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October Reflection

Greetings Friends,

The year was 1215. King John was on the throne, and trouble was
afoot.

Whispers of rebellion drifted through the royal courts. The barons had
reached breaking point. They had endured enough of John’s arbitrary
justice, heavy taxation, and unpredictable temper. England stood on
the brink of civil war.

Cornered and outmanoeuvred, the King was compelled to meet the
barons at Runnymede, a quiet meadow near Windsor. There, under
considerable pressure, he sealed a document that would echo through
the centuries: the Magna Carta.

It was not, at first, a grand declaration of human rights. It was a peace
treaty, a fragile attempt to prevent bloodshed. Most of its clauses dealt
with feudal disputes, church rights, and the protection of property. And
yet, hidden within its medieval language were seeds that would shape
the future:

That no ruler is above the law.

That no free person may be imprisoned or stripped of rights without
due process.

That justice must be impartial, swift, and accountable.

These principles became the bedrock of British constitutional life.
Today, only four original copies of the 1215 Magna Carta survive; held
at the British Library, Salisbury Cathedral, and Lincoln Castle. These
are silent witnesses to a moment when power was challenged and
justice demanded a voice.

Now, the Bible has much to say about just rule. The psalmist wrote:

‘The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,
making wise the simple;



the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring for ever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether’ (Psalm 19:7-9).

Long before charters were sealed or parliaments convened, Scripture
proclaimed that true justice flows from God’s character; steady,
righteous, life-giving. Human laws may falter, but God’s law restores
the soul.

And Jesus Himself affirmed this continuity when He said:
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I
have come not to abolish but to fulfil’ (Matthew 5:17).

Christ does not discard the call to justice; He deepens it.
He does not loosen the moral fabric; He weaves it tighter.
He does not lower the bar; He lifts it into the realm of love.

Which brings us to Rededication Sunday.

On the first Sunday of October each year, we at Trinity URC pause to
remember who we are and whose we are. We recommit ourselves to
the work God has entrusted to us, not out of duty alone, but out of
gratitude. We rededicate our lives, our gifts, our time, and our
community to the One who fulfils the law not by force, but by love.

Just as the Magna Carta sought to restrain tyranny and uphold justice,
Rededication Sunday invites us to examine our own hearts:

Are we living justly?

Are we walking humbly?

Are we loving mercy?

Are we aligning our lives with the One whose ordinances are ‘true and
righteous altogether'?

This October, as the leaves turn and the year leans toward winter, may
we recommit ourselves to the work of justice, not only in courts and
parliaments, but in our daily lives. May we speak truth with humility,
act with compassion, and use whatever influence we have to lift up
those who are overlooked.



Indeed, may we remember that Christ is our true King, the One whose
rule is righteous, whose mercy is boundless, and whose law is love.

With every blessing,

D ot

Revd Dr Jacob Bali

(The Minister's usual day off is Monday)
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Rededication

Our Rededication Sunday Service - Sunday 4 October at 11am

Rededication holds a particular significance within the Reformed
tradition, offering us a moment to pause, to reflect, and to renew our
shared commitment to God'’s calling.

The heart of Rededication Sunday can be expressed through the three
themes of our Mission Statement:

Rooted in Christ, Growing in Faith,
Sharing and Serving in Love

All members and friends will have received a letter from the Minister
about the service and encouraging you to join us on 4 October.

Your presence at Trinity, and your involvement in the life we share, are
deeply valued. If you require transportation to and from the church,
we would be more than happy to make arrangements. Should you
have any questions or simply wish to talk, please do not hesitate to be
in touch.



Church Family News

Baptism
13 September - Amelie Emiko Hansom, daughter of Ashley and
Olivia Shaw

Y G Happy birthday to those celebrating in October,
ﬁ including....

Matilda Henning, Su Lambert, Skye Lau, Catherine Paul,
Guy Rostron, Pam Rostron, Elijah Siphika and Juliet Smith.
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Together with Trussell

As this Trinity News is published, we are giving our Harvest gifts to the
Foodbank. These will be taken to the depot next day.

