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Church Family News

Baptisms
15 January - Gilbert & Sheryl Tam (adults), Gordon Tam, Gavin Tam
and Jacob Woo (infants).

|

Left to right: Gilbert, Gavin, Gordon & Sheryl Tam,
Winz, Jacob & Alex Woo

Members of the Chinese Group after the service

New members
Mr & Mrs G Tam (Gordon & Sheryl)



February birthdays

A very happy birthday to those celebrating this month, including
Graham Angus, Joan Dennis, Edelweiss Dunfield-Prayero, Martha
Khurshid, Hugo Malherbe and Tara Yu.

If your birthday has been omitted it's because we don’t know when it
is! Please let us know the date.

In memoriam...

News reached us in December of the death of David Ross. David was
a lay preacher who occasionally conducted services at Trinity in the
1990s and, more regularly, at Putney (where he was a member) before
moving to Gibraltar. Some of the longer standing members of Trinity
will remember him fondly as he was an excellent preacher.

We were shocked to hear of the sudden death of Donalda Dewar, a
South African who was a member of Trinity in the 1990s; she served
as one of our Deacons. Donalda had been living in north London most
recently.

Sign up for Trinity updates!

If you'd like to receive occasional emails about services, news and
activities at Trinity, click the ‘Subscribe’ button on our website
(www.trinitywimbledon.org).

Have you moved house?

In order to keep our mailing lists and other records up to
4 date, please let us know when you change your address.
“ (email: churchsecretaries@trinitywimbledon.org)
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1 Wed 20:00 Elders’ Council

3 Fri 20:00 Film Club

5 SUN 10:30 Elders’ Meeting

11:00 Morning worship with Holy

Communion led by members of
Elders' Council

12 SUN 11:00 Morning worship led by
Mark Dennis ('The greatness &
goodness of God' - Psalm 100)

19 SUN 11:00 Morning worship led by
Mark Dennis ('God knows
everything' - Psalm 139)

22 Wed Ash Wednesday

23 Thu 20:00 Church Meeting

24 Fri 20:00 Film Club

26 SUN 15t Sunday of Lent

11:00 Morning worship led

by Mark Dennis ('The songs of
ascents - psalms of pilgrimage' -
Psalms 120-134)

27-12 Mar Fairtrade Fortnight
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ECO ¥ CHURCH

Silver Eco Church
Award Certificate
~ [

In December we were glad to hear from A Rocha that we'd been
awarded a Silver Eco Church Award. Congratulations to everyone, but
especially to those on our Outreach & Witness Team who put our
application together.

The letter we received said:
"I am delighted to confirm your award. Well done to everyone involved
in reaching this milestone!

....... Our overall aim of the Eco Church award scheme is to celebrate
the ways that church communities have been engaging with caring for
the earth as a key part of our Christian faith. As a silver-awarded Eco
Church, we encourage you to celebrate your award achievement.... It
is so encouraging to see you sharing about your Eco Church journey
on your church's website, and we encourage you to continue to share
your story and your activities as an Eco Church in this great way.

Thank you for all you are doing to champion caring for creation in your
church."

SR S RO & a

CHURCH MEETING

Thursday 23 February at 8pm
in the Mansel Road Centre

If you are a church member or regularly worship at Trinity
we hope to see you at this meeting.




foodbahk

You may be interested to know how the Foodbank works.

Anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number of different
reasons. The Foodbank works with local agencies such as Citizens
Advice, children's centres, health visitors, doctors, schools and head
teachers who, if they feel that the person is struggling to put food on
the table, will issue a voucher. The voucher can be redeemed for a
minimum of three days of emergency food at the nearest Foodbank
centre.

Upon arrival at the Centre a volunteer will issue a warm drink and a
biscuit while a food parcel is being prepared. A volunteer will be
available for a chat. The food parcel is packed in supermarket carrier
bags.

A typical food parcel contains breakfast cereal, soup, pasta, rice, pasta
sauce, tinned beans, meat, fish, vegetables and fruit, rice pudding/
custard, tea/coffee, sugar, long life milk, juice, biscuits and snacks.

