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ADECEMBER SERVICES

Trinity's Christmas Celebrations

Christmas presents a wonderful opportunity to invite your friends,
neighbours, and colleagues to join us for the celebrations at Trinity,
regardless of whether or not they are regular churchgoers.

We will come together to enjoy uplifting music and inspiring readings.
Your presence, along with those you bring, will make this occasion truly

special.

7 Sun
14 Sun
21 Sun
24 Wed
25 Thurs
28 Sun

Second Sunday of Advent

11:00 Morning Worship
with Baptism & Holy Communion
Please bring your gifts for Faith in Action
and Christian Care

Third Sunday of Advent
11:00 Morning Worship

18:30 Service of Readings & Carols by Candlelight
followed by mulled wine & mince pies

Fourth Sunday of Advent

11:00 Morning Worship with a retelling of the
Nativity story - a ‘pop-up’ performance more
or less from scratch

Christmas Eve
17:30 Christingle Service with the traditional making
of a Christingle

23:15 Service of Holy Communion by Candlelight

Christmas Day
10:30 Christmas Morning Celebration

11:00 Morning Worship



December Reflection

Greetings Friends,

The halls are decked with boughs of holly,

shop windows are decorated to make us jolly,
people are wearing festive apparel,

and churches are singing the ancient Yuletide carols.
Advent is here, bringing Christmas cheer!

For many people, Advent is a special time of year because it marks
the official countdown to Christmas, encourages reunion with loved
ones, creates a festive atmosphere, and provides an excuse to
watch cheesy films and shows. On top of this, Advent also helps us
remember our shared stories.

What do I mean?
Well, let me tell you one such story.

Once upon a time, there was a man named Nicholas who lived
during the 4t Century in ancient Rome, modern-day Turkey. As a
child, Nicholas was no ordinary boy; coming from a wealthy
Christian family, he stood out from his peers for his piety and
generosity toward those in need. Later, when he grew up, he was
appointed as the Bishop of Myra. Throughout his life, he gained a
reputation for his kindness and miraculous deeds, earning him the
title of ‘Nicholas the Wonderworker' because of the many miracles
attributed to him. These included saving sailors, providing dowries
for poor girls, and even resurrecting children
from the dead. One of his most famous acts
involved secretly delivering bags of gold to a
poor man to prevent his daughters from being
sold into slavery. Robin Hood, eat your heart
out!

In fact, Nicholas's deeds were so great that
his name spread far and wide, and he is still
acknowledged today as a saint by both the
Eastern and Western branches of Christianity.




In case you have not already figured it out, Nicholas was the main
inspiration for the rotund, bearded figure we recognise as Father
Christmas, also known as Santa Claus. However, there were no
magical sleighs, elves, or red-nosed reindeer, but what remained
was something greater. Nicholas never sought fame or fortune, nor
did he take credit for his good deeds. Instead, he always directed
people to God. In this way, Nicholas followed in the tradition of
John the Baptist, who likewise did amazing things but never claimed
the credit for them, instead guiding others to the truth that:

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.’” (John 1:5-9)

The Father Christmas we know today is a far cry from St Nicholas,
who never sought legacy or reputation but aimed to glorify and
direct others to Jesus Christ.

This Advent, as we decorate our homes, don festive apparel,
embrace Christmas cheer, and sing Yuletide carols, let us also take
a moment to be grateful for the generosity we receive and reflect
on our own acts of kindness. May we be inspired by the example of
St Nicholas, who shone his light for Jesus, the real reason for this
jolly season. Indeed, may we celebrate the incarnation of Christ,
who is the one true Light.

With every blessing,

Dol ot

Revd Dr Jacob Bali

(The Minister's usual day off is Monday)



If you're on social media or on local Whats App groups..... we'd
love you to spread the word about our Christmas celebrations by
mentioning us. https://www.facebook.com/trinitywimbledon.org/

Christmas card delivery......

Again this year we will be producing a Christmas card
for distribution to homes in our neighbourhood. It will
give the dates and times of our special services, and
a greeting from Trinity.

Please help by signing up on the list in the vestry corridor to deliver to
a road or two. It really doesn't take much time and means a lot to
Trinity.