The need for regular donations continues. The immediate needs are:

Long life milk Toothbrushes & toothpaste
Squash 1 litre bottles Deodorants
Tinned/packet soup Tinned meats
Tinned tomatoes Tinned custard

Tinned vegetables Tinned fish

Tinned rice pudding Marmalade, jam, peanut butter
Breakfast cereals Chocolate spread, Marmite,

Biscuits Bovril



Queé.r"l'smlioad house'é;-oup

We will meet this month on Tuesday 6 October (8pm) to continue our
study of the Book of Revelation - we will be looking at chapter 3.

The House group meets monthly at 217 Queens Road - near the
junction with Haydons Road. Parking is free and available locally. The
200 bus passes the door. We would be delighted to welcome new
friends to our informal group.
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Church Meeting
on
Sunday 25 October

(following the Morning Service)

Lunch will be provided.
Further details will follow shortly

If you are unable to join us in church on Sunday
morning you can now watch our Services live on our
YouTube channel.

2 YouTube

@trinitywimbledon7073



https://www.youtube.com/@trinitywimbledon7073/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@trinitywimbledon7073/streams

Preparing for Advent
Songs of Advent from Luke’s Gospel

A

Join us as we explore the four songs that open Luke’s ‘
Gospel: Zechariah’s Benedictus, Mary’s Magnificat, the

angels’ Gloria, and Simeon’s Nunc Dimittis. These

songs arise from ordinary people whose lives are unexpectedly drawn
into God'’s purposes. They speak of longing, courage, joy, peace, and
the first glimmers of salvation.

Advent is a season shaped by waiting and expectation. It invites us to
notice how God begins his work quietly: in households, conversations,
encounters, and moments of recognition. These songs show how hope
takes root long before it is fully seen, often in places where few would
think to look, as God’s light begins to rise even amid uncertainty.

Each participant will receive a booklet containing thoughtful notes,
background to each passage, discussion questions to help us reflect
more deeply, and suggestions for prayer as we journey towards
Christmas.

Dates and Themes
All sessions take place on Thursdays, at lunchtime at the church and
online in the evening (further details next month):

26 November — Week 1: Zechariah’s Song

Zechariah’s long silence ends in a Spiritfilled hymn of praise. His
Benedictus recalls God’s covenant with Abraham, reflects centuries of
waiting, and celebrates the birth of John the Baptist as the one who will
‘prepare the way for the Lord’.

3 December — Week 2: Mary’s Song

Mary’s meeting with Elizabeth becomes the setting for one of
Scripture’s most striking songs. Her Magnificat draws deeply on Israel’s
story, echoes Hannah’s prayer, and announces a moral, social, and
economic reversal in which the proud are scattered, the humble lifted,
and the hungry fed.

10 December — Week 3: The Angels’ Song

The birth of Jesus is proclaimed not to rulers in palaces but to
shepherds in the fields. The Gloria reveals heaven’s joy and announces
peace to those '‘on whom God'’s favour rests’.



17 December — Week 4: Simeon’s Song

Simeon’s lifelong hope is fulfilled when he takes the infant Jesus in his
arms. His Nunc Dimittis recognises God’s salvation as a light for all
nations and the glory of Israel.

Whether you are a long-standing member or simply curious, this Advent
course offers a thoughtful and accessible way to prepare for Christmas,
to listen again to the first songs of the Gospel, and to rediscover the
hope that rises in the hearts of God’s people.

The course will be led by the Minister.

BARRABEA

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree,
of all the trees most lovely.
Each year you bring to us delight
with brightly shining Christmas light!

Yes, we're sorry to mention it already, but plans have to be made!

Please will you help to ensure that the church looks its best at this time
when we also welcome many visitors to our church? We are once again
planning to decorate the church. If you've never helped before, why
not do so this year? It's quite easy, and won't take much of your time.

We are looking for individuals or groups willing to sponsor and decorate
a small tree for £30. The trees will be provided, pot grown, 60-80 cm
high in a 20cm high pot.

The trees will be set up in position, so you'd just need to come into the
church to decorate one in any way you like. Lights will be provided.
Decorating day will be Wednesday 9 December.

Please sign the list in the vestry corridor as soon as possible (we'll need
to order the trees), or email office@trinitywimbledon.org.



