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Sundays in July
Sunday 4 July at 11:00 – Holy Communion
Service led by the Revd Bridget Banks (Moderator of
Southern Synod)
Sunday 11 July at 11:00
Service led by the Revd Bill Bowman (Retired Minister of
West Wickham URC)
Sunday 18 July at 11:00
Service led by the Revd Clive Gardner (Team Vicar, St Mark’s
Wimbledon)
Sunday 25 July at 11:00
Service led by Revd Bruce Stuart (Retired Minister of New
Malden & Thames Ditton URCs)

Sundays in August
Sunday 1 August at 11:00 – Holy Communion
Service led by Mr Mark Dennis (Trinity Elder & Assembly
Accredited lay preacher)
Sunday 8 August at 11:00
Service led by Trinity’s Worship & Faith Development Team
Sunday 15 August at 11:00
Service led by the Revd Ernest Yu (Emeritus Associate
Minister of Trinity)
Sunday 22 August at 11:00
To be announced
Sunday 29 August at 11:00
Service led by Katrina Clifford, including her ‘Sermon of the
Year’ entry to Preach magazine’s competition

Church Family News
Change of address
Sam & Sarah Elliot - 12 Lydden Grove, London SW18 4LL

Congratulations…..
to Joshua Scharinger who has been selected by Surrey Cricket Club
under 9’s. He was selected as one of 80 boys after a trial session
where 500 attended. He has been playing for Molesey Cricket Club for
the last few years and is now part of the under 9’s hardball team
playing league games against other local clubs. He will now have
specialist training throughout the summer at the Surrey Cricket
Centre in Guildford and will be given the chance to play matches
against other Surrey clubs.
…… and to two former Junior Church members
Charlotte (née de Grouchy) and Rob Gregory on the birth of Thomas
who weighed in 8lbs in the early hours of 1 June. Congratulations
also to his grandmother Grace!
Simon Trehearn, currently a Vice Principal at Quest Academy in
Croydon, has been appointed as Principal at Archbishop Lanfranc
Academy (also in the borough of Croydon but just on the edge of
Mitcham Common) from 1 September.

Birthdays
Many happy returns to those celebrating birthdays in July including
Cynthia Betts, Ellie Chau, Richard Dunfield-Prayero, Ian Henning,
Hannah Jones, Dodie Khurshid, Liam Matika, Janet Mutelo and Joshua
Scharinger.

And to those celebrating in August including Gayle Derrick, Sarah
Elliot, Robin Ingram, Gilli Lewis-Lavender, Cameron Lowe, Maddie
Lowe, Olivia Ray, Tania Ray, Elizabeth Scharinger, Marie-Francoise
Turrell, Christine van der Walt and Lesley Wilmot.
All family news for sharing in Trinity News can be sent to
churchsecretaries@trinitywimbledon.org

Queens Road housegroup
The next Queens Road housegroup will be on
Tuesday 20 July at 4pm by Jitsi link. For further
details contact Andrew Sutton.

The ministerial vacancy
The Elders’ Council and the Vacancy Team are
grateful to all those who provided responses to the
Congregational Survey received at the end of last
month. We were encouraged by the number of
respondents and what they had to say and suggest.
Those responses are being analysed and discussed, and will influence
our approach to the compilation and the eventual content of the new
Pastorate Profile. Its completion is an important next step as we
prepare to seek and call a new minister.
The Vacancy Team met again via Zoom on 10 June and intends to
report to members during September about the content of the
Pastorate Profile. We continue to value your prayers. Please do call
or email me if you have any questions about the vacancy at this stage.
Sandy McLeish, Vacancy Team Leader (17 June 2021)

