
struck, was to become a regular feature of our lives for many months. 
 
 
The Minister    As reported in last year’s review, Dominic had concluded that the time was right for 
him to end his Wimbledon ministry.  He accepted a call in January 2020 to serve two churches in 
North London, and it had been his intention to draw his ministry at Trinity to a close towards the 
end of April.  In the event, he remained with us throughout a difficult period until October to provide 
continuity of pastoral care and worship for which we are sincerely grateful.  Dominic rose to the 
challenge of providing worship of a very high standard online week by week, from the church and 
from the manse.   
 
Our annual Rededication Sunday coincided with Dominic’s last Sunday at Trinity.  He conducted two 
fully-booked services, and later that day there was an opportunity to say our thanks and farewells 
to Dominic and Miriam.  
 
Associate Minister     In November, after sixteen years serving the Chinese Group at Trinity, the 
Revd Ernest Yu announced his retirement as our Associate Minister.  The title of Emeritus Associate 
Minister was later conferred on Ernest by Elders’ Council, and we are delighted that he wishes to 
continue preaching regularly to the Chinese group. 
 
Joint Church Secretaries   In February Sam Elliot was reappointed to serve as Joint Church 
Secretary with Catherine Paul. 
 
Worship & faith development     During the year we held 19 services in the church and 40 services 
were held virtually.  Our last Service in church before the lockdown was on Sunday 15 March, after 
which the church was to remain closed for twenty-four Sundays, then open again for a limited 
attendance until the end of the year. 
 
We observed Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, the 
Ordination and Induction of Elders, Trinity Sunday, Pentecost, Christmas Carols & Readings, and 
Christmas Day all online, with Communion being celebrated at Easter and in June, and monthly from 
September to December.  
 
While the church was closed, online pre-recorded video services were provided, and these were 
much appreciated by the congregation in their homes.  For those without internet connection, the 
text of the service was sent out by post each week, and a phone link was also available.   
 
The services have been shared by considerable numbers.  Our most viewed services between March 
and August were for the Ordination and Induction of Elders on Sunday 19 April (177 views), Maundy 
Thursday on 9 April (183) and the service on Sunday 29 March (192).  The most viewed services in 
November and December were the Nativity service on 12 December (142), Remembrance Sunday 
on 8 November (158) and Carols & Readings by Candlelight on 19 December (181). 
 
During the year we welcomed to our pulpit, real and virtual, a number of visitors: on Pentecost 
Sunday, Dominic shared the leadership of our online worship with the Revd Richard Church, retiring 
Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship) of the URC, and at Harvest with the Revd Alex Mabbs 
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(Minister at Brighthelm URC).  We have been especially grateful during the year to a regular visitor, 
the Revd Alistair Cumming (Church of Scotland minister) and to the Revds Bill Bowman, Bruce Stuart 
and David Marshall-Jones (retired URC ministers) and Mark Dennis.   
 
In July we joined the Southern Synod’s service with Communion, sharing with churches from across 
the Synod, and at the end of the year we joined the URC’s recorded service from the Daily Devotions 
team. 
 
In September one of our Elders, Katrina Clifford, preached a sermon that she had entered for ‘Preach’ 
magazine’s annual Sermon of the Year Competition.  As one of the top ten chosen, it was later 
published. 
 
Our online Remembrance Sunday service in November, led by Sandy McLeish, was particularly 
inspirational and poignant. 
 
Christmas was an especially difficult time for many people, but the children’s Nativity recorded 
individually from their homes and turned into a much-enjoyed video was excellent, and this year’s 
Service of Carols and Readings by Candlelight was a highlight as always.  It was with regret that 
Elders’ Council cancelled the midnight Communion Service on Christmas Eve, while managing to 
retain the live service on Christmas Day before a third lockdown began. 
 
We have been very grateful to all those who have provided readings and prayers from home during 
this anxious time.  As the seasons changed, we had glimpses of their homes and gardens, and some 
were accompanied by a background of birdsong adding to our enjoyment!   
 
The house groups did not find a way to continue meeting this year, but the URC’s online Daily 
Devotions have, more than ever, been appreciated.   
 
Church & Society Group met monthly at the start of the year, then by Zoom in July and December. 
 
Elders’ Council     In March, under the agreed procedures for the election of Elders, Alissa White 
was ordained to the eldership and with Cathy Dundee, Andrew Melrose and Kwame Sarpong, was 
inducted to serve for a period of three years at Trinity.  Robin Ingram and Pam Rostron stepped 
down after serving the full six years, while Mark Dennis and Ian Henning stood down after their first 
3-year term. 
 