The Season of Creation 2026: Living Water
1 September - 4 October

This year’s theme of ‘Living water’ is
based on Ezekiel 47: 9 and R
12. Ezekiel, an apprentice priest in .
exile, took on a prophetic role and
wrote of a time when water flows out
from under the temple, when
‘swarms of living creatures will live
wherever the river flows’ and ‘fruit
trees of all kinds will grow on both
banks of the river’.

Season Of Creation 2026

On Sunday 13 September, our theme introduction asked the question,
‘Have we ever taken a path that leads to nowhere on a walk?'. Many
would simply turn around and go back but ‘what if that route was now
blocked’? This is how many people feel about the climate crisis, that
we are blocked at every turn and that it's too late to make a change,
so we listened to Exodus 14:1-22 to learn how God can make a way
when we seemingly can’t and that we shouldn’t be afraid.

During the Season of Creation, Christian communities worldwide called
on Christians to become ‘part of God’s river, joining creation’s healing’
so that we can work together to bring hope.
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Junior Church's Sunday morning activity



Rushmere, Wimbledon Common - 14 September 2026



Familiar faces in Trinity
This month we hear from Margaret Tulloch

I was born in Mirfield, West Yorkshire in
1945. My Dad worked in a mill in nearby
Batley. Both my parents were Methodists
and had met when young people from the
Primitive and Wesleyan chapels met after
chapel on summer evenings. However, in
Mirfield we attended what was a very high
C of E church, with links to the monastic
Community of the Resurrection there. 1
went to the school linked to the church, and
my brother sang in the choir.

A big change came when I was seven. Dad
accepted a job in a factory in West Ham. So
I went from a small mixed age class of
about twenty four-to-seven-year-olds to a class of forty-five seven-
year-olds.

The factory made cleaning cloths from old clothes. Recycling is not
new! We had a house in the factory. This was a huge improvement as
we had a bathroom not, as in Mirfield, a lavatory at the end of the row
and a tin bath in front of the fire. We had a guard dog, a night
watchman and a big gate. Not that easy for friends to drop in, but one
girl did manage to come round once to ask my brother for the Latin
homework, much to my amusement.

West Ham Parish Church was definitely not high church. I have happy
memories of a lively and diverse congregation. My brother joined the
choir and I went to the Guides. When I was fourteen I was confirmed
by the Bishop of Chelmsford. The Church Army worker called me in
afterwards to explain that now I was confirmed I had a choice:
delivering the church magazine or teaching at the Sunday School. So,
for many years, after Sunday lunch, my brother and I raced out of the
factory to make it to the church hall for 3pm. Years later, in the same
hall, Mike and I ran a badminton club and had our wedding reception.

After school I went to Bristol University to study botany. I met Mike in
the final year. The Botany department had links with a professor at
Oregon State University, so I was lucky to get a job as a research



assistant with him for a year. He specialised in microscopic fungi. On
returning home I contacted what was then the Commonwealth
Mycological Institute at Kew and got a job there as a taxonomic
mycologist, identifying microscopic fungi sent in from all over the world.

Mike and I were married in West Ham Church in 1970. We joined
Trinity in 1973. I left CMI in 1974 when our son Alex was born. Helen,
our daughter, was born two years later. Both children were christened
at Trinity and were active participants in Junior church and our Christian
Aid fundraising. I think our jumble sales made Helen the effective
charity shopper she is! Having put our name down for an allotment
while in hospital waiting for Alex we got one just before Helen was born.

Once they were both at school I got involved in campaigning about
schools locally and then in the late '80s, nationally, as secretary of the
Campaign for State Education. I had interesting times lobbying
politicians and dealing with the media. In 2003, with two others, I set
up Comprehensive Future, to campaign for an end to the 11 plus. We
haven’t made it yet, but the campaign continues. I have just retired
after forty years as a governor at Raynes Park High School but keep
my links there as a trustee of the charitable trust and supporting the
garden club.

So I have come from Methodist roots to the URC via the C of E. What

I have learnt is the importance of the church community, regardless of
the different forms of worship.

Pill blister packs for recycling

Pill blister packs cannot be put in your regular home
recycling bin because they use mixed plastic and
foil layers. However, you can drop off empty
medicine and vitamin blister packs at Superdrug
Pharmacy in Wimbledon Quarter or leave them in
the specially labelled box in the Foodbank trolley at
Trinity and we will deliver them.