Please continue to contribute by placing one or two items in our
Foodbank trolley in the Mansel Road Centre - the gifts are taken
regularly to the depot in Morden where they are gratefully received.




Traidcraft & Eco Living stall

Our Traidcraft stall is available on some Sundays in the Old Hall after
the morning service.

This stall sells handmade, ethical, fair trade gifts. Our sustainable
range of future-proof groceries also includes a Great Taste Award
winning range of Fairtrade tea, organic coffee, organic chocolate. We
also sell eco-friendly cleaning products for the home.

As a result of the recent questionnaire to the congregation, it became
clear that some of our members would be interested in trying eco-
friendly products but don't necessarily want to have to buy a lot before
knowing if they like them. Therefore, we
have set up an account with a company
called Eco Living and we will be selling
their products alongside the Traidcraft

% Stall.
ecol: - »
IVing Some of the things you can expect to
wholesale partner ™ find from Eco Living are: compostable

cleaning cloths, natural bleach, citric

acid for cleaning bathrooms, recycled
toilet rolls, surface spray, toothpaste tablets and many more
interesting items. These will be sold at wholesale prices, providing you
with the chance to try them more cheaply than the shops.



https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/gifts
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/drink/tea/fair-trade
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/drink/coffee/organic
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/food/confectionery/chocolate/organic

Queens Road housegroup

@@N The Housegroup will next be meeting at 8pm on
\ Wednesday 8 March at 217 Queens Road,

)
“House =, wimbledon.
“ roup >
b @ We will be continuing our study of the Book of Ruth.
a As always, we would be pleased to welcome
anybody who is interested in reading and getting to know their Bible,

as well as meeting with fellow members, in an informal way. Andrew
Sutton or Alan Young would be happy to provide more details.

Lent 2023

Watch out for Worship & Faith Development Team's
plans for Lent.

(\:’:CARE

Do you have good quality furniture you could donate to a good cause?

Contact the Christian CARE Furniture Project!

We are particularly in need of
e strong wooden bed frames
chests of drawers
manageable wardrobes
modestly sized sofas with fire labels
compact dining tables and chairs

For more information see:
https://www.christiancaremerton.org.uk/projects.html

Email offers to

christiancaremerton@gmail.com - attaching photo and measurements



https://www.christiancaremerton.org.uk/projects.html
mailto:christiancaremerton@gmail.com
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Faith - Hope - Love - Since 1972

URC's 50th anniversary service — new date
announced

We're delighted to announce that the new date is Saturday 15 April
2023. In an ideal world, we would have opted for a longer gap after
Easter, but we hope that as many members and friends of the URC will
be able to join us for our delayed anniversary celebrations.

The Service of Thanksgiving & Celebration will be at 3pm-5pm at
Methodist Central Hall Westminster, SW1H 9NH, where the Uniting
Assembly took place in 1972.

The Open Church House event at 86 Tavistock Place, WC1H 9RT, will
also take place on 15 April from 10am-12 noon.

Tickets

If you have a ticket and are able to come to the event on 15 April,
please do nothing - your ticket is still valid. Please bring it/them on
the day.

If you would like more tickets, please visit https://bit.ly/urc50 and
amend your order.

If you are no longer able to attend, please visit https://bit.ly/urc50 and
select Cancel Order. This will free up your tickets for others. Or
email 50@urc.org.uk and we can cancel the order for you.

Anniversary Choir

If you would like to sing in the Anniversary Choir, you can find out
more details and the dates of the rehearsals and register online for it
here, or at https://tinyurl.com/yxfxbk2b.

