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We’re back at church….. 
 
It was wonderful to be back at Trinity to have ‘live’ worship for our 
Pentecost service on 23 May, and to see friends again after five 
months of services on Zoom. 
 
If you’d like to come to any service, don’t forget you MUST 
register beforehand.  Please email 
churchsecretaries@trinitywimbledon.org.   
 
We look forward to seeing you. 

 
 

Sundays in June 
Sunday 6 June at 11:00 – Holy Communion 
led by Revd Alistair Cumming (Church of Scotland minister) 
 
Sunday 13 June at 11:00  
Service led by Dan Morrell (Media for Ministry Consultant 
and Children’s and Youth Outreach Worker)  
 
Sunday 20 June at 11:00 
Service led by Mr Peter Pay (General Assembly Moderator) 
 
Sunday 27 June at 11:00  
Service led by Revd Alex Mabbs (Minister at Brighthelme URC 
& Community Centre) 
 
 
Congregational Survey 
Our thanks to all who completed and returned their Surveys. The 
Elders' Council and Vacancy Team are very grateful to everyone who took 
the time to do this.  It will help them in preparing to call a new Minister 
and making plans for the future of our work and witness.  



Junior Church 

 
 
Junior Church is back in Room 1 in the Mansel Road Centre, starting 
at 11am and finishing at the end of the service.  Claire and Sarah and 
the whole team are so looking forward to seeing you and your 
families!  We’ve put lots of measures in place to keep Junior Church 
a safe place.  Please book your children's place in Junior Church and 
your own place in the main service by emailing 
churchsecretaries@trinitywimbledon.org.  If you have any questions 
at all, please do email Sarah Elliot.  
 
 
Church Family News 
Birthdays in June 
Many happy returns to those celebrating birthdays this month 
including Toby Collins, Mark Dennis, Jean Jerram, Olivia Li, Sarah Li, 
Amelia Lowe, Nathan Mansfield, Oliver Mansfield, Raychel Matika, 
Joyce Rochez, Joyce Sarpong, Olivia Scharinger, Annie Spain and 
Andrew Sutton. 
 
 
Church Secretaries’ annual review of 2020 
Each year we publish our Annual Review so you can read about the 
church’s activities.  The review of 2020, a very unusual year, can be 
seen here.  For a hard copy please contact the Church Secretaries. 
 
If you have any comments or queries about the content please email 
churchsecretaries@trinitywimbledon.org. 
 



Building works 
 
 
Finally, the work to the flèche spires has been completed. 
 
The project started out as a repair of some storm damage to the lead 
work on the main flèche spire and the replacement of some of the tiles 
on the roof above the church, but in the event it became nothing so 
simple.  
 
The scaffold work alone was a structural engineering challenge. The 
weight of the metal poles and wooden platforms that were needed to give 
access on the outside meant that we had to erect supporting towers 
inside. The tower below the flèche spire above the church had to go right 
through the chancel. The tower below the flèche spire above the Old Hall 
sat on the floor of that hall.  
 
Once access was gained to the flèche spires, a close-up inspection 
revealed that more than just a few repairs and some cosmetic work was 
needed. On the main flèche spire in particular, the lead work was seen to 
be coming to the end of its useful life after about 130 years’ service and 
the wooden cladding underneath it was noted to be weakened. In an 
instant, the scope of work went from removing bird guano and adding a 
lick of paint to securing the services of a carpenter to replace the wooden 
cladding and a specialist leadsmith to install all new lead work.  
 
Despite the increasing complexity of the works and the upturn in cost, 
Church Meeting opted to continue with them and also to apply to the 
Southern Synod for a grant as a contribution towards the unplanned 
expenditure. The end result meets the brief - spires that will stand proud 
for at least the next twenty years - and is there for all to see. Two 
renovated spires that gleam in the sunshine.  
 