We're sparkling for Christmas!

Thank you to the twelve people who came to clean, polish and tidy our
church ready for Christmas. A great deal of dust, biscuit crumbs, sweet
papers, other rubbish and a recorder were found and removed. We
hope you'll notice the difference now that the church is sparkling once
again!




Church Family News

In memoriam
John Hugh Vanes Nowell: 6 March 1927-21 October 2025

Last month one of Trinity’s longest serving, and - NS
F30N

much loved, Elders died. Hugh and his wife
Carolyn joined Trinity when they moved to
Wimbledon in 1974 and he became an Elder in
1985. Throughout this period, and up until the
summer, Hugh, along with his elder sister Chris
Channer, was a key member of the
choir. As tenors are always in short supply in
amateur choirs, as a natural tenor Hugh played
an essential role. He was also a regular member
of our Badminton Club for many years - into his late 80s!

Hugh was born in Runcorn, Cheshire where his father was the director
of a tannery business. He read chemistry at Queens College, Oxford
graduating in 1949 and was a member of the College’s highly successful
hockey XI, though cricket was his favourite sport.

When he was a young teenager, he had made the life-changing decision
to give his life to God and took time early every morning to let God give
him direction. When he left university, he could have got a good job in
the petrochemical industry, but he felt called to work with Moral Re-
armament (MRA), and he went with MRA to Germany and France to
help their recovery from WW?2. This included a visit to Canada where
he met his future wife, Carolyn. His involvement with MRA, by then
renamed ‘Initiatives for Change’, led him into publishing and he led that
project for the rest of his career. In retirement, he was Joint Secretary
of the International Communications Forum for nineteen years, an
organisation that promoted the highest ethical standards among media
professionals.

Hugh was a true ‘gentle’-man who revelled in making people feel better
about themselves. He spent the last three years of his life at Kew
House. Even though he greatly missed Carolyn (who died in 2022), he
became a key figure in the welcoming bistro area, greeting residents
and their visitors, which was much appreciated.

And his strong faith and general positivity shone throughout his life.
This was demonstrated when he made a crucial intervention at a



Church Meeting (c.2004) when the creation of the Mansel Road Centre
was being debated; fund-raising had slowed and would we reach our
target? Hugh told the meeting we should trust that God wanted the
project to cement Trinity's future and his opinion carried the day, and
the result is here today.

Our prayers are particularly with his sons, John and Kent, plus his
evergreen sister Chris. Rest in Peace with Carolyn, Hugh - you deserve
it. - RNG

Our message to Wimbledon Synagogue

On behalf of Trinity, a letter of condolence and solidarity was sent to
Rabbi Schell and the Wimbledon Synagogue following the attack on
2 October in Manchester. We assured them of our prayers and
friendship.

Bequest

We were deeply grateful to receive in September a most generous
donation of £50,000 from the estate of the late Jane Middleton who
died in 2023. Jane was a much-loved member and Elder of Trinity.
Donations such as this are vital to the continued success of Trinity's
work and mission, and we are truly grateful for this support.

December birthdays

A very happy birthday to those celebrating this month, including
Andrew Davies, Chris Jeffery, Winnie Kwok, Titus Lee, Dena-Jo Nunoo,
Anni Struthers, Johannes Van der Walt, Sophia Van der Walt, Hailey
Wong, Jacob Woo and Janet Young.

Donations towards the shower project

Our thanks to all those who contributed a total of £22,000 (including
Gift Aid reclaims) towards the Shower Project.



A DECEMBER EVENTS
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20:00

20:00

Queens Road housegroup

Elders’ Council

"Hope Explored" Advent course

12:30
13:00-
14:30

20:00

09:45
10:30

10:30

Soup & bread, followed by
"Hope Explored"
in the Mansel Road Centre

"Hope Explored" via Microsoft Teams in the
comfort of your own home

Trinity Toddlers

Elders’ Pre-Communion Service meeting

Lettings Team

"Hope Explored" Advent course

12:30
13:00-
14:30

20:00

10:00

20:00

Soup & bread, followed by
"Hope Explored"
in the Mansel Road Centre

"Hope Explored" via Microsoft Teams in the
comfort of your own home

Decorating the church for Christmas

Property Team

"Hope Explored" Advent course

12:30
13:00-
14:30

20:00

Soup & bread, followed by
"Hope Explored"
in the Mansel Road Centre

"Hope Explored" via Microsoft Teams in the
comfort of your own home



Hope Explored

AN ADVENT COURSE
led by the Minister

You are warmly invited to join us, either in person or online, on

Thursdays 4™, 11" and 18™ December

Over three sessions, Hope Explored presents the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus, and provides an opportunity to discover how
he fulfils three great longings we all experience: the longing for
hope, peace, and purpose.