The Council met thirty times during the year.  From March onwards weekly meetings were held by 
video-call concentrating on four key areas: worship and faith development; keeping Trinity 
connected; outreach and service; and Trustee matters.  After the initial frenetic stages of responding 
to our new situation, a post-lockdown work plan guided our discussions for the longer term, and in 
early June a Covid-19 survey was issued to the congregation to discover how lockdown was affecting 
the membership.  A considerable amount of Council time was devoted to risk assessments and 
planning for the safe return to church when it was possible. 
 
Ministerial vacancy   At the February Church Meeting, the appointment of Sandy McLeish as 
Vacancy Team Convenor was approved unanimously, and Elders’ Council approved the team 
membership in March.  Those serving are Sam Elliot and Catherine Paul (ex officio), Cathy Dundee, 
Lydia Khurshid, Andrew Melrose, Pam Rostron, Claire Wood and Alan Young.  Synod subsequently 
nominated the Revd Stephen Lewis (Minister of Twickenham and Hampton Hill URCs) as our Interim 
Moderator.  The Vacancy Team met once in person in March, and then five times by videocall to 
undertake some of the preparatory groundwork, prior to drafting a detailed Pastorate Profile. 
 
The Eldership   More than ever this year, each elder’s responsibility for pastoral care of our 
members and adherents was essential to the well-being of our congregation.  Elders were 
encouraged to keep in regular contact with their group of members, to discover any difficulties faced, 
and to encourage one another as a church community. 
 
In the Spring, Andrew Sutton retired as Elders’ Secretary after serving for three decades.  Week by 
week Andrew has been responsible for coordinating elders’ duties, and for all the arrangements for 
our Communion services.  We thank him for his long service and wish him a restful retirement.  
Alison Trehearn was appointed as the next Elders’ Secretary, in addition to her roles as our Synod 
Representative and minute secretary for Elders’ Council.  We are grateful to Alison for her 
commitment to all these roles on our behalf. 
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Trustees     The Elders’ Council (the Minister and elected elders) acting as the Trustees of Trinity 
United Reformed Church (Wimbledon) Charity, were responsible for the general oversight of all 
Church objectives and activities and specifically for the financial administration of the Church, 
together with the care and maintenance of the Church premises and manse.  Trustee matters were 
generally dealt with in the course of Elders' Council meetings; there was also one dedicated Trustees' 
Meeting (held online) during the year together with the Finance Team and our Independent 
Examiner.  
 
Membership     The number on the roll at 31 December 2020 was 163 (unchanged from 2019).  
During the year there were no baptisms and no new members were received.  One marriage took 
place.  There were no deaths.   
        
Teams     The work of our Teams (Children & Youth Work; Communications & Publicity; Finance; 
Property & Lettings; Outreach & Witness; Pastoral & Membership; Worship & Faith Development) 
has been greatly affected by events this year.  Some, but not all, have continued to meet regularly 
online, reporting to Elders’ Council.   
 
The pressure of other work this year has meant that the planned restructuring of the Teams has not 
been achieved.   
 
Alan Young retired as leader of the Worship & Faith Development Team after around seven years’ 
exemplary leadership, and he was succeeded by Pam Rostron.  Dodie Khurshid was nominated by 
Elders’ Council as leader of the Property Team.  Our thanks to them for all they have contributed, 
or will contribute, to Trinity’s life. 
 
Church Meetings     Circumstances meant that only the February Church Meeting was held in 2020, 
but our first online meetings of church members in June and November each attracted over forty 
participants by Zoom. 
 
Children’s & Youth Work   A Junior Church time was included in our online services each week, 
and activities and other materials were emailed to the children and young people and posted on the 
church website. 
 
In November we heard that our application for the Child Friendly Church Award had been approved 
for a third time.  Tom Hackett, the URC Southern Synod Children and Youth Development Officer, 
visited us at our Nativity service to present the award. Congratulations to all those involved in 
Children and Youth Work in the church. 
 
Messy Church went online this year, with two outstanding sessions in June and December when the 
themes were ‘Rainbows – a sign of hope’, and ‘Christingles’.  Although mainly for the children, these 
provided fun, stories, music and craft ideas which were enjoyed by all ages and attracted large 
audiences.  Our thanks to Susan Collins and her small team who have done so much to develop our 
Messy Church worship. 
 
'God is with us - everywhere', by Fay Rowland was the Nativity for this year.  Recorded by the 
children and young people from their homes, it was stitched together into a single film and shown 
as part of a morning service in December.  The traditional story with a twist was wonderfully 
entertaining, and our thanks go to all who took part, and to Sarah and Sam Elliot for producing and 
executing this special start to our Christmas. 
 
Music     Church music was a major casualty of the coronavirus pandemic, with no singing allowed 
in churches for most of the year.  Week by week, Andrew Davies has continued to provide us with 
recorded music for our Sunday worship, and the choir has added to our online worship on a number 
of occasions, a long and arduous task of recording individually and coordination by Andrew, but one 
which has received much appreciation.   
 