Thank you The

United
To all members and adherents of Reformed
United Reformed Churches & Church

our Local Ecumenical Partnerships

Dear Friends,

This letter is designed to give you an indication of the denomination’s
central finances but is necessarily a brief over-view. Your church
treasurer has a letter giving more detail which we are sure they will be
delighted to share with you.

In recent years, on the Ministry and Mission (M&M) Fund, we have seen
a gradual decline in church contributions and the shortfall on synod’s
pledges have been made up by the synods themselves.

We are hugely grateful to the synods for their generosity but recognise
this is not sustainable over the long term. It is also of concern that the
weakness of church contributions weakens the covenant that binds us
together as a denomination, namely that those with resources
contribute to supporting those who have less.

The central URC budget for expenditure (for 2026) includes a number
of areas of expected cost reductions, significantly in staffing. Some very
hard choices have been made and implemented. On the other hand,
the URC needs to buy in expertise that we need for our world of
increasing regulation and oversight, in view of the scarce resources
available from volunteers. We hope that at local church level you will
take a moment to reflect on the expertise (paid and unpaid) that steers
the URC through all we have to do to be compliant with complex
regulation. (Please pray for us!)

We know you have some of these challenges at local level too. We hope
that one of the outcomes of the Church Life Review and Church Life
Fund going forward will be the availability of URC resources and advice
that can be accessed by local congregations. Ask your Church Secretary
about these and look at this year’s General Assembly decisions.

The annual audited accounts of the URC (for the year ended
31 December 2025) are now finalised and were published just before



General Assembly. You can find a copy at https://urc.org.uk/trustees-
report-and-financial-statements/

The accounts of the M&M Fund (the greater, but not only part of the
URC Trust finances) show our total income £670,000 ahead of budget,
but our costs were around £610,000 higher than expected. The deficit
for the year on the M&M fund was around £650,000. We had hoped for
much better.

So, thank you to all who continued to contribute to your local church,
thank you to all those churches who met their commitment for 2025 in
full, and thank you to all those who, in adversity, continued to treat the
M&M Fund as the first priority and paid what they could.

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter, please
speak to your church treasurer who has been provided with more

detailed information. If they are not able to help directly then they can
get in touch with the finance team at Church House.

Yours in Christ,

Alan Yates (Treasurer)
Vaughan Griffiths (Deputy Treasurer)

phahLhann

Robin Goodchild, Trinity's Congregational Treasurer, comments that he
is also most grateful to all Trinity's members and friends who give so
generously through Planned Giving, online and to the open plate. Our
Ministry & Mission contribution last year was £90,448 which represents
£680 per member. In 2026, it is £90,984 so the average increases to
£684.



https://urc.org.uk/trustees-report-and-financial-statements/
https://urc.org.uk/trustees-report-and-financial-statements/

Tyndale’s gift to the English-speaking worild

Hundreds of churches celebrate Bible Sunday in October every year.
2026 is a particularly significant date since it marks the 500%
anniversary of William Tyndale’s 1526 New Testament. It was the
first time the New Testament was translated from Greek and made
available in English.

William Tyndale was born in the early
1490s in Gloucestershire. He loved the
Scriptures and became a priest. After
1516, when Greek manuscripts had been
published on the new-fangled European
printing presses, it became possible to
translate from the original Greek. Tyndale
was likely inspired by Martin Luther who
did just that and published the New
Testament in German in 1522. So, around
that time, Tyndale started to translate the
New Testament into English from Greek.
Read more here.

Tyndale Titbits

In 2002, Tyndale was voted
number 26 in the list of 100

Tyndale wanted the Bible in a Greatest Britons™

normal language to make it
relevant for everyday faith to ) The Oxford English

everyone, not just the educated Dictionary quotes Tyndale's
priests and monks. works more than 800 times.

Tyndale coined some new

- . e words which are still used in
Latest Bible statistics: Bibles and sermons today

1in 5 people are still waiting for like ‘Passover’ and ‘scapegoat’.
the Bible in their language

Only three copies of the 1526
There are 807 completed New Testament are known to
translations of the Bible Heve sulved one Ein the
British Library, a partial copy
in St Paul's Cathedral, and a

and 4,414 languages where pristine copy in Stuttgart.