The structure of each session is simple: a short Bible study, a talk
and a discussion based on the talk.

There will be two opportunities to take part each Thursday:

12.30pm - Soup and Bread, followed by
1.00-2.30 - Hope Explored in the Mansel Road Centre

8.00pm - Hope Explored via Microsoft Teams in the
comfort of your own home.

We hope offering two options will
encourage as many people as possible to "
share in this chance to explore our faith |
as we prepare for Christmas.

Please sign up for whichever session suits
you best - you can even mix and match -
using the sign-up sheet available in the
corridor in the Mansel Road Centre, or
email office@trinitywimbledon.org.




GChristian

CCARE
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

Last year with your help we provided hampers to over 40
families that we have worked with throughout the year.

We would appreciate your support to help make their celebrations
special again this year.

Please fill the large bag with items for a family of 4:

1 Bottle of Sparkling non-alcoholic drink
1 Large Christmas/Chocolate pudding or 4 mini ones
1 box of Mince Pies

1 Chocolate Log or Stollen

1 tin/box of Fancy Biscuits/Shortbread

1 tin of Fruit

1 tin of Custard

1 jar of Cranberry sauce

1 packet of Stuffing

1 jar/packet of Gravy

1 Box of Chocolates or Children's sweets

The hampers are delivered to families with a supermarket voucher for
them to purchase fresh food plus presents for the children.

Please bring your hamper to church on
Sunday 7 December.

a ~
TRSR




Queens Road House Group

We will meet for the last time in 2025 on Tuesday 2 December at 8pm
at 217 Queens Road.

We will be studying Matthew chapter 25. We have now been studying
Matthew’s Gospel for a couple of years. From Advent Sunday our
readings in church will also be from Matthew, as the Lectionary starts
a new year, and, as mentioned last month, the online URC Daily
Devotions are already following this book.

‘ Our 2025 Gift Day collection will result in the
Gift § following charities (listed) receiving £500 each

with £2,000 being allocated to Disaster Appeals

Day in the year ahead.

Local Charities
Merton Winter Night Shelter South West London Samaritans
St Raphael’s Hospice Wimbledon Foodbank

National Charities
Alzheimer’s Research Cancer Research UK
Macmillan Cancer Support

International Charities
Médecins sans Frontiéeres British Red Cross
Save the Children

Thanks to everyone who has donated so far to this annual fundraising
for Charity - donations can still be made via the Donate button on
Trinity’s website or alternatively contact Robin Ingram.



Join the Outreach and Witness Team

Trinity's Outreach and Witness Team is responsible for encouraging and
supporting outreach and witness initiatives in the Merton community
and assisting in the development of ecumenical links in Merton. It is a
small team at present, consisting of Ian Henning, Mike Tulloch and our
Minister Jacob, with two other members on leave of absence while they
lead Trinity's Green Group.

The Team normally meets four times a year, and most of its varied and
interesting work consists of keeping in touch with projects in the
community which Trinity supports, such as the Winter Night Shelter,
Faith in Action, the Wimbledon Food Bank and Merton Citizens. The
team also organises speaker meetings, as well as liaising with faith
community groups such as the Wimbledon Green Churches Group, and
considers possible new outreach initiatives.

We would like to enlarge the team. Anyone at Trinity is welcome, and
you don't need to be an elder! If you are interested, please speak to
any of Jacob, Ian or Mike.

- Mike Tulloch (michaeltulloch@phonecoop.coop)

Our W
C MAS

This Christmas, our offerings at all our Christmas services (Carols &
Readings by Candlelight, Christingle, Communion by Candlelight, and
Christmas Day) will be donated to the work of Merton Winter Night
Shelter. You can also give online using the 'Donate' button on the
church website.