Merton Winter Night Shelter update
Following up on our report in last month’s issue, a comprehensive
update was circulated by the organisers at the YMCA which states:
‘In February 2021, with support from Merton Council we made an
application for funding to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government (MHCLG) to enable the Merton Emergency
Winter Accommodation (MEWA) to be an all-year round project. In
mid-May we were unfortunately advised that we weren’t successful
with our funding application. We are awaiting detailed feedback as
to why the project wasn’t funded, via an MHCLG Advisor.
‘As a result, and without any further guaranteed funding committed
to the project – MEWA 20/21 came to an end at its original planned
end date of 31st May 2021. All remaining guests were successfully
moved on into accommodation, and many of the staff have found
new roles within YMCA St Paul’s Group (which includes
Wimbledon).
‘We are very proud of what we all achieved together with MEWA
20/21, which includes getting and keeping 13 people off the streets
of Merton during freezing cold winter weather – during a global
pandemic. None of this would have been possible without the
support of our volunteer network.
‘We are currently working with Lantern Church (Griffiths Road) to
see if can take a long-term lease on both flats to provide affordable
move-on accommodation to people who have previously been
affected by homelessness. If successful, we hope that this will be
up and running by autumn 2021.
‘Based on current Government guidance for night shelters, it is
unlikely that communal night shelters will return for winter
2021/22. Instead, it is likely that night shelters will use a model
similar to the centralised, self-contained model we used for MEWA
20/21.
‘As a result, we will be making an application to the Housing Justice
and Homeless Link jointly coordinated Winter Transformation Fund
21/22 to re-open MEWA for the 21/22 winter period.

‘If successful, we will need to find a suitable property or properties
from where we can run the project. If you are aware of any such
suitable properties, please get in touch!’
New YMCA staff
‘In April 2021, we
Specialist, Matt Penn.
is supporting the
Transformation Fund,
MEWA 21/22.’

welcomed our new Peripatetic Housing
One of the many tasks Matt has been given
funding application for 21/22 Winter
and if successful, supporting the launch of

MEWA 10th Anniversary Celebration Summer BBQ
‘On Saturday 17 July, between 3pm-5pm, we will be hosting a
bring-your-own picnic/BBQ at South Park Gardens, SW19 8PN.
‘This will be a time for us to celebrate the extraordinary work
carried out by the MEWA network over the past ten years. If you
can make it – we’d love to see you there!
We hope that there will be a great turnout
from Trinity on 17 July. As founder members
of the Night Shelter, we have been involved
for the whole ten years. Personally, one of
the rewards we get from our involvement is
getting to know Merton’s faith community
and appreciate that there are plenty of
people in the area who do care.
Please let us know if you’d like to attend
(previous volunteering is not essential) and
we’ll keep you updated with the arrangements, particularly, what food
you should bring and where precisely in South Park Gardens we’ll
gather.
Lastly, another shout out for our wonderful chefs who enabled Trinity
to provide the Sunday evening meal for four months: Lies Goodchild,
Grace de Grouchy, Ian & Matilda Henning, Roz Hubley, Christine &
Michael Mackintosh, Sandy & Elizabeth McLeish, and Claire Wood &
Robin.
Ralph Goodchild (07515-783393 or ralph.goodchild@gmail.com ) &
Robin Goodchild (07714-095007 or robin.goodchild@sky.com

The return of Film club….
again

We were just getting into the swing of Covid-safe Filmclub when
lockdown happened again at the end of last year, but since April we
have been able to start up again, much to the delight of our young
members. Beanbags are banned, and socially distanced seating and
facemasks are the order of the day, but so far we’ve been able to
enjoy ‘Source Code’, ‘Moon’ and ‘Went the day well?’
Duncan Jones, the director of the first two titles, responded to a Tweet
about the club watching his films, and one of our members, Tim, was
judged to be a Top 10 Review winner for his review of ‘Moon’, which
you can read below. It can also be read in the Critics’ Review section
of the film’s entry on IMDb.
It’s been great to be able to meet up again, and to give the young
people in the club something to look forward to after the strange year
they have had, so thank you to Trinity for continuing to support us.
Pam Rostron

Uh Oh Creepy (Review of ‘Moon’)
What starts out as a simple plot set in the future quickly turns into
confusion and mystery. The focus on the main character throughout
the film and the fact that he is really the only one present quickly
creates this sense of dread as the plot develops and you wonder what
he will do. The story does feel like it drags on slightly towards the end
but it is brought back together in a satisfying yet open ended ending.
A solid sound track enhances the nature of the film and its brief
visuals of the moon are stunning further adding to the experience.
Very enjoyable film and one I would recommend.
Tim