Stewards and enquiries

If you are able to volunteer as a Steward at the service, please
email 50@urc.org.uk which is also the email address for any enquiries
relating to the new date.


https://clicks.eventbrite.com/f/a/XN6afX0xUjsPkOZqDNjErA~~/AAQxAQA~/RgRleJqFP0QUaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvdXJjNTBXA3NwY0IKY5AFZ5djpy_fJ1IXYW5keS5qYWNrc29uQHVyYy5vcmcudWtYBAAAAAA~
https://clicks.eventbrite.com/f/a/XN6afX0xUjsPkOZqDNjErA~~/AAQxAQA~/RgRleJqFP0QUaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvdXJjNTBXA3NwY0IKY5AFZ5djpy_fJ1IXYW5keS5qYWNrc29uQHVyYy5vcmcudWtYBAAAAAA~
mailto:50@urc.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/join-the-50th-anniversary-choir/
https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/join-the-50th-anniversary-choir/
https://tinyurl.com/yxfxbk2b
mailto:50@urc.org.uk

Commitment

'oriLife

As in previous years our annual collection for Commitment for Life will
be during Lent. On two Sundays during Lent, 26 February and 5 March,
there will be envelopes in the pews for donations in cash or cheques.
Cheques should be payable to 'Trinity URC Wimbledon'. Or it's easy to
donate on the Trinity website using this 'Donate' button.

If you make an online donation for Commitment for Life (CfL) please
let Robin Ingram (robin.h.ingram@gmail.com) know that the donation
is for CfL.

As it says on the CfL website, (https://tinyurl.com/yc22nhft) CfL is the
URC's global justice programme offering resources to facilitate prayer,
advocacy, and effective action for the most vulnerable people in the
world. It has been running for over twenty-five years.

Trinity signed up to support CfL some years ago. CfL is a way in which
churches support Christian Aid projects. 75% of the money raised goes
to specific Christian Aid projects in three parts of the world
(Bangladesh, Israel and the occupied Palestinian Territory and
Zimbabwe), and 5% to Global Justice Now which campaigns for a more
just and equal world. The rest pays for the administration of the
programme.

Although the money raised goes to all three country projects, churches
are encouraged to ‘partner’ one specific area. Trinity is linked with
Palestine and the Occupied Territory. I put information on the notice
board from time to time.

In Israel and the occupied Palestinian Territory the project works with
more than twenty Israeli and Palestinian organisations to protect
human rights, access services, and build peace based on justice for all.
Its development and humanitarian relief reaches Palestinians and
Israelis; Jewish, Muslim, Christian and secular. It works to encourage
dialogue and understanding between all sides.

- Margaret Tulloch


https://tinyurl.com/yc22nhft

Our prayers of intercession

on Sunday 27 November (Advent Sunday) were led by Alan
Young who has given permission for them to be reprinted here.

Give us a sense of your presence, Lord, as we bring our prayers and
requests to you, and enable us to open our hearts and minds to you.
Let us pray.

First, a prayer for our world

Almighty God, it is your will that all nations should live in harmony and
understanding with one another. We ask you to look mercifully upon
our world today and heal the sorrows and sufferings of your people.
Open the eyes of the leaders of the nations to show them that peace
is the wise way to the prosperity of every country. We pray especially
for Ukraine and ask that as winter bites there may come peace and
settlement.

Save the nations from the lust for power, from racial hatred and from
jealousy.

Grant Lord that in every land the rule of tyranny may be broken, that
righteousness may triumph and that all people may learn to serve you
in peace and freedom.

A prayer for children

Lord Jesus, you enjoyed the happiness and security of your home in
Nazareth and in your ministry gave your blessing to little children. We
ask that you hold the children of our church and families, especially
those in Junior Church but also the many who pass through our doors
during the week, in your love and protection.

We ask too for your love and protection on all children who are unloved
or unwanted, and those who are abused in any way.

We pray for parents, teachers and all who have care for the children in
their trust.

Have mercy on them.

We pray for those who live alone

Be with them, Lord, if they are separated from loved

ones by bereavement or in a solitary life, chosen or

enforced.

Inspire us to use our influence in releasing the

resources of society for those who are lonely, weak

or underprivileged. \



A prayer for our churches

We ask your blessing on our churches, Lord, especially those of the
United Reformed Church. We pray for all who serve in different areas
of your Church. We ask your special strength on all ministers engaged
in services in the busy days leading up to Christmas.