Our sincere thanks go to Tim Cook of TDC Projects, our project manager, 
Francis Maguire of Maguire Brothers, our builders, and all the others who 
contributed from the structural engineer, the scaffolding designer, the 
scaffolders, the carpenter, the leadsmith, the workmen and so on. We 
thank the Synod for its support and the grant.  And we owe a special 
thank you too to Elizabeth Scharinger who has kept a close eye on the 
project for us and managed to navigate the Mansel Road Centre users 
through the works. 
 
Please come and have a look! 

Dodie Khurshid (Property Team Leader) 



  
 

New wooden cladding and new lead work 
 

  
  



    
  

Main flèche before  Main flèche after work 
 

   
 
Old Hall flèche before  Old Hall flèche after work  
  



Trinity URC – 2020 
Accounts: Outturn & 
Prospects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Elders’ Council, in their role as Trustees of Trinity URC Wimbledon 
Charity, approved its annual Report and Accounts for 2020 on 12 May. 
Those accounts show the first annual deficit since 2015 as a direct 
result of the Covid pandemic.  Let me tell you what they show. 
 
Trinity’s overall income in 2020 was £288,158 and its total 
expenditure £311,261, leaving a deficit of £23,103.  Income was 16% 
down on 2019, though this was a record year helped by the donation 
of the electronic organ, while expenditure was 5% down. However, 
these headline numbers disguise a lot of nuance.  The principal reason 
for the deficit is a 55% reduction in Lettings income because the 
Mansel Road Centre (MRC) was closed, wholly or partially, from March 
and is not likely to be back to normal occupancy until September 
2021; Open Plate collections were also down significantly (by 63%) 
because of the lack of in-person services. Moreover, the flèche above 
the chancel needed urgent repair following part of its lead cladding 
being blown off in storm Ciara last February. This has been a major 
project and the opportunity has been taken to make sure that both 
flèches (there is a second one above the Old Hall) are put in the best 
possible state to make best use of the scaffolding needed. 
 
Fortunately some of the membership stepped up, as I requested in 
Trinity News twelve months ago, so that the deficit was not as bad as 
it might have been. Planned Giving increased by 8% and some 
generous one-off donations were also received as well as a legacy 
from the much-missed Rosalie Bolland. In addition, the Furlough 
payments from government were collected plus an interim insurance 
payment for the chancel flèche.  In total, these exceeded all the repair 
costs on the flèches as well as the installation of a new boiler for the 
MRC.  
 



At the year end, Trinity’s unrestricted funds totalled £356,028, 5% 
down on 2019. These reserves are allocated as follows: 
 

General Reserve £100,000 
Roof Fund £125,000 
Major Repairs £31,004 
Technology £5,000 
Music  £5,000 
Total Designated Funds £266,004 
Unallocated £90,024 
Total Capital ex Restricted £356,028 

 
The Unallocated capital is going to be drawn on significantly to pay 
for the balance of the flèche repair costs, and other maintenance 
projects (in Room 1 and for brickwork) are in the pipeline. However, 
these reserves should be complemented by insurance monies in 
respect of both the flèche repairs and, more significantly, loss of 
income as a result of Covid. 
 
Overall, Trinity has weathered the first year of the Covid-19 pandemic 
in a reasonable state. As long as the MRC is able to re-open fully from 
September, any deficit for 2021 should be manageable especially if 
the membership responds as positively as last year. Many of you give 
generously through the Planned Giving scheme and a number of you 
have increased your regular donations in the last twelve months. The 
Planned Giving Secretary, Andrew Melrose, and I would be extremely 
grateful, if you have not already done so, to consider increasing your 
regular contribution. There has never been a more opportune time for 
us all to review the amount we give and if anyone is not in the 
scheme, please contact Andrew. Anything extra will help offset what 
is almost certainly going to be a second challenging year for Trinity’s 
finances. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me for a set of the 2020 Accounts or 
on any other financial matter. Planned Giving enquiries should be 
directed to Andrew Melrose (tel: (020) 7371 4073, email: 
andrew.melrose@hotmail.co.uk ). 
 