From the archives

Some of Trinity’s Fellowship of Youth meeting at the Manse with
Revd H Burns Jamieson in October 1962. In the picture are (back
row) Gill Stevenson, Mr Jamieson, Mary Robb, Andrew Gibb, Sandra
Drysdale and Judy Gibb. In front are Geraint Thomas, Sally Brien,
two unidentified young men (can anyone help?), Michael Coupar.
Dr David Sargent’s memoir
Dr David Sargent, son of Trinity’s late Senior Elder, Dr Eric Sargent
and his wife Margaret grew up in Trinity. He died recently but a few
years ago wrote a memoir of his life and career. Here is what he
wrote of his recollections of Trinity as a boy in the late 1920s and
early 1930s.
‘We went to church with great regularity at the local Presbyterian
Church in Mansel Road. The service began at 11am and seemed to
me to go on for ever, certainly until they introduced a system when
all the children went into the church hall during the sermon. That was
a lot more fun, we became the ‘Morning Stars’ and had a card which
was stamped each Sunday, when we had enough on the card we were
presented with stars of varying colours to wear on our coats.

‘When Dr Macgregor was the Minister the
sermons were very long, up to half an
hour. He was a bearded gentleman and
looked rather fierce. The good thing
about him was that he had a children’s
party at his house every year and he had
a magic lantern which showed coloured
slides on the wall. Church was always
preceded by the arrival of Granny and
Grandpa and then we all walked to
church together. I can remember sitting
next to Grandpa and fidgeting during the
boring bits. He used to give me a stern
but kindly look but Granny gave me a
sweet!
Revd & Mrs Macgregor

Mr Peter Pay, Moderator of
General Assembly, talking with
Revd Ernest Yu after the
service on 20 June

Trinity’s gardens in June

Legacies
and how they have
transformed Trinity’s
Accounts
I reported last month on Trinity’s
financial position. Around half of our
income comes from letting space in
the Mansel Road Centre; given that it
has been at least partially closed since March last year it is surprising
I was able to show that Trinity has unrestricted reserves in excess of
£350,000.
There was a small clue in Trinity’s 2020 accounts that report receipt
of a legacy from Ms Rosalie Bolland’s estate of £18,229. This was
one of the significant one-off grants and gifts that mitigated the
overall loss incurred of £23,103.
Over the years, Trinity has received a steady stream of legacies which
have enabled the church to build its capital reserves. This was
especially so from 2011-13 at a time when the cost of creating the
Mansel Road Centre was being repaid. The URC Southern Synod had
provided loans totalling £420,000 which were repayable in 5-yearly
tranches. Thanks principally to these legacies, our debts were cleared
and by 2014, the reserves exceeded £300,000.
Obviously I am very grateful for any bequest in a Will. There is a tax
benefit if over 10% of a donor’s net estate goes to charity; as a result,
HMRC reduce the Inheritance tax rate from 40% to 36% on the
taxable portion.
Please do contact me if you are looking at your Will. Bequests can be
specified as ‘Restricted’, i.e. for a specific purpose like major repairs
or ’Unrestricted’ so can be added to general funds. I would be
delighted to discuss the matters with you in strictest confidence.
Robin Goodchild (07714-095007 or robin.goodchild@sky.com)

At least we haven’t had this problem!

This sign was spotted by a friend of Robin Goodchild outside
Alfriston URC in Sussex and it seemed to warrant further
investigation! In fact the sign appears only to give half the
story……
It seems that, because, of a disagreement between himself and the
ordained minister George Betts, Mr Charles Brooker, a member of the
congregation, one Sunday, without any notice being given, arranged
for another preacher named Sands to conduct the service, and on
arrival at the church, Sands was conducted to the pulpit. When
Mr Betts arrived to take the service as usual he saw what happened,
quietly took his place in the family pew and the service proceeded.
This same Sunday, one Stanton Collins and his friends were drinking
at a local inn. They had no liking for Mr Brooker so when they heard
what he had done they rushed to the church and ordered Mr Sands
to come down from the pulpit. He refused so they forcibly ejected
him, breaking the balustrades of the pulpit in the scramble. They then
escorted Mr Betts to the pulpit, forcing him to stay there while they
mounted a guard around him. At their request, he continued the
service, starting with the hymn, “God Moves in a Mysterious Way!”