We ask your blessing on all who serve your Church in any way.

We thank you that within the family of the church we find friendship
and are grateful for the prayers of those around us.

For those who are troubled or unwell

We pray for anyone known to us who is troubled.

Those who are undergoing medical tests and consultations, give to
them a quiet trust and peace.

Give to those caring for others strength and the ability to cope with the
strain of offering support.

This week we are asked to pray especially for our neighbours in Mansel
Road.

We pray for health professionals, for carers in homes, nurses, doctors
and social workers. May those who are in need be offered the best
attention, valued and cared for as your children.

And finally

We pray for our future, for the future of our world, our community, our
church, ourselves and those we love.

Open our eyes to see you at work in the world, show us what you are
calling us to do.

Open our minds to be ready for your coming.

Open our hearts to the saving love of your Son.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

e 7 el b st | 66 et | o 8
m K qp 1 TR
BN . T T T T G T N P N

The amount collected at our annual Gift Day 'For
Others' in November was £9,950 (which reached
3 £12,215 with Gift Aid). Our target was £10,000,
Gift Day so an excellent result. A big 'thank you' to all who
result contributed towards this event.




From the archives

@he Sunrey Independent

MID-SURREY STANDARD,

Wimhiadon, Mertoa and Tooting Mercury; Putney, Barnes, Mortlake, Rochampton and Wandsworth News.

The article below appeared in the Surrey Independent on 2 March
1889. At that time the Trinity congregation was worshipping in the
(Old) Hall, the Church having not yet been built. The congregation had
been founded five years earlier and Revd William Maxwell had been
inducted as Trinity’s first minister in May 1887.

The detail contained in the report might seem surprising to those of us
used to the minimal amounts of news contained in local papers today.
I wonder how involved the Police would be if a similar incident occurred
today.

BREAKING INTO A CHURCH

On Monday, Richard Emms, 16 Merton Lane, Mitcham, was charged
with feloniously breaking and entering Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Wimbledon and stealing therefrom about 15s from a missionary box,
the property of the Rev. W.]. Maxwell.

Alexander Hutchinson, verger (Church Officer), said that he left the
church secure at five o’clock on Sunday afternoon but upon returning
at a quarter past six to open up the church for evening service he found
it had been broken into.

Entrance was gained to the building by means of a window in the rear
which had been smashed with a garden fork, which was close at hand,
and the crossbar had been forced away. The reading desk on the
minister’s platform had been taken into the committee room and
broken into with a large hydrant key. A missionary box had been forced
open and the contents stolen. The thief had also attempted to open the
contribution box in the porch, but it proved to be too strongly made.

Witnesses had seen the prisoner loitering near the church during the
day and gave information to the Police.



Inspector Smith said that the window was about five feet from the
ground and a box had been placed against the wall as a step.

PC Carver said that from information received he went to the coffee
tavern in Mitcham where prisoner was lodging. He examined prisoner’s
hands and arms which were slightly cut and then told him that he was
taking him into custody for breaking into the Presbyterian church at
Wimbledon that evening. Emms replied ‘I didn’t break into the church.’
He then examined prisoner’s trousers, in one of the pockets of which
he found 11s 6d in silver. Replying to how he accounted for that the
prisoner said that he had earned it sweeping crossings during the last
three days.

The proprietor of the house told him Emms had that night paid him 2s
4d for his weeks lodging in advance, a thing he had never done before.
On the way to the station prisoner said ‘I saw a big boy hiding the
money in a field near the church and after he’d gone away I went and
got it.’

Witness compared footprints in the church grounds with prisoner’s clog
boots and found that they corresponded.

Mr Plowden remanded the prisoner until Tuesday, when he was
committed for trial at the Central Criminal Court.

Subsequent investigations reveal that Richard Emms, a 14-year old
errand boy, admitted to a previous conviction and was duly sentenced
to four days in Wandsworth Prison. Sadly we have no information
about what happened to him after this.

