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The Church in action...on the streets 

Trinity United Reformed Church 
By Email 
 
19th May 2021 
 
Dear Catherine, Sam and all at Trinity United Reformed Church, 
 
Grace, mercy and peace to you. We hope you are well and just wanted to update you briefly 
on some of our news from 2020/2021 and look ahead to the rest of this year. 
 
Invitation  An online evening with Merton Street Pastors for supporters and partners 

Tuesday 22nd June at 8pm 

We want to try something new this year and create an opportunity to connect with our 
supporters and partners to update you on our work. Please mark the evening of Tuesday 
22nd June at 8pm in your diaries. Given the challenges of planning ahead at the moment, 
we re going to focus on this event being an online event. Our volunteers are so passionate, 
they re an absolute privilege to work with and we hope as part of this event to be able to 
introduce you to some of them and some of the stories of God at work on the streets. 
 
Please follow this link to register for the meeting, 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpfu6vrjwiG9TfJds9dPR0GE14oR10ICbM. 
 

A quick look back on 2020 
On the streets 

We started the year as any other and had already patrolled the streets 19 times by the 13th 
March, which was a night out in Mitcham and turned out to be our last for a while. On the 
18th March, we decided to pause our patrols whilst we sought to determine the best way 
forward. If you didn t know, the street pastor volunteers are an amazing bunch, and one 
thing that surprises many people is that very few of them are young. The current count is 
one 80+, fifteen in their 70s, thirteen in their 60s, thirteen in their 50s and only seven under 
50s. As such, we wanted to make sure we made the right decision given the limited amount 
that was understood about Coronavirus at the time. The first lockdown was then announced 
and it became clear to the trustees we should take a break until the situation improved. 

As things started to open up, we first started to plan our return in July, ran a few pilot patrols 
with our team leaders in August before inviting the rest of the team to join in from September 
onwards. We then patrolled all the way up until 18th December, including through the second 
lockdown in November with the full support of the Police who said that our continuing, will 
be a good support to local people in difficult times.  In fact, the November lockdown was very 
much a time where street pastoring was like a mission to the one. However, we had some 
blessed times engaging with some of the rough sleepers who were around at the time.  

There were plenty of highlights after we returned to the streets. Many people were pleased 
to see us out again and there where a number of very powerful and memorable interactions 
on the streets with people that really needed the presence of street pastors in a moment of 
difficulty. One of the most powerful things we do is give people our time and a listening ear 
whether it s in a car park in Morden or at Wimbledon station or the pub in Mitcham who give 
us a cup of coffee half way round our patrol. 
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Prayer 

When we couldn t patrol, we decided to gather as a team on Zoom to pray for our community 
instead and it was brilliant to gather together in that way to pray in unity. We love to see 
Christians coming together across denominations in everything that we do. 
 
Finance 

We are so thankful to God for you and our other supporters which means we can report that 
in 2020 our income was £26687 and our expenditure was £25439. 
 

Looking forward to 2021 and beyond 
On the streets 

Given the seriousness of the Coronavirus situation at the start of the year, the trustees 
decided that once again we should take a break from patrolling in January and February 
although we have already resumed our patrols again from 5th March. As the restrictions have 
started to lift it has been good to see a few more people out in our town centres. 

We are currently starting to explore with our team how we can best contribute to the 
recovery from Coronavirus in the Merton Community which may see more opportunities in 
the longer term to train and deploy volunteers in different ways and crucially for some, 
perhaps at other times of the day rather than very late night on Fridays. Watch this space... 
 
Prayer 

We ve organised in person prayer meetings in the past and as described developed an 
online prayer gathering for our team when we ve not been patrolling. We feel a conviction 
that part of our role in Merton is to try and bring the Church together to pray in unity for the 
community. We re keen to explore with the churches whether there s a way we can naturally 
develop our online prayer meetings to be a way we can do this. 
 
Finance 

In 2021, we are aiming to raise £31200 to fund our activities for the year and thanks to what 
has already been given and pledged we have already have £20600 accounted for. Based on 
recent giving patterns and an entry in the London Marathon, we are hopeful that this should 
naturally increase to around £26500 throughout the year, but this still leaves us looking for a 
further £4700. Please could you consider if you might be able to make a one off gift in 2021 
or even sign up to give a small monthly amount to help us close that gap? 
 
If your Church would like to respond, please contact me using the details below. 
Any individuals looking to respond, please go online here to give via Stewardship, 
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20121763, or contact me with any questions. 
 
Our dream is to partner with every Church in Merton in the three areas of prayer, finance 
and volunteering to reach out to the community around us to pastor every person in Merton. 
 
Thank you once again and we wish you every blessing 

 

John Goddard 
Merton Street Pastors Coordinator