Robin Goodchild (Congregational Treasurer)  
Tel: 0771-4095007, email: robin.goodchild@sky.com 



 

 
  

Income in 2020
Open Plate

1%

Planned Giving
29%

Special Offerings & Fund Raising 8%

Income tax refunds
under Gi? Aid 10%

MRC Le3ngs
23%

Investment
Income

1%

One-off Income
28%

Total Income £288,158

Expenditure in 2020

26%

3%
6%

28%2%0%
2%

5%

22%

6%
Ministry & Mission Fund

Ministerial Costs

ULliLes & Insurance

Building Maintenance

CommunicaLons

Children & Young People

Other Church AcLviLes

DonaLons made

Church & MRC Admin

Other expenses

Total Expenditure £311,261



Kenneth Young bequest 
 
In his will Kenneth Young, late Trinity Senior Elder who died in 2016, 
left a bequest of £50,000 to Trinity - the Church with which he had 
been connected for 97 years. The Executors, with the agreement of 
the Church Meeting, agreed that the bequest should be used for a 
new front entrance to the Mansel Road Centre, a defibrillator, new 
pew cushions, new choir screens, for the cleaning of the pulpit and 
font stonework and, finally, for a new garden at the rear of the 
Church. 
 
This final project has been long in the planning - the design, 
construction and planting of a new garden at the rear of the Church. 
This was finally completed in May. It incorporates new fencing, a 
tiered garden, flowering trees along the upper boundary and 
extensive planting. At the front is the seat given by the Grimstone 
family in memory of Betty and Jimmy Grimstone, long-time close 
friends of Kenneth and Stella Young. 
 
It is hoped that the garden, which on summer days can be quite a 
sun trap, will be used and visited by birds, bees and other wildlife- as 
well as by Trinity members and friends.  Do come and see it when 
you are at the Church.  
 

 



Merton Winter Night Shelter 2020/21  
 
The Merton Winter Night Shelter (MWNS) project for 2020/21 has 
finally drawn to a close, at least for Trinity. The project has been so 
different it was renamed ‘Merton Emergency Winter Accommodation’ 
(MEWA). 
 
Instead of a group of guests moving every night to a different venue, 
five formerly homeless people have been accommodated in a 
spacious flat at the Wimbledon site of the Lantern Methodist Church, 
Griffiths Road, a venue known quite well by our eldership because 
several annual conferences have been held there. 
 
To recap, this flat was opened on 30 November and has been occupied 
by five guests supported by two volunteers ever since. Each guest 
has their own room so Covid social distancing was possible. An 
evening meal was provided but this has tended to be eaten 
individually, not communally, so the whole feel of the shelter has been 
quite different from previous years. The two volunteers have a 
separate room which has enabled them to maintain some social 
distancing too. However, prior to vaccinations, potential volunteers 
aged over seventy were excluded on safety grounds so affecting 
Trinity’s numbers significantly. In fact, despite some offers, we have 
not provided any onsite volunteers; Trinity’s support has been 
through providing the evening meal on a Sunday – the day on which 
we normally opened our shelter.  We have done this from 7 February 
to 30 May and our team of chefs, drawn from both members and 
friends of Trinity, is listed below. 
 
Up to the middle of April, the project had supported fourteen people 
and most of those who have left, have moved into long term rented 
accommodation.  For three months to 31 March, three guests stayed 
at the Premier Inn in the Broadway so increasing coverage through 
the coldest months.  While in the shelter, the guests have access to 
a variety of supportive care including help from Housing Justice to 
find more permanent accommodation.  We should also mention that 
the gender balance of the guests has been more equal than in the 
past.  Two of the five current guests are women and this ratio has 
been typical, rather than the predominantly male clientele we were 
used to accommodating. 
 