CEnT  Lentient Lent
4 > ® N
"Lent stimulates us to let the Word of God penetrate
our life and in this way to know the fundamental truth:
who we are, where we come from, where we must go,

what path we must take in life...."
- Pope Benedict XVI



Merton Winter Night Shelter 2022/23
Post Christmas update

You will recall from my last Trinity News article that the Merton Winter
Night Shelter (MWNS) is back in action after a two-year absence
because of Covid and opened on 5 December. I am delighted to report
that everything is proceeding well and, in particular, the Shelter’s
homeless guests very much enjoyed being able to stay at Trinity for
48 hours over Christmas and Boxing Day. I greatly appreciated your
messages of support and interest even if virtually all the volunteers
came from outside of Trinity. In fact, no less than eight faith group
venues from within the MWNS alliance contributed volunteers to help
us.

When you read this, Trinity will just have started its first shift on
Sunday 29 January. We open at 2pm which enables our guests to get
off the streets as early as possible. The other venues don’t open until
the evening, not least because it is harder to find volunteers on
weekday afternoons. We are serving a supper comprising pork + a
vegetarian option, as well as meeting any specific dietary requirements
that arise. Tea, coffee and soup will be available at all times. Our
guests leave by 8.30am after breakfast, in time for the Old Hall to be
ready for its first hirers at 9.00am.

Our guests are all tested for Covid on arrival three times per week and
volunteers are also asked to make sure they are infection-free before
arriving. So far only one guest has tested positive, and he was isolated
in a caravan hired expressly for this purpose, which is located close to
St Mary’s, Wimbledon Village (it is visible from the road if you go past).
I'm pleased to report he wasn't seriously ill and was able to leave
isolation after seven days when he tested negative.




Our volunteers are divided into four shifts — the afternoon from 14.00-
17.00 including setting up; the evening from 17.00-22.00 including
preparing, serving and clearing up supper; the overnight shift from
22.00-06.00 to ensure everyone stays safe (this comprises two people
one of whom needs to be awake); and the morning from 06.00-09.00
when breakfast is served and the premises cleared up.

Trinity’s contribution on a Sunday is part of the second block of seven
venues each covering a specific day of the week. Our last shift is
scheduled for Sunday 12 March unless the weather is very cold then
and we are requested to extend for an extra week. Notwithstanding,
our last shift will mark the end of the 2022/23 MWNS service and I
hope those guests still with us that night will all have a comfortable
place to spend their next evening. The MWNS management, together
with Faith-in-Action, work hard to get guests into appropriate housing
but that normally involves prior steps like resolving immigration issues
and access to benefits.

I'm very excited that MWNS is operating again this winter and Trinity
is a key participant. Our volunteer rota is largely complete but if you
are interested in participating, do please contact Ralph Goodchild at
ralphgoodchild@gmail.com or me.

- Robin Goodchild (robin.goodchild@sky.com)

Eco Day success

The Craft & gift
fair attracted
many visitors



mailto:ralphgoodchild@gmail.com
mailto:robin.goodchild@sky.com

Our Eco Day on 10 December
last year was a huge success,
raising £1,209 for Sustainable
Merton.

The craft and gift fair had so
many interesting and varied
stalls selling products from
recycled silver jewellery to
handmade African baskets, from
natural soap to handmade
Christmas cracker crowns.

The clothing exchange, which
was the first one Trinity has
held, had a steady flow of
people bringing clothes that
they no longer wear and
swapping them for something
new to them. Someone has
even taken the idea back to
their own Church because they
were so impressed with the
idea.

The wreath-making workshop
produced some lovely Christmas
wreathes and provided a very
festive feel.

Our thanks go to everyone who
helped plan this event and to
those who helped on the day.

'‘Wow - that is a very generous
amount, thank you so much
from all of us at Sustainable
Merton’ - from Diana Sterck,
CEO Sustainable Merton.



Trinity and Merton Citizens

This is an update about Trinity’s membership of Merton Citizens, going
back to our involvement in the foundation of Merton Citizens and its
first Assembly in 2018.

