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Southern Synod News
Welcome to the latest edition of Southern Synod News. This month we have a
creation theme with information about Seasons of Creation, photos of
sunflowers around the Synod, and how to apply for an energy audit.
We also warmly invite you to the induction of our new Moderator, Paul.
 
We would love to hear from you! If you have any exciting upcoming events,
celebrations or good news to share from your local church we would love to
include it in the next edition. Please send items for the next issue to Lauren
(modpa@urcsouthern.org.uk) by Monday 24th August 2026.

News Changes in Southern Synod Training and Events

Latest News

Although the United Reformed Church has no formal liturgical calendar, General
Assembly is encouraging us to join our ecumenical siblings in celebrating the

Feast of Creation, which this year is on 6th September 2026.

The Feast of Creation is part of a whole season that runs from 1st September

(the World Day of Prayer for Creation) until 4th October (the feast day of St
Francis of Assisi), known as the Season of Creation. This is a worldwide
ecumenical project and has an annual theme. For 2026, the theme is “Living
Water” and the main biblical text is Ezekiel 47:1-12. The call is for transformation
– that Christians would be immersed in the living water flowing from the throne
of God, and by stepping in deeper and deeper, inspired by the Spirit of God,
working together for the renewal of Creation.

More information and resources can be found at https://seasonsofcreation.org/

URC linked resource can been found in the Worship Notes on the URC website
(https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/prayer-and-worship/worship-notes), look under

Sunday 6th September.

If you are going to be planning one or more special services or other activities,
please share the news with green.apostle@urcsouthern.org.uk so we can build
a big picture of everything that is going on.

Southern Synod Sunflowers in Bloom
Those who attended Synod Together in March will remember being given some
sunflower seeds by our Green Apostle, Ian Moore, to plant at their churches.
Those seeds are now in bloom and looking magnificent outside many of the
churches in the Synod. 

Jennie from Trinity Willingdon writes "we are absolutely stunned by how
beautiful our sunflowers are - they are standing tall and proud by the front door
of the church so provide a cheery welcome as people come in!" 

Alex from The Vines, Rochester let us know "We already had our own seeds so
they had been planted in our community garden and have been well tended and
have grown tall and look impressive. We planted your seeds at the edge of our
car park, against the wall of the building, but they also look great and are seen
by everyone who passes through." 

Meanwhile at Christ Church, Petts Wood, their sunflowers have bloomed with
multiple heads on one stem, as seen in the second photo from the left. 

Thank you to The Vines Church, Rochester, Christ Church, Petts Wood, and
Trinity, Willingdon for sending in their photos.

Energy Audits
As part of the Synod’s commitment to net zero, it has been agreed to start
implementing energy audits with local churches.  

Energy audits kick-start the process of moving to net zero by understanding in
detail the current heating systems and identifying the new heating technologies
that might be implemented.  They are site-specific and take into account usage
of the building as well as condition of the fabric.

Synod has contracted with Greener Edge, a consultancy, to provide 10 energy
audits for local churches.  Greener Edge have worked closely with the Church of
England on their net zero programme, and we were strongly encouraged by
seeing some of the results of this across local dioceses.

Property Committee are now looking for churches to come forward that want to
participate in a journey to net zero.  Churches will need to apply by completing
the existing buildings grant form.  In addition, churches must be registered for
Eco Church and must complete the energy footprint data form.  If you are
interested, please get in touch with Ian Moore, Green Apostle, or your local Area
Property Advisor.

The 10 audits will form a test-bed across the Synod, so we’re hoping to spread
these across the Synod and cover different types of churches and local settings.
 We hope that the learnings can be more widely deployed in future, and if
successful, we’ll be looking to expand the scheme in the future.
We’re excited to be taking this step, hopefully the first of many helping local
churches in a Synod-wide journey to net zero.

Written by Ian Moore, Green Apostle
You can contact Ian at green.apostle@urcsouthern.org.uk

The Building Grants and Loans Panel, when considering any grant or loan
request, regularly has to ask Churches for updated financial information
because the latest Accounts will always be several months old, inevitably
leading to delays.

Accordingly, the Church Property form has now been amended with additional
questions on whether there have been any significant changes in expenditure or
income following the last set of Accounts, and if unrestricted funds are being
used in support of the proposed works.

The updated Church Property form (Ver 4, April 2026) is now available for
download from the Synod’s website. 

Applications to the Property Committee and the Building Grants and Loans
Panel will be required to use the new form starting with their October 2026
meetings.

Download the new form

Changes in Southern

Upcoming Training and Events

News from the Training and Development Officer
Training open to anyone in Southern Synod
Please contact the TDO if you have any questions about these trainings.
 