May 2021
From:
The United Reformed Church Finance Committee
To:
All members and adherents of
United Reformed Churches and our Local Ecumenical
Partnerships
It would be fair to describe the year-and-a-bit since March 2020 as
having been “different”, wouldn’t it? Lots of us have experienced
loss of loved ones, loss of income and perhaps jobs. All have
experienced periods of lockdown; periods without ‘non-essential’
shops; and continuous and extensive disruption to our ‘normal’
social interactions and relationships. The world we thought we
understood and could take for granted has been utterly
transformed. How many of us imagined at the start of 2020 that
we could go months without a haircut or without people not in our
‘bubble’ entering our homes?
As members of United Reformed Church congregations
ourselves, we understand much of what your church community
has experienced since March 2020. The absence of what is now
regularly labelled “in-person worship” for much (or all) of this time
has compelled us to turn to other ways of being church. Buildings
in which we used to praise God regularly have been shut, both to
regular worshipers and others who might have sought solace
within their walls during these desperate and troubling times. It has

been hard to maintain close fellowship with people we only meet
over Zoom (or the like) – if we are digitally enabled.
Financially, things have been extremely tough too. Plate offerings
have collapsed; some regular givers have had to reduce or entirely
stop giving to support God’s work; and those churches which hire
out their premises have seen income from that source disappear.
At denominational level, we feared that these financial troubles
would spell disaster for the URC’s Ministry and Mission (‘M&M’)
fund through which the URC has always supported and developed
our stipendiary ministers and Church Related Community
Workers. It would have been all too easy for congregations to
forget that for almost 49 years this fund (under various names) has
provided stipends, pension contributions and training for all
ministers throughout the three nations in which the URC operates:
so that ministry reaches where synods judge it to be most needed
and is paid for according to each congregation’s ability to
contribute (though the ways of determining that vary from synod to
synod). It was all very well to remind ourselves that the M&M fund
is meant to be the first call on every congregation’s resources if
the undertaking to financially support our ministers is to be
honoured. We feared that drastically reduced income would make
that impossible and that, because the need was less visible than
the other calls on your diminished resources, payments to the
M&M fund would have stopped first.
We are sorry if we ever doubted you.
It quickly became apparent that, although some congregations
had to reduce their pledged giving to the M&M fund, many more of
you were continuing to meet the 2020 commitments you had made
during better times, despite the struggles that required. At the start
of that year we had been expecting churches and synods to
contribute around £18.5 million to the fund. By the year end, all but
half-a-million pounds of that had been received. Since Church
House staff and committees managed to reduce their budgeted

expenditure by almost £1 million, your money enabled us to meet
the full costs of our Ministries, Education & Learning, Children’s
and Youth Work and Mission departments in 2020 as well as
covering amounts spent on safeguarding, denominational
governance and communications.
What is perhaps even more amazing is that, collectively, you have
pledged to give £17.3 million during 2021 despite the financial
problems caused by the pandemic being fully apparent well before
your offers for this year were made.
We are always grateful for the financial support given each year to
the M&M fund by all of you; but this past year has been
phenomenal.
Thank you to those of you who have been able to maintain or
increase financial support for your church congregation through
this difficult time. That has enabled those responsible for your
congregation’s finances to keep more money flowing to the M&M
fund than we expected.
Thank you for all your previous financial support to those of you
who, after prayerful consideration, have had to reduce or stop
giving in response to your changed financial circumstances.
Thank you for the pledges your congregation has made about
contributing to the M&M fund during 2021 even though you were
by then aware of the impact the pandemic was having on your
local congregation’s finances.
Thank you in anticipation for what you agree to offer to the M&M
fund during 2022 to enable the denomination to deliver ministry,
education and learning, children’s work and mission activity on
God’s (and your) behalf.
We are aware that synods have played a significant part in
encouraging and supporting many congregations with their
contributions to the M&M fund. We have separately written to

Synod Treasurers to express our thanks to them and their
colleagues too.
Of course, our giving for God’s work is in response to the amazing
generosity and love of God which we see in Jesus. Nonetheless,
it is important for us to thank every one of you for what you do for
God, your congregation and its and our denominational finances.
Thank you!
If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter,
please speak to your church treasurer who has been provided
with more detailed information. If they are not able to help
directly then they can get in touch with the finance team at
Church House.
Yours in Christ,
Ian Hardie (Treasurer) and John Piper (Deputy Treasurer)
- On behalf of the whole United Reformed Church
Finance Committee

The Christian faith must always have a particular concern for peace
and poverty. The environmental crisis too. I want people to see that
being a Christian is not a private thing between you and God, it’s
about the whole of life. Therefore, it has to be political. The Church
won’t be party political, but the Gospel requires us to be
peacemakers, it requires us to cry out for the needs of the poor, and
it requires us to be stewards of the creation.
Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York, ‘Reform’, April 2021