WOrk Is Current/y n p FOg ress *Great Britons was broadcast by the

BBCin 2002.



https://bible-society.directus.app/assets/8d768afe-385c-4c92-8ba3-4665c56537ab
https://wycliffe.org.uk/statistics/
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The Bible Society has Scriptures for everyone: dyslexia-friendly
resources; Easy English Bible (for people who are learning English and
people who speak English as a second language); and the latest in a
long line of Bible versions whose family tree goes back to Tyndale is
the Everyday Faith Bible (which makes the Bible even more relevant in
the workplace). https://www.biblesociety.org.uk

Gift Day ‘For Others’ 2026

Our Gift Day ‘For Others’ will take place on Sunday
1 November. From 28 September all Trinity
members and friends will have the opportunity to

choose which five charities will benefit from this Gift Day
annual collection. charities

The ballot will be made available both, online and at Trinity services, to
enable you to make your choices. Following this, the names of the
charities chosen in the ballot will be circulated with an invitation to
donate. Please make sure to complete a ballot form.

We hope this important annual fundraising event continues to have as
much support as possible.

Please contact Robin Ingram, the ‘For Others’ Secretary, should you
require any further information.

Green Group Eco tip

. Leave or mulch fallen leaves: rake by hand instead of using petrol-powered
blowers, then pile them up for wildlife or shred them to make rich garden
L mulch. You could also use them for arts and crafts.


https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/

Caring for God's Earth

Left:

Philip Malpanis

with the Minister &
Elizabeth Scharinger

On 23 September a good number from Trinity and neighbouring
Wimbledon churches welcomed Philip Malpanis, a speaker from A Rocha
UK charity.

After telling us how the charity began, we were reminded that "Caring
for God's Earth" is a fundamental of our Christian mission - from
Genesis through to the New Testament teachings.

As you will know, Trinity already has A Rocha's Silver Eco Church Award
- a prestigious environmental certification given to churches that
demonstrate a high standard of Christian care across all areas of church
life. We are, of course, now aiming for the Gold award!

In conclusion, Philip posed a question that is often asked, "Why should
we bother?"

His reply came in two quotations, the first from Mother Teresa: "We
ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But
if that drop was not in the ocean, I think the ocean would be less
because of that missing drop." Secondly, from WWF, "If nature can't
survive then neither can we".

The talk was preceded by lunch, enabling us look at the excellent
exhibition about our environmental work, and to talk with those from
other churches about their experiences. Our thanks to Elizabeth
Scharinger, leader of Trinity's Green Team, for organising and planning
this inspiring event.



From the Archives....

Revd Ceri Lewis (front) with an informal group of Elders taken on the
forecourt after the service on Sunday 7 May 1989. The service had
included the Ordination and Induction of five new Elders - Julian Howe,
Lyn James, Margaret McGilchrist, Jean Melrose, and Gwendell Sutton
and the Induction of David Dennis. On the far right is Associate
minister, Revd John Hall.

Who do you recognise?

It is very much an informal group and several Elders from that time
have missed the photo altogether!

Final copy date for November edition of Trinity News is
Friday 16 October. Please send items to
catherine.f.paul@btinternet.com

Trinity News
Deadline

=k i



mailto:catherine.f.paul@btinternet.com




	The Season of Creation 2026: Living Water
	1 September – 4 October
	Tyndale’s gift to the English-speaking world
	The Bible Society has Scriptures for everyone: dyslexia-friendly resources; Easy English Bible (for people who are learning English and people who speak English as a second language); and the latest in a long line of Bible versions whose family tree g...
	Gift Day ‘For Others’ 2026
	Our Gift Day ‘For Others’ will take place on Sunday 1 November.  From 28 September all Trinity members and friends will have the opportunity to choose which five charities will benefit from this annual collection.
	The ballot will be made available both, online and at Trinity services, to enable you to make your choices.  Following this, the names of the charities chosen in the ballot will be circulated with an invitation to donate. Please make sure to complete ...
	We hope this important annual fundraising event continues to have as much support as possible.
	Please contact Robin Ingram, the ‘For Others’ Secretary, should you require any further information.
	Green Group Eco tip