Faith in Action (Merton Homelessness
Project) - Christmas gifts

This year, to ensure that everyone is given similar gifts, we are asked
to donate unwrapped gifts, in a gift bag. The following items would
be appreciated:

Stretchy belts

Bumbags

Small wallets, possibly on a chain to clip to jeans or belt

Power banks (helps keep phones charged until they come to the

Drop in)

e Pre-loaded Oyster cards (useful for service users to get to
appointments, e.g. housing, medical etc)

e Socks

e Pants

Please bring your gifts to church on Sunday 7 December.

PP PP e PP e P E B DRE

Christian Aid

There will be a service of Challenge and Hope on
Sunday 7 December at St Stephen’s Church, Ealing
at 3.30pm where the Chair of Christian Aid, the Rt
Revd & Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE, Bishop of
London will be speaking.

Sarah Mullally is the Archbishop of Canterbury
designate. She will ‘share how the unstoppable power
of hope continues to inspire and challenge us to unite
in the fight against poverty and injustice.’

Refreshments will be served after the service. Our Christian Aid link at
head office, Liz Burrell, says if you have any questions please don't
hesitate to get in touch. LBurrell@christian-aid.org



Familiar faces in Trinity
This month we hear from Marco Chan

Daai6 gal hou2! KZER#F ! That's Cantonese for ‘hello everyone!” My
name is Marco Chan, and in this issue of Trinity News I'm honoured to
introduce myself and share my journey with you.

I was born and raised in Hong Kong,
as an only child to two teachers. My
favourite pastimes are reading and
- gaming, you can probably guess
where I pick these indoor hobbies
from. I do though enjoy a good
overseas trip, exploring cities and
cultures. My interest in urbanism
and geography prompted me to do
a degree in urban studies.

To pursue a better future in a
turbulent era, we moved to the UK
| in 2022 after I finished my Uni
degree. The journey and settling
presented their own challenges, but
we are very grateful that our prayers and faith enabled us to brave
those difficulties. We all learn that change is the only constant, and it
is God that grants us strength and direction when lost in a storm.

Two years ago, I came to Trinity in times of personal ordeal. It was a
slightly tricky dental condition, and my anxiety was mounting. I kept
praying to God for guidance and strength. Fortunately, I was arranged
to be seen by a specialist surgeon before Christmas, with a surgery
scheduled in a month’s time. The process was swift and although not a
complete cure, the immediate issue was solved painlessly. God helped
me regain composure and make peace with my worries and condition.

Trinity to me is a beacon and safe haven amidst times of uncertainty
and chaos. It is somewhere I'm able to relax and commit to worshipping
God. As an introvert (guess my MBTI...) I really value this Sunday
routine, going to Trinity means I get to connect with people who not
only share the same belief, but also hope and love.



But what if life decides to throw more rocks at you when you're
struggling to navigate your way? A year ago, I developed anxiety while
working as a graduate planning officer. My work involved negotiating
with stakeholders who may sometimes be difficult. Taking baby steps
in early stages of my career, I've learned lessons and acquired skills,
but with acute stress and sleepless nights. My wellbeing was
considerably affected and my therapist advised that an alternative job
would be the best way out.

I wouldn’t delve into how bad the job market is but finding a job in
November was no easy task. I tried to manage my mental health and
at the same time applied for several roles. When Christmas came and
passed my hopes were waning, believing I'm stuck forever in the role
which I fundamentally don't fit in. I lost interest in things I enjoyed
doing and couldn't really have a laugh. The only thing I kept doing was
to pray. God gave me the will to keep searching and stay sane.

God is a merciful God and my prayers got answered. I landed an
interview in February and got the job which is my current role. My
manager later told me there were almost 80 candidates, and I couldn't
believe my luck. But is it luck or faith that kept me going? Through the
restless nights and stressful mundane, I can only be sure of one thing
— that God is watching and will help us, perhaps not immediately, but
ever so lovingly and surely.

And yes, our faith allows us to find a beacon, an anchor, a safe haven
- no matter what life throws at us. I wish to keep worshipping and be
thankful for every blessing that comes along.