Merton Citizens is part of Citizens UK, which
is the home of community organising in the
UK and, to quote its website,

® MERTON

“..organises communities to act c'Tizens
together for power, social justice and

the common good. ........Our diverse
member organisations include schools,
churches, mosques, synagogues,
parents’ groups, health practices,
charities and trade unions. We help these members to develop
leaders, so they can participate in public life and hold politicians
and other decision-makers to account on the issues that matter to
them.”

Merton Citizens’ current members are 17 faith, education and
community institutions across the borough, including some churches
that we know through our joint involvement in the Merton Winter Night
Shelter.

Currently Merton Citizens are campaigning in four areas: housing;
mental health; cost of living and living wage; and refugee and migrant
welcome. Since the local elections in May 2022 we have been meeting
elected councillors, including the leader of the council, cabinet
members and council officers, including the Chief Executive, to press
for action on issues raised at our Election Assembly last April.

On housing, the council have agreed to work jointly with Merton
Citizens and YMCA residents with lived experience of homelessness to
provide further training for housing officers; and have committed to
using council-owned sites across the borough to build affordable and
social housing for rent. They are also working on improving
enforcement of decent rented housing standards and introducing
landlord licensing for private sector rented homes.

On mental health, Merton Citizens have been working with Citizens
groups in other South London boroughs in the ‘South London Listens’



campaign, culminating in an Assembly at which NHS leaders made
ground-breaking commitments around access to mental health
services, community embedded workers and services for young people.
In Merton, our member institutions are leading by example and
becoming ‘Be Well Hubs’ — providing training and spaces for advice and
referral points. We hope Trinity people may be able to support a hub
nearby.

Since the elections the council have committed to becoming an
accredited Living Wage Employer. Merton Citizens have held
discussions with the leader of the council on two occasions, and in
January 2023 Merton Council gained accreditation. We look forward to
working with the council to encourage other employers in the borough
to become accredited.

Merton Citizens are also committed to supporting migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers. Merton was a pioneering borough in Community
Sponsorship, providing homes and support for refugee families from
Syria, and there are now three sponsored families living in Merton. A
further application to sponsor has been accepted by the Home Office.

Nearly two years ago Merton Council declared itself a borough of
sanctuary for refugees and asylum seekers. Following a listening
campaign focussed on issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers,
Merton Citizens wrote a Sanctuary Strategy report asking that Merton
should become an Accredited Borough of Sanctuary. This would involve
giving real substance to the council’s earlier declaration. The report
was given to the deputy leader of the council at a Citizens’ assembly in
June 2022 attended by many asylum seekers and refugees. The council
leader and officers are now keen to understand what would be required
and assess their capacity to do the work needed. We are meeting the
deputy leader, with City of Sanctuary (the accrediting body), early in
February for further discussions. We are encouraged by the positive
feedback that we are receiving.

So - there is a lot of work going on! Trinity members Robin Goodchild,
Ian Henning and Mike Tulloch are all engaged with different areas, and
would welcome other Trinity people joining them and strengthening
Merton Citizens’ work. You would also meet some inspirational people
from other local groups as well as getting a better insight into how local
government works. If you are interested, or would like to find out more,
please speak to any of us.

- Mike Tulloch



BEATITUDES FOR TODAY

Blessed are those who are needed, for they will find purpose in serving.

Blessed are those who are involved, for they will discover the joy in
teamwork.

Blessed are those who are noticed, for they will bring forth surprising
gifts.

Blessed are those who are rewarded, for they will create a culture of
gratitude.

Blessed are those who are listened to, for they will foster a love of
learning.

Blessed are those who are given space to grow, for they will find out
what they were put on this earth to be.

Blessed are those who are challenged, for they will reveal what they’re
really made of.

Blessed are those who are trusted, for they will become leaders
themselves.

Final copy date for the March edition of
Trinity News is 20 February.

Please send items to
catherine.f.paul@btinternet.com

Trinity News
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