Resource Training
The next three online Resource Trainings, open to anyone interested, (but
please see below about an RSVP!) will be as follows:

14th September – Helping with the Synod’s Net Zero Pledge led by Green
Apostle Ian Moore and TDO Charisa Hunter-Crump. We will become
familiar with the URC and Synod commitments and get resources for how
our local church can help.

12th October – Compliance 1 led by MDO Jo Patterson and TDO Charisa
Hunter-Crump. This will be part one of a two-part resource training looking
at resources to help ensure our local churches are complying with
Assembly and Synod requirements and good practices.

9th November – Compliance 2
These are introductions to the topics, helping you know what resources are
available, with answers to some frequently asked questions. They are always
online on the second Monday of the month (except May, August, and
December) from 18:30-20:30. All are welcome but please RSVP to your local
Area Administrator.
For more information, please see the Southern Synod website using this link.

Jesus-Inspired Church Training
Inclusive Church
16th September,18:30-20:30
 
In the first of a 12-part series over three years, we will explore Jesus’ ministry of
inclusion and how this impacts our approach to being church.  NEW!! Please
RSVP to your Area Administrator. For more information, please see the
Southern Synod website using this link.

FOR ELDERS OF SOUTHERN SYNOD

Area Elders Gatherings

Join other Elders in your Area on a Sunday afternoon from 14:30 to 17:30 to
learn and grow together in our role as Elders, covering topics such as
governance, worship leadership, mission, spiritual leadership, and pastoral care.
These are new trainings designed by the new TDO, Charisa Hunter-Crump, in
partnership with our training consultant, Mark Rigby. If you or your group are
unable to attend the training in your own area, you are more than welcome to
join one of the other areas. Upcoming trainings include:

KESSA – 2nd of August

SLSA E – 6th of September

SLSA W – 4th of October

CSUA – 22nd of November
We encourage Elderships to travel together to these events where possible.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided. Please RSVP as an Eldership to your
Area Administrator, indicating the names and emails of all Elders who will be
attending from your church.

Eco Conference 2026 - Think Global Act Local
The Rochester and Canterbury Dioceses' Eco Conference takes place on 19th

September
Our keynote speaker is Dr Ruth Valerio who spearheaded Eco Church with A
Rocha. We're also going to have workshops on sustainable floristry, church
hospitality, data loggers/thermal imaging cameras and biodiversity in
churchyards.

To book tickets

Denominational-Wide Safeguarding Training 2026
URC Safeguarding are running a fascinating UK wide Safeguarding Training
series. 

Monday 7th September 13:00-15:00 ~ Elders as Trustees.
Tuesday 15th September 19:00-21:00 ~ Online Safety.
Wednesday 23rd September 13:00-15:00 ~ Spiritual Abuse.
Tuesday 6th October 19:00-21:00 ~ Adult Safeguarding.
Wednesday 21st October 13:00-15:00 ~ Discriminatory Abuse.

In order to book your place, please email Emma here. 

"Supporting Intergenerational Communities"
This is an exciting series of training workshops designed to help support the
growth and development of intergenerational communities. Whether you are
working with young people or looking to expand your ministries, these sessions
will provide you with valuable insights and practices. 

This will be co-delivered by URC's Children and Youth and Safeguarding. To
participate in these Zoom sessions, please book by emailing
carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk

Tuesday 8th September (19:30-21:00) - Growing Intergenerational Communities
Tuesday 13th October (19:30-21:00) - Developing Spaces for Under 5s
Tuesday 8th November (19:30-21:00) - Supporting Faith Development in Young
                                                                People. 

These workshops are an excellent opportunity to enhance your skills and
knowledge in fostering intergenerational relationships and faith development.
Don't miss out on the chance to learn and grow in these vital areas. 

More information about each individual session can be found at the link below; 

More info

Children's Ministry Essentials

Children's Ministry Network are running
a 10-module programme entitled
'Children's Ministry Essentials.' This is a
free, monthly, online children's ministry
training taking place from 10am-12pm
on Saturdays, or it can be self-paced
online. 

Topics include child development and
spirituality, pastoral care, leadership,
teamwork and the role of play - helping
you grow in understanding, confidence
and skills

Email for more
information and

register

Save the Date: 
Thames North and Southern
Synod's Creative Week 2026

Please save the date for Thames North
and Southern Synod's joint Creative
Week which will be taking place
from Monday 26th-Friday 30th
October. This will be an incredibly
enjoyable week for young people in
secondary school (aged 11-17). You will
be able to choose between a variety of
different creative streams including;
drama, music, creative writing,
movement & dance, stage craft.

Southern Synod URC
Southern Synod Office, East Croydon URC, Addiscombe Grove, CR0 5LP, Croydon
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