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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed, ‘Father, I 

have made your name known to my friends. They 

were always yours. You gave them to me, and I have 

been glorified in them.  Everything I have has come 

from you, and they believe that you sent me. I have 

protected them, I have guarded them, but now I am 

leaving and coming to you.  Holy Father, protect 

them in your name. 

‘I have told them many things so they would be filled 

with my joy. Holy Father, protect them in your name.  

‘I have given them your word, and the world hates them 

because they do not belong to the world, just as I do 

not belong to the world. Holy Father, protect them in 

your name. 

‘I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 

but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name.   

‘As you sent me into the world, so I send them into the world. Make them holy by your truth. Holy Father, protect them in your name.’                 John 17.6-19

 See Share the Word.

The potential of 
prayer
John 17.6-19 Easter 7 
Before his arrest, Jesus prays for his friends that they may be 
one as he is one with the Father. He asks that they may be 
protected in the uncertain times they face and made holy – i.e. 
set apart from the world’s unbelief – by the truth about who 
Jesus is. 

This week we explore Jesus’ prayer for his friends in 
uncertain times. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

When do you pray? Where do you pray? How do you pray? 
Take a bit of time before the session to reflect on your answers 
to some of these questions.

The ROOTS resources take account of people’s different 
spiritual preferences. These preferences were described as 
‘spiritual styles’ by Canadian theologian and practitioner David 
Csinos. The four styles, Word, Emotion, Symbol and Action, 
describe the way we interact differently with each other, why 
we prefer different styles of worship and what helps us to 
perceive and connect with God. Discover with the children 
what their preferences are – and find out your own too.   

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: a sand tray and play figures.

Thy Kingdom Come 13-23 May, see  for resources.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.16.

16-22 May 2021 • Easter 7

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Hickory, dickory, dock

We have a friend we can trust, 
who shows us that faith is a must. 
When things get tough, and life feels rough, 
walk even closer to God. 

Jesus, you returned to heaven 
promising to send your Spirit. 
As we wait, help us to pray 
with your friends around the world: 
come, Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

What is prayer? W E S A

You will need: a candle, craft materials, coins.

•  Ask the children some simple ‘getting to know you’ questions. 
Introduce the idea that prayer is about talking to God. This 
helps us to get to know God, and for God to know us. 

• Display the objects and discuss together that people pray in 
different ways. Jesus used words in today’s story; but some 
people like to spend time in silence, or to pray by creating or 
by doing something, e.g. raising money for charity. 