It is too early to say how the shelter will operate over winter 2021/22, 
other than to say it will happen in some form.  In the meantime, there 
is a celebration of MWNS’s 10th anniversary on Saturday 17 July in 
South Park Gardens, SW19 8QW.  Please do let us know if you would 
like to attend; we want Trinity to be well represented having been a 
founder member. 
 
Once the plans for next winter are clarified we will let you know.  
 
Ralph Goodchild (07515-783393 or ralph.goodchild@gmail.com) & Robin 
Goodchild (07714-095007 or robin.goodchild@sky.com) 
Trinity’s Chefs: Lies Goodchild, Grace de Grouchy, Ian & Matilda Henning, Roz 
Hubley, Christine & Michael Mackintosh, Sandy & Elizabeth McLeish, and 
Claire Wood & Robin Goodchild 
 
 
 

 
Queens Road housegroup 
 
The next Queens Road housegroup will be on 
Tuesday 8 June at 4pm by Jitsi link.  For further 
details contact Andrew Sutton. 

 
 
 
The ministerial vacancy 

At the date of writing, full feedback of the Congregational Survey is 
awaited. Once available, it will help the Vacancy Team, working with 
the Elders’ Council, to make further progress in preparing to call a 
new minister and to reflect what is to be said in our new Pastorate 
Profile.  
  
Progress is to be reported at the All-Members’ meeting on 24 May via 
Zoom, and the Vacancy Team will meet next (again via Zoom) in 
early-June.  We would value greatly your continued prayers.  
  
Please do call or email me if you have any questions about the 
vacancy at this stage  

Sandy McLeish, Vacancy Team Leader  
19 May 2021 



From the archives 
 
Fermented or unfermented – Trinity’s Communion 
debate 
 

 
 
When Trinity began in 1884 Communion was celebrated just four 
times a year.  With the help of the Elders the bread was passed 
around the congregation on silver plates and ordinary red wine was 
shared, using four chalices.  One of these chalices is still used today 
by the Minister, and the plates are still in regular use.  Gradually over 
the years the number of Communion services increased until it was 
celebrated monthly, at morning and evening services alternately. 
 
In the early years of the twentieth century some members became 
concerned at the use of alcoholic wine.  Matters came to a head when 
one of the Elders, Mr Sligh, resigned because he was unwilling to drink 
any form of alcohol, and it became apparent that other members of 
the congregation were ‘passing the cup’ or not attending Communion 
at all.  Some ‘felt debarred from urging their children to come forward 
for membership’ on this issue.  A compromise was reached - alcoholic 
wine was to be used in the mornings and unfermented wine at 
evening services. 
 
In 1922 some members began to complain at the use of the common 
cup, presumably on health grounds.  The Elders’ Session sought the 



views of the congregation and, after a lot of prevarication and delay, 
it was eventually decided to change to the individual glasses that we 
use today.  It took over two years to decide to make the change, the 
individual glasses being used for the first time in December 1924. 
 
Meanwhile there were more rumblings about the use of alcoholic wine.  
On several occasions Session considered the matter, but no decision 
was reached until, in 1933, the congregation was consulted and, 
following a lengthy discussion, Session voted 12-3 to use 
unfermented wine at all services.  Even then there was dissent and 
an Elder, Mr Cross, resigned in protest. 
 
And that, really, is where we stand today.  Unfermented wine is used 
at all our services and in doing so we are in line with the Methodist 
churches.  The Church of England and Roman Catholics, however, still 
use ordinary wine. The Anglicans do not consider it ‘legitimate 
practice’ to use individual glasses so, during the pandemic, only bread 
(wafers actually) has been served to communicants. 
 
 

 
 
 
Which brings us to the matter of gluten intolerance. Following 
requests, we now make gluten-free bread available at our 
Communion services.  The Anglicans provide gluten-free wafers.  But 
the Roman Catholics do not accept gluten-free bread as legitimate - 
although low gluten is apparently acceptable.  
 

 