While we were unable to worship and sing together, the recorded Christmas Service of Carols and 
Readings that we could watch from our homes was a highlight of our Christmas services, although 
nothing can quite compare with the candlelit church at this season. 
 
Outreach & witness    As one of fourteen faith based organisations in Merton who share the Merton 
Winter Night Shelter, Trinity again hosted the Shelter on Sundays from January to March.   
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Two church members are members of Merton Citizens' leadership team, and active particularly in 
Citizens' work on housing and homelessness.  Other campaigns of Merton Citizens relate to refugee 
welcome and mental health.  Further members have joined in attending London Citizens' events. 
 
Christian Aid’s annual house-to-house collection in May was cancelled but moved online to rescue 
its major source of income in a year when the pandemic made even greater demands on its finances. 
 
We again supported the URC’s Commitment for Life collections during Lent, beginning with a special 
service when Hannah Jones spoke to us about her experiences of a URC-organised visit to Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, our partner region. 
 
The work of Merton’s Faith in Action (FiA) for the homeless and the Wimbledon Foodbank were both 
greatly affected by the pandemic, and the number of volunteers was necessarily reduced for much 
of the year.  We were able to maintain our Harvest giving to the Foodbank, and Christmas gifts for 
the homeless at FiA.   
 
Property matters     The major project this year has been essential repairs to the two flèche spires, 
involving replacement of rotten wood and damaged leadwork.  The design of scaffolding required 
proved much more complicated than originally anticipated and it was not erected until October, some 
of it inside the church to support the weight of the works above.  The project dragged on well into 
2021 but will ensure no further work is required in that area for many years. 
 
The Mansel Road Centre has been quieter than usual this year, as most of our hirers were unable to 
hold their classes for at least five months of the year and others, not at all. 
 
Once vacated by the Grant family in October, preparations were made to let the manse during our 
ministerial vacancy.   
 
Work continued sporadically on the garden at the rear of the church site, which has been funded 
from the Kenneth Young bequest. 
 
Social activities    The Wednesday Social Group met in February and March, but after March the 
church’s social events were, of necessity, very few this year.  An experimental Afternoon Tea on 
Zoom in early April was followed by weekly Coffee Mornings on Zoom when participants have since 
joined regularly for a chat and catch up from their places of isolation. 
 
Publicity & Communications    Communication has been all-important this year while we have 
been unable to meet together.  We have endeavoured to keep in touch with everyone through all 
means available – chiefly our church website, Facebook and Twitter accounts, and regular update 
emails to those who have subscribed. 
 
Trinity News has continued to be published – now mainly online.  Our church Directory, an essential 
source of contact details enabling (and encouraging) members to keep in touch, was reissued. 
 
Weekly email notification of the forthcoming church service has been sent and, for those without 
internet, a printed Order of Service has been mailed along with a copy of Trinity News.   
 
Easter cards and sunflower seeds, and Advent candles and Christmas cards were sent to church 
members. 
 
Mansel Road Centre   The Centre started the year just as busy as ever but from mid-February it 
became clear that Covid-19 would have a very big impact as hirers began to cancel bookings.  The 
Centre was closed completely from March until July.  When permitted to reopen, it did so on a limited 
basis with one hirer per day to allow for thorough cleaning to take place between hirers.  A great 
many changes were introduced to ensure the Centre was Covid-safe, including a one-way system, 
new signage and hand sanitiser units.  Fundraising began to try and offset some of the increased 
costs. September and October were busy again, and despite another lockdown in November, 
Wimbledon High School made use of our rooms to help them with social distancing; this, in turn, 
helped us out.  December didn’t really pick up fully because indoor exercise classes were still not 
allowed and other groups only had a few weeks left of term and so didn’t return.  
 
Elizabeth Scharinger, our Church Administrator, remained on full employment but working from 
home throughout in order to maintain consistent communication with existing hirers and new 
enquiries.  Our two caretakers were furloughed for the first full lockdown and have remained on 
part-time furlough ever since. 
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Looking back on this extraordinary year, what important lessons have we learned in 2020?  What 
are we thankful for this year?  How is Trinity different from a year ago?  What challenges did we 
overcome?  How did you maintain relationships with friends at Trinity?  
 
Our sincere thanks to everyone for all that they have done in 2020 and all that they continue to do 
to support the work of God here in Wimbledon. In very many ways this has been a difficult year for 
Trinity, but conversely it has also served to bring some of us closer together as we seek to do his 
work both at Trinity and in our daily lives wherever we may find ourselves. 
 
 
Sam Elliot & Catherine Paul 
April 2021 
 
 