"O Lord! Thou knowest how busy I must be this day;
if I forget Thee, do not Thou forget me."

(Sir Jacob Astley's prayer before Edgehill)




W i~ sustainable merton’s
Creener. Giving

POP-UP MARKET

On Saturday 15 November, we held our annual Greener Giving Pop-Up
Market with Sustainable Merton in Wimbledon Quarter.

This year, we pledged £800 to Sustainable Merton’s Big Give Christmas
Challenge 2025 which is being run by BIG GIVE who promise to match
all pledges. Sustainable Merton is running the BIG GIVE challenge to
raise much needed funds for the Community Fridge which some of us
visited earlier this year.

We easily raised the £800 from stall holders who booked space to sell
their products on the day, and we are waiting to find out how much
more we made on the day through the sale of raffle prizes.

The day was a huge success with 21 stalls selling products ranging from
socks to candles; hats; pottery; gourmet nuts and seed snhacks; and
from new, handmade dresses to pre-loved items.

Thank you to all who came along and supported us and to those who
gave their time to volunteer on the Trinity stall.

§ Demolition of the Lidl
building in Worple
Road has revealed a
new view of our spire.




m Wimbledon
Foodbank
Together with Trussell

Why not create a ‘reverse Advent calendar’: each day through Advent,
put a food item aside in a box and then donate it all to the Wimbledon
Foodbank via the trolley collection point in the Mansel Road Centre? No
alcohol content please!
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You may want to finish this earlier than Christmas Day, as donating
before Christmas will be appreciated for those who can't afford treats

or even essentials.



Mincemeat Delight - recipe for Christmas

From "Trinity Recipes" (1979) published in aid of 'the new
church kitchen' - now long gone!

80z SR flour 1 egg yolk
40z butter 2 Ib jar mincemeat
30z golden syrup icing sugar

Sift flour, rub in butter. Blend syrup and egg yolk together and mix
into ingredients, work to a dough. Chill for 30 mins. Grease a shallow
7" square tin. Roll out half the dough to fit base of tin. Spread with
mincemeat. Cover with remaining dough, pinch edges, prick and bake
in oven at gas 4 (350F) for about 35 mins. When cold, cut into fingers
and dredge with icing sugar.

35N rdess

Some of the choir rehearsing the anthem for Sunday worship with
Andrew Davies (Director of Music) on 23 November



Visit to "The Cathedral of Methodism"

It could have been a nicer day for our visit. By the time we reached
Old Street, after negotiating a train, two Underground lines and many
steps, it was raining hard. However, our party of ten intrepid members
of Trinity which, incidentally included at least three former Methodists,
was not deterred, and arrived at Wesley's Chapel in City Road ready
for our visit.

John Wesley, "God's preacher”, stands before Wesley's Chapel

John Wesley was one of the founding fathers of Methodism. He was
also an 18th century social reformer, an activist, an author and a
philosopher. Wesley was interested in religion - but also in science,
medicine, history and mythology. He helped the poor, set up schools,
and he arranged for the first free medical dispensary in London. Not
least, John Wesley campaigned against the trans-Atlantic slave trade
and was in contact with anti-slavery campaigner William Wilberforce
(1759-1833), a Wimbledon resident.

First, we explored the excellent Museum of Methodism (below),
beginning with an audio-visual presentation. The museum reflects
John Wesley's 'world parish', relating his life and itinerant ministry,
along with the story of the City Road Chapel through objects from its
rich collections of 'Wesleyana', paintings, engravings and photographs.



" Left: Our group visiting, in the rain, the
1 tomb of John Wesley and several of his
preachers including Thomas Olivers.
Above: In the museum

From the early 1740s John Wesley was travelling further and further
afield on horseback, visiting Methodist societies and preaching in the
fields, in market places and wherever he could find a hearing. In his
lifetime, he is said to have covered over 250,000 miles. Neither the
poor roads nor bad weather could halt him for long, but the winter
months he wisely spent in London, with only short excursions into the
home counties.

By the 1770s the Methodist movement was drifting away from the
Church of England. In 1776 Wesley applied to the City of London for a
new site for his Chapel and began raising funds, appealing nationwide
to his supporters. The Chapel, a magnificent building designed by
George Dance junior, surveyor to the City of London, opened in 1778.
Over the years the Chapel has undergone many changes and
modifications, but it has survived two fires and serious threat during
the 1940 blitz of WW2. It is still well used by the congregation, Sunday
school, choir, fellowship groups, and mid-week piano recitals.

Wesley's house, a rare example of a middle-class 18th century London
home, is where he lived intermittently for eleven years and shared it
with his preachers, until his death here in 1791 aged 88.

Despite the miserable weather, everyone enjoyed the visit and learnt
much about John Wesley and Methodism. If you have not been there,
we thoroughly recommend it to you.



Above top and left: Wesley's Chapel

Above right: Wesley's house



Children & Youth Work

Our new Terrace Garden and A Rocha’s Target 25

During October half-term a small but hard-
working group of our children and young
people - and some not so young adults -
completed the first stage of the creation of
our bee-friendly terrace garden.

It wasn't the ideal planting day, with heavy
rain starting just as we were getting ready to
start work! But thanks to a large tarpaulin,
we were able to set up in Rooms 3, 4 and 5.
All our plants and bulbs were chosen with the
aim of creating a bee and pollinator friendly
habitat.

So we planted a range of bulbs including
narcissi, anemones, muscari alongside
hellebores, cyclamen, heathers and winter
flowering pansies and violas.

Our young people, supported by Susan,
Cathy and Robin, had no issues with getting
stuck in and within a couple of hours,
everything had been planted. The
continuing rain gave everything a good
watering and we felt quite proud of our
efforts.




This is stage one and in the
Springtime we will be having
another planting day to ensure
that we have year round colour
and flowers to attract and protect
the bees.

Target 25 is A Rocha UK’s
project to help a range of _
declining species, taxonomic §
groups, and threatened habitats.
A Rocha say “Join us to help
threatened species and habitats
in the UK. Things can change for
the better when we work
together. Every story of hope
offers more inspiration and
momentum to take action to
address the biodiversity crisis we
face.”

Bees are declining because of habitat loss, climate change and
agricultural intensification. Honeybees currently have no legal
protection in the UK so they need all the help they can get!

Did you know?

There are 270 species of bee in Britain and

Ireland. Bees will generally reside in any

habitat, as long as there is a place for them to

build a hive, abundant flowering plants, and a

water source. Like many other insects, bees are crucial pollinators.
Climate change may be causing bumblebees to wake from hibernation
in winter, increasing their dependence on early flowering garden plants
and if they are not available, bees can starve. And a fascinating fact:
bees cannot see the colour red but they can see the ultraviolet patterns
in flowers so they do visit red flowers!

At Trinity, we have committed to doing what we can to create a habitat
to protect bees and the project is being driven by both the Green Group,
and the Children and Youth Work Team.



We have made a good start, but next time we would like to inspire the
wider congregation to join our work. So look out for more information
in the New Year as to how you can get involved.

Nativity Service - 11am Sunday 21 December

On 21 December, a retelling of the
Nativity story will, as in previous years,
form part of our Sunday morning service.
This will, once again, be a ‘pop-up’
performance, a Nativity, more or less
from scratch. Over the next couple of
weeks, we will be finding out who will be
in church that morning and if so, what
part they might want to play and
participation is not restricted to the children or young people. No
learning of lines is necessary, just a willingness to join in to help tell
this wondrous story.

Christingle Service - 5.30pm Christmas Eve

Please do join us, bringing friends and
family, for our informal Christingle Service
at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve. Centred
around the traditional making of a
Christingle, this really is a very special
way to prepare ourselves for the
celebration of Christ’s birth. All materials
to create a Christingle will be provided for
the service, which lasts about 30 minutes.

Trinity News| Final copy date for January edition of Trinity

Deadline News is Sunday 28 December.
S—— Please send items to
=R = catherine.f.paul@btinternet.com
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Family Christmas Quiz

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

What popular Christmas Carol was the first song to be
broadcast from space in 1965?

Which country first introduced Christmas stamps?

In which country was "O Little Town of Bethlehem"
written (Germany, UK or USA)?

What sort of road was the "Little Donkey" walking on?

"Unto us a Child is Born" is from which famous piece of
music?

"What is the total number of gifts given in "The Twelve
Days of Christmas"?

Where did the ships sail to in "I Saw Three Ships"?

What is traditionally placed in the window on Christmas
Eve in Ireland?

What was gifted to the USA from France in 18867?

. In the carol, which king looked out on the feast of

Stephen"?
Father Christmas is also known as Saint ........ ?

What carol is sung outside Scrooge's office in "A
Christmas Carol"?

On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave what to
me?

What is "Merry Christmas" in French?

Which of Santa's reindeer share a name with a female
fox?

In what country is KFC commonly eaten for
Christmas dinner?

What colour are the berries of the mistletoe plant?

In which modern-day country was the real Saint
Nicholas born?

Quiz answers on page 30



ECO Church
Stay up to date with our Eco Church Journey

Christmas is a time for Christians to celebrate the birth
of Jesus and so is a time of great joy and celebration.
However, it is also one of the most wasteful times of
the year. From excessive plastic packaging to energy-
heavy decorations, the environmental footprint of
Christmas can be significant. With a few thoughtful
choices, we can celebrate just as festively while still being kind to the
planet

Here are some ideas to make your Christmas more
sustainable this year:

Choose thoughtful, low impact gifts

Let's remember the saying ‘it's the thought that

counts’ and instead of rushing around and buying last

minute presents from places like Amazon who mass produce and have
a high carbon footprint, let's buy from local makers and small
businesses, give the gift of an experience or even make our own
presents.

Rethink your Christmas tree

If you prefer a real tree, look for one from a local grower
and look for one you can replant once Christmas is over.
Some places even offer tree rental services, allowing you
to "borrow” a living tree in a pot and return it after the
holidays for replanting.

If you already own an artificial tree, keep using it — its environmental
impact decreases the longer it's in service. And for those creative
people, maybe you could make one from driftwood, books, or reclaimed
branches. If you attempt to make your own, we'd love to see your
photos.

such as pinecones, dried orange

-~ — B Try decorating with natural items
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slices, cinnamon sticks, and sprigs of evergreen. They’re biodegradable
and smell incredible. LED fairy lights are a great alternative too because
they use up to 80% less energy than traditional bulbs and last longer.
What about making decorations with your family and friends as a fun,
festive activity?

Wrap gifts the green way
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a.ﬁ "‘1 Did you know that The UK alone throws away
i roughly 227,000 miles of wrapping paper each
Christmas? That’s enough to circle the Earth nine
: times. Most of it can’t be recycled because of
4 glitter, foil, or plastic coating. This year, why not
-~ try recyclable kraft paper or old fabric. Instead of
~+ glitter or foil ribbons, try natural products such as
twine, pine cones or evergreen sprigs. Instead of Sellotape, use brown
paper tape.

") . Eat sustainably

A 74‘5 We do like to over eat at Christmas so plan portions

' —  carefully to reduce food waste. Buy seasonal and
local produce, and consider adding more plant-based dishes into your
menu.

If there are leftovers, share them, freeze them, or compost what you
can. Small steps make a big difference when multiplied across millions
of homes.

<° ‘}{ Wax® ¥ P ‘}{ Wax® ¥

“Choosing an eco-friendly Christmas doesn’t mean giving up the
magic — it means rediscovering it. A slower, simpler holiday
season allows space for what truly matters: connection,
creativity, and care for the world we share”

The greatest gift we can give future generations is God’s
creation that can keep on celebrating.



From the Archives....

The Story of Trinity’s Mission Church

Did you know that Trinity once ran a ‘mission church’ in, what was
described then as 'the poor district of South Wimbledon’? That church
is now largely forgotten. Over the coming issues of Trinity News we will
explore the story of what became 'St Cuthberts’.

Part one: The beginnings

Just a few months after his induction as Trinity’s first minister, Revd
William Maxwell suggested that the Church should open a Mission
Sunday School in the *populous district of South Wimbledon’. The roads
off the Broadway had been developed and the population of Wimbledon
doubled in the five years after 1866, doubled again by 1881 and once
more by 1891.

The proposal came at a point when Trinity had just 90 members, a
newly built hall in which to worship, a financial debt, and when the
building of the church itself was still four years away. Yet, with faith
and confidence the suggestion was ‘heartily entertained’ by a meeting
of the congregation. Premises, known as Trinity College in Southey
Road, were rented for 26 shillings (£1.30) a month plus two shillings
(10p) per weeknight, and one shilling (5p) per hour for gas. Trinity
College stood half-way between the Broadway (then known as Merton
Road) and Griffith Road.

The district was canvassed before the opening with an appeal to parents
whose children did not attend any ‘Protestant Sunday School’ to send them
along to Southey Road on Sunday afternoons at 3pm. The Mission was
opened by Mr Maxwell on 20 November 1887 when eighteen children
attended (plus four teachers and two Elders).

The first teachers at the Mission were members of Trinity’s
congregation and the first Superintendent was Major Swanson, a Trinity
Elder.



1890 map - Merton Road, now The Broadway, is at the top. Trinity College is
marked.

A problem which soon became apparent was that several children
attended other churches for morning worship and were naturally
reluctant to attend two schools. To help solve this problem Trinity
Session approved the idea of starting a regular Sunday morning service
at the Mission - and this was begun in November 1888, ‘with a fair
attendance’ on the first Sunday.

Session’s hopes and plans were fully justified as, during the next few
years, attendances at the Southey Road mission increased by leaps and
bounds - from an average of 49 children per week in 1889, to 102 in
1892, and 146 in 1895. Indeed, it soon became apparent that the
accommodation was inadequate. Many of the classes were far too large
and there was no space for a single additional class.

(continued on next page)



So, as early as January 1892 the Mission Committee felt it necessary
to ask the Trinity congregation for more suitable premises...

Southey Road in 2025, looking towards The Broadway. Trinity College is long
gone. The wall on the right, with a car park behind, marks the position.

A3anyL 8T ‘@UYM LT ‘ueder

9T {USXIA ST /I9ON XnaAor T ‘bulhe]-e 3s93b XIS €T ‘UdWB]3UdDH
ALIDN DA 1S9 POD 2T ‘Se|oydIN IT se|sasuam 0T ‘Ay1aqi jo
ame)s 6 d|pue) 8 {wdYd|Yldg £ ‘¥9E 9 ‘YeISSOK S,|9pueH S peod
Aysnp v ¥ {vsSn € ‘epeue) g (€T 1UlwdD pieoqe ,s||2g 3|bulc,, T
Gz 9bed uo zin®) 03 siamsuy

-




Looking ahead to 2026

During 2024, we were considering a project to redesign our church
entrance to be more welcoming and functional. Architects Scott Allen
conducted a feasibility study and presented their proposals to the
September Church Meeting, receiving positive feedback from the
congregation.

At the November 2024 Church Meeting, we agreed to move forward.
Although progress has been delayed owing to a busy year, we plan to
resume the project soon.

The redesign aims to enhance the vestibule with better visibility into
the church and improved accessibility for everyone.

A preliminary idea from the feasibilty study

Updates and feedback opportunities will be provided throughout 2026
as the exciting project progresses.

Watch this space!

eV



	We will come together to enjoy uplifting music and inspiring readings. Your presence, along with those you bring, will make this occasion truly special.
	It could have been a nicer day for our visit.  By the time we reached Old Street, after negotiating a train, two Underground lines and many steps, it was raining hard.  However, our party of ten intrepid members of Trinity which, incidentally included...
	From the early 1740s John Wesley was travelling further and further afield on horseback, visiting Methodist societies and preaching in the fields, in market places and wherever he could find a hearing.  In his lifetime, he is said to have covered over...
	By the 1770s the Methodist movement was drifting away from the Church of England.  In 1776 Wesley applied to the City of London for a new site for his Chapel and began raising funds, appealing nationwide to his supporters.  The Chapel, a magnificent b...
	Wesley's house, a rare example of a middle-class 18th century London home, is where he lived intermittently for eleven years and shared it with his preachers, until his death here in 1791 aged 88.
	Answers to Quiz on page 25

